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Dear Collec
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On June 6, a group of us who were
attending Reg Livermore's one man show,
THE BETTY BLOKKE BUSTER FOLLIES, walked
out in disgust and anger.

[ aying an "Australian homosexual"
(his words). Needless to say,
this character earned his living from
impersonating females, since being
a male homosexual, he of course wanted
to be female, The audience was no
doubt meant to be touched by the
tragically sad life of this miserable
creature,

and tired of camp people
being present s pathetic, lonely,
unfulfilled, unhappy individuals, trappt
in the wrong body.

We ar

i

As long as this kind of sterentype is

maintained by the media the homosexual
life style will continue to be regarded
as elther an embarrassing joke or one

deserving of sympathy.

It is up to homosexuals to present the
media and public with realistic
interpretations of the variety

of homosexual 1ife styles.

Four pissed off people.
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1 was most up;—t 0 cee ho de-
I Al homﬁ’o‘xu [ moti

= 1 doubted that
accurite idea of home-
all from a homo-
gexua view. Many of them
had no idea of the tremendous guilt
feelings we suffer, especially when
much of our though znd desires (and
of course our actions, go completely
against everything we have been
taught to consider normal. It is a
very alienating feeling.

t the assembly I was upset at
some Buppossd Christians who thought
that tneir Christianity was some
form of credential when talking
about the validity of the homosexual
lifestyle und AUS motions.

The homosexual, im our democratic
society suffers many forms of oppression-

N

YA Sy

'\ {bﬁg‘-‘}\\( e s NI

the most specific on that day being “All right, you submi( to their
where the liomosexuul's sexuality was experiments and they give pou @ "
seen to be ainormsl and perverted - bamena but at the end—whoare pou”

(the validity of which can be dis-

cussed publicly and voted on). The

fagt that our rexuslity is sean to be fmrjop\j A
5 4 ha indrement i

debatable and that judgement PART OF LIFE /

passed on its merits or demori

e

4 crying example of exuactly the type 10
of oprression tlhot we undergo: that F\E.!ii
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to our own
th.t our 13 i L

table in the first €a ) ‘:—-

iociety 4dssumes that hetrosexuality
is the best and only way of live. Sure,
it is, for many - but by no means for

21l and 1 had hoped thut this CD“]-‘J REALL
have been reflected by some of the 5 LIFE Y
more intelligent and progressive "orE ]
menbers of community on that day.

¥ people don't want to take over
the world. They want freedom to ex-
bress themselves to fulfill their pot-

ential as loving human beings and for
homosexuality to be regerded as a
viable wzy of life within society.

Rtprr.ziug.cd frem Asce lta

SCV  Franksten
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It will be interesting to no

comments in the first sessi e
legal situation and the law

CAMP (NSW) has steadfastly )
the belief in law repeal not reform:;
the reasons for which have been
elucidated in previous issues of
CAMP INK. Apparently homosexuals in
South Australia and Victoria are
backing up the law reform in the ACT.
The format of the conference
out below.

is set

Registration $3.00 for students and
pensioners
$5.00 for others.

This fee
papers.

includes $1.00 for

of
le.

limited number
billets availab

Accommodation

The collective must be notified of
people needing billeting by August 1.
Registration forms available at the
Club Rooms or by writing to the
Secretary of CAMP (NSW).
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Melbourne

Collec

erence Collect

CAMP CLUB
ROONMS
Sz

COFFEXE SHOE

# Executive Meeting second Saturday

afternoon at Zp.m.

every

# Open every night - also Saturday

afternoons.
# TV lounge, cards, darts, chess, etc.
# Fortnightly parties - ring P

Friend (02) 660-0061 for dat

# Women's social night and discussion
group Wednesday nights.

# Men's social night Fridays

# Youth Group Saturday afternoons 1 pm

ion Gro

Open discuss
Mondays Ph

p alternate

e-a-Friend for dates

conference

33a Glebe Point Road,

(Near Broadway)

Glebe.
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FRIDAY, 16 AUGUST

B0O pm. RECEF

SATURDAY, 16 AUGUST
830-11.00 am. HOW HOMOSEXUALS ARE
OPPRESSED

Education
— Media
Religion
— Legal situation and law reform
Family
Selt oppression

11.00 &.m.—1.00 p.m. WORKSHOPS

~ Coming Out

— Bisexuality

- Lesbian Mothers
Homosexuals and their families

— Gay Cult
Being Homosexual at work
Australian Gay History

8

200-4.00 p.m. SPEAK OUT
All welcome to speak on their persona
£ rience and vie

430-6.00 p.m, WHY HOMOSEXUALS ARE
OPPRESSED
tion of the political nature of
pression through thearetical

ind
r

ity or selt identity?

S scapeqgoats?

Necessity of homosexual oppression?

SUNDAY, 17 AUGUST

900 1700 am HOMOSEXUALITY
AND FEMINISM

A discussion ol homosexual oppression and

10

August 16, 17 1975

Melbourne University Union

| |Conference |

|

Women and men working togather?

11.00a 1.00 p.m. WORKSHOPS
1ism
Leshian Separatism (Women only)
Ageism

—Sexual Objectification
—Homosexuals and the Left
A group

1.00-2.00 p.m. LUNCH
Different State groups could meet over lunch
concerning future action

2.00-4.00 p.m. HOMOSEXUAL MOVEMENTS —
PAST AND FUTURE
An-anlaysis of experience in Gay Liberation
Camp and other homosexual rights groups
What will have the greatest impact for change
on contemporary Australian society?
Problems of sexism among homosexuals
Possibility of unity among homosexuals?
Possibility of unity amang leshlan women
and male homosexuals?
radiction between ideology and gut
-tions (conditioning?)
qard a non-sexist sociaty

400-530pm ACTION WORKSHOPS
rmation of new action groups and
ng of specific interest groups 1o disc
ete proposals for acnion
| health workers
twn groups, e.g teachers, students

ysexual counselling

CAMP INE VOL 4 No.

Parents of homosexuals

e
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ARE YOUR DOORS LOCKED?
ARE YOUR DOORS LOCKED?
ARE YOUR DOORS LOCKED?

KEEP OUT ANY UNINVITED
GUESTS WITH:

A DOOR CHAIN,

A DEADLOCK,

A PEEPHOLE,

DOOR CHIMES.
EFFICIENTLY INSTALLED!
SECURELY INSTALLED!!!!
CONTACT: T. HAMER

7/88 EIGHTH AVE.
CAMPSIE.
NSW 2194.
24 HOUR PHONE SERVICE
274337
CAMP Members 25% off
all work.

Page 13
nla.obj-788150296
National Library of Australia



Camp ink.

AMP

INEK
13

VOL 4 le.

ARMED FORCES

Homosexual Sergeant

erforma

ETOUNS 1 they st
line, good order, 1
and security,” Tall and red-haired, Mat
ovich has become, in the words of
rican Civil Liberties Union Lawyer
Navid Addlestone, "a beautiful case™ for
legally challenging the military’s prohi-
st homesexuals
Long Odyssey. He is doing just
farch, Matlovich, a race-rela-
i a's Langley Air
ommanding «

IS

—discharg 4
the customary procedures by demanding
that a three-officer board review his
case, and says that he will take his fight
to the Supreme Court if necessary

Matlovich’s act was the culmination
of a long personal odyssey. The son of a
career Air Force sergeant, Matlovich
grew up on military bases in such places
as Charleston, 5.C., Alaska and Guam.
In 1963, after graduating from high
school in England, he joined the Air
Force, "I knew | was homosexual then,”
he says. “l had been since I was in the
seventh grade.”

Ultraconservative in politics and so-
cial values, he looked with great loath-
ing upon his sexual desires. To bolster

is selF-esteem, he says, he clung to rac-
ist views. "I kept thinking that if there
was someone lower than me on the Lo
tem pole, it was not 0 bad. It was a de-
fense mechanism.”

Gay Bor. In 1971, however. Mat-
lovich began training as a drug-abuse
and race-relations instructor at Hurlbur
Field in Florida, and his prejudices be-
#an o evaporate. As he came to realize
that his contempt for blacks was ill-
founded. his stereotyped disdain for ho-
mosexuality crumbled too. All along he
had denied himself sexual contact; now,
with considerable irepidation. he visit-
ed a gay bar in Pensacola and had his
first homosexual encounter

The Pentagon plans to hold 1o its
rulebook. The presence of homosexuals
in the service, it argues, could impair re-
cruitment; other young men might feel
anxious about living in close quarters
with them

Page 14
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TECHMICAL SERGEANT LEONARD MATLOVICH

In addition, Defense Depart

ment officials contend, homosexuals
cannol command respect as officers or
noncoms and are prey to blackmailers.
Replies Matlovich, who had top-secret
clearance in the 19608 while working as
an electrician on Minutemen ICBM §i-
los: “Who's going to blackmail me?”

Fellow airmen at Langley continue
o accept Matlovich as a fine noncom.
He finds sexual pariners by frequenting
a gay bar in Norfolk twice a week, but
now that he can be open aboul his way
of life he is thinking of & more sedate ar-
rangement: “1 want a lover. | want to
setile down.” For now, his chief con-
cern 15 working to dispel the military’s
timeworn fears. “We don't want any i
cense to rape,” says Matlovich. “We just
want the right to work.”

TTME 9th

d Matlovich, Adr

the

Last

less-than

lesbian

dolph, 22 4, and Pr

bie Watson, 2 Texas, \

mitted their sexual prefe s L0 an
INterrog the result

ing camp

Fort De

1o fight the di
somn, “as farup

DISCRIMINATION U.S. ARMY STYLE
Tn June, the U.S. Army started
proceedings to give less-than-
honourable discharges to two
lesbian WACs. Pfc Barbara Ran-
dolph and Private Debbie Watson
voluntarily admifted their homo
sexuality as a result of a sme
campaign at Fort Devens in Mass
echusetts. Debbie and Barbara
intend to fight the rlismissqls
"as far up as we can go" said
Debbie. Both women, who are 1in
their twenties, have company
their fight. A while back,
Air Force tried the same thing
Sgt Leonard Matlowvich. He nas
begun a legal challenge to the
military's 'no homosexual ser-
vicemen (or apparently, women)
policy.'

the
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from the clock in the kitchen. The
food didn't taste very nice, and I
jian't feel like eating any longer.

jas Steinar going to work back to-
pight? He hadn't mentioned anything
shout it. No, he wont come home any
faster if I stand at the window and
look out for him. Should I start

to do the dishes? Or was that

trying to prove something? Oh well,
time passes if I do the dishes,
then I do not care what Steinar
thinks.

in hour and a half passed and still
no Steinar. Should I sit and read
again? No, I can't concentrate.

Unconsciously I put on my coat. The
chilly night got me in a better
mood. Where was I going. Had there
been an accident? Perhaps Steinar
was in hospital? It would not hurt
to check. I hung up after finding
out that he was not there, thank
God.

I went to the park and sat down.
Come to think about it, it was this
park where I had made sexcontacts
before. Perhaps Steinar had been
here to find a partner? Why not?

I could not stop him, could I? But
at this time of night there was no
life in the park. I walked around
the park twice. What would I say
if I met him here? I felt cheap,

28 if I was out spying on him.

Slawly I started to walk home. My
bitterness was gone. Only a strong
feeling of wanting to hold Steinar
in my arms, to feel his strength
and his warm body, as I done so
many times before.

I stopped to look in the shop win-
dow around the corner. Looked at

all the things but did not under-
Stand what I was looking at. Slowly
I continued my walk home. Suddenly
Smecne came running towards me
talling my name. It was Steinar!

We embraced each other as if we were
afraid to lose each other.

Page 17
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"There was no-one at home so I came
out looking for you."

"But where have you been, Steinar?"
"Wait and see. Do you see the blue
car over there? It is ours! I went
and bought it today but as I am not
the most perfect driver I did not
check how much petrol there was and
I ran out of petrol out of town."

Hand in hand we stood there locking
at the car. What people passing by
laughed at I do not know. Perhaps
we seemed to be in love and happy.
But what is that to laugh over?
Perhaps they had forgotten what
it's like to be in love?

Stop for a rest. A cigarette and

a proud lock owver the clean floor.
Then it was time to start thinking
about what I was going to do for
dinner. Something very easy, of
course. The first thing that came
into my mind. I didn't really feel
like starting it. At last though,
I proved to myself that I was not
that lazy, and a stew was not so
bad after all.

Steinar and I had lived together
for a vear now. 1t was one of
those very 'hot' affairs that every
one warns you against. Most of our
friends were surprised that our
relationship had lasted so long.

0Of course, there had been arguments
but that happens all the time. The
great love story had started to
wear off. But we still liked each
other, very much. We had a nice
time together. We knew that we did
not own each other.

A while ago, I'd decided I was
going to take a weeks holiday this
month. In my case, once I1've made
up my mind on something, I don't
often change it. But here I was,
sitting about like a housewife. Oh
well..... Today. though, dinner
would be ready on time. When you
aren't used to cooking, it takes a
bit to work out how long it will all
take. However, the table was set,
and the time left between now and
Steinars' arrival, I'd use to read
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started c
L book i
not be hard to fill

was

The time passed ¢
loocked at the

B C k, 1t was
past the time that Steinar
have been home. I said a fe
chosen words to the wall and
a new chapter. Whether it
hunger or tension that mac
reading, I don't know. If
come in the next ten minutes, I
would start eating without him.
Every second, I expected to hear the
sound of his key in the door. The
only sound I heard was the sound

Knut Jensen(Translated by C. Stahl
from 'REVOLT', Aseda, Sweden.)

EDINBURGH:
INTERNATIONAL
GAY RIGHTS

CONGRESS

1974

Congress was held in Edinburgh,
Scotland, from Dec 18-22 last vear.
From the start, it was cobvious that
sexism was going to be right out in
front as amajor practical issue.
The organisers of the Congress had
largely ignored women in the
planning stages and throughout.
Many womens groups had boycotted
the Congress because of the sexist
nature of the organisation. The
women delegates held a caucus, and
the following morning the whole
issue of sexism was put before the
Congress wvia a resolution which
read:

National Library of Australia

ess notes: 1) That
8 Congress
2) That the
organisatior

therefore

have token and
in act ty, placed
position in the Congr
position into which women have beer

1 a secondar

placed virtually throughout their
history.

Congress
1) That
sexism - which is the oppression
by others or by o elf of any
person on the basis of sex, sexual
orientation, or gender-role play-
ing - should be the primary issue
of this Congress. 2) That this
Congress shall endorse the inter-
national feminist movement. 3)That
future Congr involve women as
primary organisers - not in token
roles but in major roles from the
inception of the Congre 3
This resolution was adopted by

an overwhelming majority.

of

Unfortunately, the overwhelming
majority seemed to for about
what sed as the

( Reporting

b at the end of the Congress,
on the Womens Workshops, Bernice
Humphreys told her audiences

ol

"Nothing has come from this
conference but tokenism." She said
that the women had been highly
critical of the congre arranges=
ments "but these criticisms are
not personal. They merely reflect
an attitude." And it was this
attitude, of thoughtlessness and
indifference towards women and
towards gay people who were also
oppressed by sexism, which she
and her sisters were attacking.

Bernice Humphreys of Sappho Gay Wives and
Mothers
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atemer
in s¢
them

ss witho

1n a concluding
Jelegates recei
lence, she tolc
e this Congres
gar the future of the
and we will attend no more
conferences.”
felegates to the Conare
from 19 countries, i
ralia(alright. w Was
gsd. Heona Kona. Puerto R
erain. Holland and the Brit
Isles. There were. un rhur
1o representatives from the 'Ir
furtain' countries. The organis
ers, Derek Ogg and Ian Dunn said
in the Congress brochure: "The
International Gay Rights Congre
sarks an historic event in the
history of the fight for gay lib-
sration. For the first time, a

is a
no homosex

A ' = - I ctLer o
truly international conference of Sk el 1 e Ehe
gay people will discuss and vindictive attitude of

recommend ways in which indiwvidual
national say organisations can i tried to take a Ltand
work together to assist in the £ the UPPLI sion of homosex-
i 7 - 4 34t of om 3
realisation of homosexual equality 4als. Elaine, who was the First
open homosexual to be elected to
an American State Legislature
(Massachusetts), spcke of the
orts to keep her out of the Le
; ; that

those who, at

4

DEREK OGG and IAN DUNN,
CONGRESS ORGANISERS

rief outline of the main topi

the Congress follows. Full : . )
teprints of the papers may be ELAINE NOBLE (USA)

2]

tbtained from the Organisers at: AY WOMEN.
o Mayfield Gardens,Edinburgh &
i3 2BU, Scotland.

of the plenary sessions was
oted to the disci ion of the

ys bhetween
gay women, sment ,

' the gay movement. Que on:

n have decided to form their
oups rather than try to put
r own points of view within
planned conference events. Why:
.r: Gay males still have a lonc
to go in understanding sxism.

ne
|

Turbulent relationsh
e womens mow
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Although organised male gays are
beginning to realise just how
fundamental a gquestion it is for
gay liberation as well as womens
i]l",‘FEFLit.i.()(‘., gay women have .'-3{'-'!'_‘[2! a
long time dis sing it within the
feminist movement and their level
of awareness is further developed
than gay mens. It is therefore
difficult for them to get anything
out of discussions of sexism with
men, because men are only now
starting to do their own ground-
work. Thus meaningful discussions
- for a lesbian - only take place
with other feminist lesbians.
Some gay men have begun to apprec-
jate what feminism and gay liber-
ation have in common. But basic-
ally, all men, whether gay or het,
are brought up to play a male role
in 1ife, and there is no social
stimulus from outside for them to
reject that dominant role. To that
extent "All men are guilty until

proved innocent" of sexism. Gay
men had often asked lesbians to
"Peach us about sexism", but it is

not going to be women who cure themn
of their sexism. Often the regquest
for information is simply a sop for
their consciences - I've asked for
information, I've shown my heart

is in the right place, now I don't
have to bother anymore. But if

gay men really are anxious to reach
an understanding with their gay
sisters, there are a wealth of
books and pamphlets on the subject.
The other way is to read, and join
with other men in consciousness-
raising groups, so that one's own
personal awareness is affected,
rather than relying on a sort of
cold, intellectual, clockwork app-
reciation of the ideas. It is not
enough to be concerned with behav-
iour patterns only - like the man
who stops opening doors for women
because it is sexist - one's att-
itudes have to change.

Women have been accused of claiming
that there is no difference between
the sexes, when quite clearly there
is. Lesbians have never claimed
any such thing. Of course there
are differences, but in no way do
these differences justify the
assumption that one sex is better
than another. ST

YOUNG AND OLD.

15 year old Stewart Hunt spoke of
the risk of expulsion from school,
aggression from fellow pupils and
the fury of parents which young
gays faced if their homosexuality
became known. He said that it was
very difficult when you were young
to convince people that you were
gay. They will tell you you're not
that you will grow out of it, but
will not not try to accept yodu as
a homosexual. He stressed the
need for improved sex education
and for radical changes in the law
to abolish 'age of consent' legis-
lation. In its place he wanted
tighter rape laws to protect young
people who were genuinely being
taken advantage of. He criticised
CHE for dragging its heels about
young people. Danny Franco who
works with a parents enguiry gruop
pointed out that in work done with
young gays, young girls were almost
always ignored, even though they
faced similar opposition from
society in all areas except that
of the law. George Hislop from
Toronto regretted that during the
session on the problems of older
gays, all the young gays appeared
to have left the hall. Young gays
rejected older gays because they
did not find them attractive as
sex objects. CHE reported on their
work with older gays and had had
very encouraging results. The
Chairperson of this session, said
he too deplored the absence and
non-participation of the young
people, and he was urged to repeat
his statements when the next
session convened.

COUNSELLING AND BEFRIENDING.

After introducing the session, Rutf
Schrock from SMG warned those in-
volved in helping gays as "seeing
themselves as experts and the
people they were trying to help as
problems". Speakers from various
counselling and befriending serv-
ices including Homosexual Communit)
Counselling Center (New York),
Friend (CHE London & national) and
Icebreakers (London & national)
discussed whether formal helper/
helped reationships were a help Or
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3 hindrance, whether those
advice should be activelj

sged to come out, the coor
petween themselves and o

institutions (Samaritans e
and the composition
of their own groups and
services. Widely differing
and ideas resulted in a very

noisy session.

L.
RUTH SCHROCK of SMG
INTERNATTONAL ACTION/FEDERATION .

he International Action Workshop
recommended that international
iction be continued after the
longress through the setting up of
i number of Task Forces. The next
longress, to be held in Puerto

ico in 1976, will be co-ordinated
rough a Congressional Task Force
Wio would arrange alternative fac-
tlities in either Norway or Irelanc
thould the antigay attitudes of
their government make it entirely
impossible. Task Force on Organ-
Isations is to establish links

¥ith world organisations to help
tilise their experiences in the
Eﬂht for gay liberation. Task
force on Communication to develop
techanisms for the international
fmmunication of gay news and info.
Task Force on Oppression to pre-
Pare a survey of the legal status
of gays in different countries,

#d make recommendations on tact-
165 to change oppressive legislat-
Wn- Finance for Task Forces to
E?.ﬂnd]ed by a Committee, alomg
“ith operating funds for the 1976
“Ongress,

“ingress also accepted a motion
_2: th? %ambda sign(the Greek
:&;er 1') be adopted as the
“*8rnational symbol of gay liber-
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in the US
commonly underst
For the wh
NOT TO BE TA}
BY MEN, as appear
ppened in the US.

Workshop subje included
Religion, the Media, Women, Sexual
finorit , Gay Theatre, Politics
ition.

and Ed

The Congress also gave the city of
Edinburgh its first gay march.

It grew out of the lack of media
coverage - again, gay people were
being ignored. Around 500 gays
marched on the offices of "The

Scc a d the BBC. The result
was a full time reporter at the
Congress from the newspaper, and a
series of interviews on the BBC. A
tangible victory indeed.

What those who attended the
Congress got out of it is probab-
ly best summed up by a "GAY NEWS"
editorial: 'A lot of the real
Congress work took place away from
the microphones. Those who got
the most out of Edinburgh were
those who siezed the rare opport-
unity to sit down with two or
three people from different count-
ries, with different experiences,
and just talking and listening.

In particular, listening. For
that is what was missing from the
full Congress sessions.

Brian Woodward

Thanks to GAY NEWS, and Internat-
ional Gay Rights Congress 1974

organisers for information.
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DOCTOR DUNCAN

REVOLLITION
BOOKSHOP

FEMINIST & GAY LIBERATION RESOURCES

A COUPERATIVE NON-PROFIT BOOKSERVICE
Now-sevist & quality homosexual literature

SEND O FREE CATALOGUE NN |
REER INFURMED!  SUBSCRIBE 1O OUR
MONTHLY BOOKNEWS

Looking for good gay reading? We
have novels, poetry, politics,
magazines - more than enough to
keep you going - and a MONTHLY
BOOKNEWS subscription ($2:00 p.a.)
will keep you informed. Not only
are prices discounted, but many
titles are exclusive to us. We are
the only homosexual bookshop in
Australia and we specialize in mail
order. TRY US. Send for a free
catalogue now. You won't regret it.
We have hundreds of devoted readers,
and they keep coming back for more.

A1l inquiries to:

PO BOX 12,

NORTH ADELAIDE. SA. 5006.
Telephone (08) 267 3159.

If you're in Adelaide, drop in to

88 Hill Street,
North Adelaide.
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Schools was
out that in the Interim
Education, a statement was made
that it was necessary to get away from the
biological gspects and yet the first issue
discussed is the biological aspects. Under
this heading comes the differences between
males and females which has the hidden
implication of heterosexuality. By
emphasis on the reproductive tem, the
role of women i as a mother. As
Joyce Stevens pointed out, many women are
still seeing sex only accept
marriage for ree of reprod
are still not able to recognise
enjoyable. Meg Smith related
women to accept that they hav
which are just as great but di
men's.

need for

«ual urges

In the Personal Development course there
tends to be an undercurrent of heterosexu:
Homosexuality is mentioned last in the se
part of the program under other
gs problems in adolescence, prom
and masturbation. There seems to be the
implication that homosexuality is only a

phase in adolsscence, there 1s reall

tion of homosexuality as a valid alternative

difestyle.

LESBIAN MOTH

After five days here

T still Wasn't used to the coldr
Of this courtroom.

The jud
The cou
And =

no feslings,

r-man, the clerk-man
i ff—man were
ex-husband-mar

pne-faced.

S ed piously at the

Never look
My own law
nd me
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s beside me.
(I could not seethem)
lpas ] partic

waman, and
two other friends—woman.

I wore a dress, make-up,
My hair | nylons, ; shawved.
I looked per 4k -

Quiet, t
Perfectly

My lawyer-m
On the stand r
Too compa
Just a 1littl
For the jud

I'm sorry, Wy E1=—ma
The tears wouldn't come
T w the sct-lady,
When I was 5 ad to be
The child-mother feeling everything.
How foolish

feeling nothing
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E M FORSTER MAURICE $1.20 (Recomm)

Penguin Paperback, 1972

Maurice - Forster s Homosexual Hero

e in 1913-14 but
because of the obvious autobiographical
reference to his own humosexual;ty. there
was no question of his publishing the novel.
As he wrote afterwards “Such a thing
could not happen until my death and Englands;
There was an obvious psychological

motivation in writing such a novel, since

it was inspired from the beginning as the
depiction of a homosexual love-affair which
remains happy “for the ever and ever that
fiction allows™, not ending, as has come

to be expected, with the ritual expulsion

or death of the morally corrupting obstacle
to an otherwise healthy and happy world.

That is, the novel works psychologically as
an expiation of guilt through an idealistic
rationalisation of the authors own situation.
However through the form of the novel,

this theme transcends the intellectual to
become a living, believable artistic entity.

E M Forster wrote Mauri

Despite the intense psychological affinity
Forster has with the problems of the hero,
Maurice himself, the novel has artistic
balance and form, justifying its presence
beside Forsters other better-known novels.
The implications of this remark becomes
clearer when we liken Maurice in this
Iespect to Lawrences Sanq aEE-Eﬂvers.
Emliugs of which sreh largely from Lawrences
inability te distance himself psychologically
from Paul Morel. v 1l

the

Me plot revolves around the central charac-
t2r of Maurice himself, born in the

Frivileged, dominating middle-class in

England before the turn of the century. He
SIOWs. up convinced intellectually of his
status, mentally dull and pedestrian
tapable of snobbishness and insensitivity.
15 physically handsome, even attractive,

and
He

aan]js (typically unimaginative) surprise
PPular at the eng of his school days at
Sunningtap,

To this apparently uninterest-
Forster adds something that
torments him, and finally

an increasing attraction to his

haracter,
dkesg him up,
Saves hin,

YL gay,
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For

Mauric

all 85 1nsensitivity and even
Forsters enlighte
Oof humanity prevents
pathetically.

ed understanding

him bei viewed

h an

t of basic, incorruptible honesty
(ironically one of the “corner )
values of milieu) which
tries appease it with h
values, finally forces him to
desires.

Maurice

his

to

inherited
realise his
And in rejecting the values to
he had for so
he reaches a level
first

whic long paid lip-service,

of heroism. After his
real love-affair, with Alec, when he
sees himself as he must, on the outside of
his cosy middle-class values, we c see
even sensitivity in him, his sensibilities
sharpened in maturity, through the imposed
banishment from feelings he would presumably
have taken for granted had he been straight.

The

fineness of Forsters treatment of Maurice
lies

in the sense of balance he achieves in
the continual movement and development of
characters. After the boys first
undefined stirrings, his real step towards
sexual fulfilment is in the relationship
with Clive, a cleverer undergraduate at

Cambridge, in whom he sees at first the
perfect compromis
at

e between the desires which
this stage he must still call immoral,
the fact that he cannot escape his
uality. Clive calmly sublimates his
sexual drives into a rarified platonic love,
“unsullied”™ by any hint of the physical and
orders the inexperienced and adoring Maurice
to do so too. Maurice, to whom even this
is liberation, acquiesces and the Precarious,
idealistic relationship lasts for three
vears, until Clive ends it by turning to
women. However it is through Clive that
Maurice meets Alec. Symbolised in Clive is
an ideal which we see deteriorate as Maurice
matures. Shortly after the end of the
affair, Clive is surpassed, declining with
the thinning of his hair, towards sterility
and unbearable patronage of his former lover,
as Maurice gradually achieves warmth and
attraction, becoming in his bitterness after
Clive, more and more sure of his moral
courage.

own

It is natural within the symbolism of the
novel, that Alec, Maurices real physical and
spiritual lover, should be a game-keeper at
Clives country house, for by the time Maurice
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