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 the

 revolution

 is  now?

 ;  The  emphasis  at  the  sixth  national  con-
 ference  of  the  National  Organization  for  Women

 held  this  February  in  Washington  was  equality
 with  men  throughout  society,  not  on  establish-
 ing  an  autonomous  women's  culture  and  politics
 in  their  own  right.

 This  direction  was  expressed  in  the  keynote
 address  of  NOW  president  Wilma  Scott  Heide  and

 in  the  press  conference  she  gave  afterward.
 "Every  social  issue,  every  public  pôólicy,

 every  institution  of  our  society  needs  feminist
 analysis  and  leadership  and  we  will  provide  it
 as  a  basic  requirement  of  a  humanist  world."
 She  called  the  "masculine  mystique"  the  dominant
 ethos  of  our  society,  which  needed  to  be  over-
 turned  by  a  "profound  universal  behavioral  rev-
 olution"  and  advocated  more  militant  tactics
 such  as  sit-ins  and  teach-ins.  Speeches  and

 -  setective  consumer  boycotts  have  continued-  to

 be  "substantively  non-persuasive,"  she  said.
 NOW  members,  for  instance,  should  educate

 .  the  Federal  Communications  Commission  by  take-

 over  actions  of  broadcasting  stations  if  the
 FCC  fails  to  develop  adequate  affirmative  action
 programs  demanded  by  the  current  NOW  licensing
 challenges.

 When  asked  by  a  newsman  whether  this  was
 really  necessary,  she  answered  that  she  advo-
 cated  "anýthing  short  of  violence"  to  implement
 action  mandated  under  law.

 Such  tactics  are  clearly  not  directed  at
 the  liberation  of  a  free  space  for  women,  a  wo-

 men's  culture,  or  variants  of  lesbian  separatist
 proposals,  but  at  joining  the  "man's  world"
 which  Wilma  considers  "our  world."

 Although  affirming  a  need  to  make  leader-

 ship  and  participation  in  NOW  independent  of
 personal  economic  resources,  Wilma,  once  a
 mutual  funds  representàtive,  said  that  "absence
 of  structure  and  impoverishment  from  inadequate
 dues  imposes  a  tyranny  that  is  even  less  healthy."
 [A  resolution  to  create  a  sliding  scale  of  dues
 payments  based  on  financial  means,  however,  was
 passed  at  the  final  plenary  session  of  the  con-
 ference.  |]

 E:  r
 i

 ns

 Wilma  said  she  preferred  the  term  "feminist
 movement"  to  "women's  movement"  and  that  what

 (which  NOW  is  considered  both  within  and  outside

 of  the  women's  movement),  from  which  men  who
 choose  the  difficult  task  of  living  feminism
 and  liberating  themselves  from  the  masculine
 mystique  will  not  be  excluded.  (She  advocated
 retaining  some  aspects  of  masculine  mystique
 such  as  decisiveness,  objectivity  and  bravery
 and  added  that  some  good  feminine  qualities
 were  "caring  and  sensitivity.")

 Citing  as  a  model  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,
 who,  she  said,  insisted  that  whites  be  part  of
 the  civil  rights  struggle,  the  NOW  president
 included  men,  "even  Richard  Nixon,  in  our  strug-
 gle."  So  far  he  has  not  taken  her  up  on  her
 invitation  to  meet  with  NOW,  Wilma's  third  at=

 tempt.  È
 Although  Wilma  stppped  short  of  saying

 that  sexism  is  the  primary  cause  of  oppression,
 she  did  conclude  her  speech  by  saying  that  the
 absence  of  women  at  every  level  of  public  life
 may  be  the  problem  in  our  society.  =

 When  asked  wħether  NOW  is  not  structured

 countered  with  "We're  not  all  that  affluent.
 NOW  doesn'.t  speak  for  all  women,  girls,  or  men,

 but  for  the  potential  in  them."
 Asked  about  what  role  class  can  play  in

 the  creation  of  a  more  humane  society,-she  admit-
 ted  that  class  analysis  has  important  values,
 but  doesn't  have  the  same  social  value  as  bal-
 ancing  men  and  women  in  institutions.  "We've
 never  tried  feminism,"  she  said.

 The  conference  itself  brought  together
 the  casually  dressed,  meagerly  employed  and
 the  well-groomed  professionals,  though  there
 seemed  to  be  substantially  more  of  the  latter.
 They  met  in  thirty  odd  workshops,  most  of  them

 chaired  by  task  force  heads,  some  proceeding
 according  to  pre-written  agendas  and  lecture  type
 formats.  Opportunity  for  the  expression  of
 diverse  concerns  depended  on  the  sensitivity
 of  the  individual  coordinator.

 The  resolutions  pounded  out  at  the  workshops
 and  presented  for  approval  at  the  Monday  plen-

 ary,  however,  dealt  with  just  about  every  class
 of  woman  in  just  about  every  aspect  of  life.
 Comprehensive  proposals  to  utilize  legal,  leg-
 isłative  and  educational  means  to  eradicate  the
 injustices  faced  by  women  in  this  country  in-
 cluded:  a  minimum  wage  of  $2.50/hour  extended

 to  all  workers,  including  domestics;  federali-
 zation  of  the  welfare  program;  introduction  and
 support  of  legislation  to  end  discrimination
 based  on  sexual  orientation;  lobbying  against
 federal  funding  of  psychosurgery  operations  and
 research  on  humans  designed  to  control  emotional
 or  social  behavior;  the  decriminalization  of
 prostitution;  research  into  and  revision  of

 Most  of  the  resolutions  were  preceded  by
 lengthy  "whereas"  sections,  the  language  of
 which  clearly  reflected  what  feminists  outside
 of  NOW  have  been  saying  for  a  long  time.  NOW,

 with  its  15,000  members  and  political-respecta-
 bility,  may  have  the  leverage  to  effect  institu-
 tionalized  change  that  local  radical  feminist
 collectives  cannot  bring  to  bear.

 The  question,  of  course,  is  what  kinds  of
 changes  NOW  will  concentrate  its  forces  on  ef-
 fecting.  The  organization  is  top  heavy  with
 executive  officers,  a  national  board,  an  advisory
 board,  and  task  force  heads;  resolutions  ap-
 proved  in  principle  by  the  membership  are  not

 necessarily  acted  upon  by  those  in  power  (see
 report  on  lesbian  caucus,  page  7);  its  major
 endeavors  over  the  years  since  its  inception
 in  1966  have  been,  as  the  application  for  mem-
 bership  states,  "to  bring  women  into  full  parti-
 cipation  in  the  mainstream  of  American  society,"
 while  allowing  the  basic  structure  of  that
 society,  which  necessarily  keeps  most  women  in
 the  mainstream  of  the  home  and  low-paying  jobs,
 to  go  unchallenged.

 The  resolutions  presented  at  the  conference
 ranged  from  one  establishing  a  Stockholder  Action
 Plan  to  one,  buried  in  a  pile  of  unattributed
 resolutions  from  "individuals  and  chapters"  which
 read:

 "Whereas  NOW  is  not  committed  to  any  parti-
 cular  socioeconońic  system  except  one  which  en-
 sures  and  is  premised  upon  full  participation
 of  all  people;  Whereas  the  time  has  come  to

 raise  fundamental  questions  concerning  the
 structure  of  society,  particularly  a  society
 premised  on  profit  and  competition,  to  ascertain
 whether  it  can  achieve  the  human  goals  that  NOW
 stands  for;  Be  it  resolved  that  a  special  com-
 mittee,  consisting  of  persons  whose  political
 philosophy  is  change-oriented,  be  established
 to  undertake  a  serious  in-depth  study  of  the
 economic,  social  and  political  philosophy  of
 our  society  to  determine  how  or  whether  NOW's

 goals  can  be  effectuated  within  the  present
 framework.  The  special  committee  shall  report
 its  findings  and  recommendations  directly  to
 the  next  National  Conference."  .

 That  resolution  if  implemented  by  the

 women's  movement  as  a  whole  would  go  a  lot
 further  towards  the  liberation  of  women  than

 the  numbers  game  NOW  advocates.

 (For  further  coverage  of  the  NOW  convention,
 see  pages  6  and  7.)
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 commentary

 off  my  data  trail

 Everybody's  doing  it---the  do-gooders,
 the  government,  the  banks,  the  schools,  the
 labor  unions  and  so  on.  Americans  are  being
 surveyed,  measured  and  questionnaired  to  the
 point  where  much  of  what  they  feel,  think  and
 do  is  recorded  somewhere  on  someone's  computer-
 ized  data  file.

 It  may  be  argued  that  the  gathering  of
 vast  amounts  of  data  and  statistics  is  vital
 to  the  smooth  functioning  of  our  large  and  com-

 plex  society.  How  else  would  private  industry
 have  known  where  to  concentrate  their  effort  on

 selling  clothes  dryers  if  the  government  had
 not  been  pressured  into  asking  citizens  on  the
 1970  census  whether  or  not  they  had  a  dryer?

 Even  if  you  can  fight  an  ad  campaign,  a  much
 more  important  consideration  is  that  this  ac-
 cumulated  information  can  and  will  be  used
 to  control  you  in  any  other  way  the  government

 or  any  agency  sees  fit.  McCarthy's  job  in  the
 50's  would  have  been  immensely  speeded  and  he

 could  have  destroyed  more  people  had  he  had

 computer  records  of  security  investigations.
 Just  think  of  what  his  soul  brothers  (Nixon

 and  company)  will  be  able  to  do  now  with  the
 recent  developments  in  computer  technology.

 with  &  without  consent
 Data  is  collected  and  recorded  on  in-

 dividuals  sometimes  with  and  sometimes  with-
 out  their  knowledge.  Even  when  people  are
 aware  that  they  are  filling  out  a  questionnaire
 or  survey  that  will  end  up  being  entered  into
 a  computerized  data  file  they  usually  do  it.
 The  mobility  of  some  people  in  this  society
 tends  to  make  them  want  central  data  files.
 They  want  to  be  able  to  "take"  their  credit
 rating  with  them  quickly  and  conveniently.
 Some  people  will  also  eagerly  give  information
 to  the  government  if  they  think  government  ser-
 vices  will  be  improved.  And  very  often  people
 faced  with-  divulging  information  feel  they
 have  no  choice---very  often  deceptive  lan-
 guage  is  used  in  the  wording  of  questionnaires
 making  it  sound  like  the  only  choice  is  to
 answer  the  questions  or  go  to  jail,  completely
 hiding  the  other  choice  of  simply  throwing  the
 form  into  the  trash  can.

 beware  the  welcome  wagon

 But  sometimes  people  are  unaware  that  data
 is  being  collected  about  them.  Everyone  knows
 of  course  that  no  phone  call  is  sacred.  But
 no  one  ever  suspects  such  innocents  as  the
 "Welcome  Wagon"  people  who  greet  newcomers  to

 a  neighborhood  with  sample  products  and  ads
 from  local  merchants.  The  newcomer  as  part  of

 `  the  deal  is  also  asked  to  answer  some  personal
 questions.  The  "Welcome  Wagon"  representative
 walks  out  knowing  a  great  deal  about  the  new

 resident---income,  religion,  age,  etc.  All
 this  information  is  then  sold  to  the  local
 merchants  and  credit  bureaus.  The  individual
 has  no  control  over  the  credit  bureau  data.
 As  a  matter  of  fact  people  are  hardly  ever  a-

 ware  of  which  agencies  know  what  about  them.
 Aside  from  the  fact  that  most  collectors

 and  handlers  of  personal  data  will  use  it  or
 misinterpret  it  to  their  benefit  with  no  con-
 sideration  for  the  rights  of  the  individuals
 involved,  there  are  other  dangers  inherent  in

 computerized  data  collection.  When  information
 is  put  into  a  computer  data  file,  the  individual
 hardly  ever  gets  a  chance  to  verify  that  it
 was  translated  correctly.  An  individual  even
 more  rarely  gets  a  chance  to  update  her  or  his
 data  record  as  the  information  becomes  outdated.

 So  far  what  has  kept  citizens  somewhat

 safe  from  absolute  control  by  data  accumulated
 about  them  is  that  it  has  been  kept  on  magnetic

 tapes  (such  as  those  on  tape  recorders)  which
 are  quite  bulky  and  can  not  hold  vast  amounts

 of  data.  Until  recently  these  tapes  have  had
 to  be  physically  carried  from  one  computer  sys-
 tem  to  another  in  order  for  data  to  be  shared

 between  agencies.  So  the  problem  of  getting
 all  the  data  available  on  one  person  together
 has  been  a  monumental  task  even  with  computers.
 But  new  technology  has  been  and  is  being  devel-
 oped  to  handle  these  problems.

 laser  technology

 There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  money  spent

 by  the  federal  government  and  by  IBM  among  others

 to  develop  a  new  laser  process  that  can  record
 and  read  data  at  very  high  densities  thus  ob-
 viating  the  bulkiness  and  unmanageability  of
 magnetic  tapes.  This  process  consists  of  re-
 cording  data  by  a  laser  beam  burning  minute

 `

 holes  in  plastic  tape..  The  tape  can  then  be
 read  by  passing  another  laser  beam  across  the
 tape  as  it  rolls  through  the  tape  reader.  In
 the  reading  process  the  light  from  the  laser
 beam  passes  through  the  holes  (without  changing
 them)  and  is  translated  into  electrical  im-
 pulses  which  can  be  fed  into  the  computer.

 There  are  two  important  results  from

 the  laser  beam  process:  (1)  a  great  amount  of
 data  can  be  recorded  on  a  small  amount  of  tape;

 (2)  the  reading  and  writing  of  data  will  be
 thousands  of  times  faster  than  with  magnetic
 tape.  One  4800  foot  reel  of  laser  produced  tape
 can  hold  a  twenty  page  dossier  for  every  person
 in  the  U.S.  This  entire  reel  of  tape  can  be
 read  into  a  computer  for  processing  in  less
 than  half  a  day.  h

 time  -sharing

 The  laser  technology  is  still  experimental
 and  has  not  been  generally  implemented  into
 data  processing-.technology  yet  but  some  other
 advances  have  changed  the  picture.  When
 computers  came  on  the  scene  they  were  de-

 signed  to  handle  data  processing.  jobs  se-
 .  quentially  and  one  at  a  time.  This  is  known

 as  "batch  processing."  As  the  brain  portion
 of  the  computer  was  designed  to  work  faster
 and  faster  this  mode  of  operation  became  inef-
 ficient  because  the  computer  could  process
 data  much  faster  than  its  input  and  output
 devices  could  read  and  write.  The  solution
 to  this  wasted  internal  brain  time  was  to
 connect  several  input-output  terminals  (con-
 soles)  to  the  same  computer  and  design  a
 complex  monitor  program  that  would  control
 the  machine's  attention  and  switch  it  at  very
 high  speed  among  the  commands  coming  in  from
 the  various  terminals  permitting  several  users
 to  utilize  the  machine  at  the  same  time.  This
 has  become  known  as  time-sharing.  Consoles  at

 *

 many  remote  locations  can  all  utilize  the
 same  computer.  This  is  how  airlines,  companies
 with  regional  offices,  multi-campus  universities
 run  their  computers,  Time-sharing  also  makes
 possible  the  National  Crime  Information  Center
 (NCIC)  established  by  the  FBI.  This  center
 provides  city  and  state  police  forces  with
 immediate  access  to  information  on  stolen
 property  and  missing  persons.  By  1969  the  NCIC
 was  providing  data  through  several  thousand
 terminals  to  police  in  every  state  except
 Alaska.  There  are  plans  to  add  all  police
 arrest  records  to  the  NCIC.  There  are  no  plans
 to  upgrade  or  verify  the  accuracy  and  quality
 of  the  data  being  put  into  their  files.

 One  other  major  development  in  computer

 technology  has  been  the  ability  to  hook  up
 two  completely  separate  computers  together
 through  communications  channels.  This  way
 all  the  data  files  available  to  either  com-
 puter  are  available  to  both  computers.  For
 example,  a  bank's  computer  could  utilize  a
 credit  bureau's  computer  and  have  access  to.
 the  credit  bureau's  data  files.  And  police

 SyS  Lems  are  sharing  information  in  this  manner also.

 universal  i.d.

 The  federal  government,  in  keeping  with

 its  history  of  maintaining  dossiers  on  citizens,
 is  taking  advantage  of  the  new  technology.
 There  has  been  a  renewed  push  toward  assigning
 everybody  a  personal  identification  number.
 In  order  to  collate  and  merge  data  coming  in
 from  different  sources  it  is  essential  that
 these  data  have  some  identifier  in  common.

 In  1948  the  National  Office  of  Vital  Stat-
 istics  proposed  a  National  Birth  Certificate
 Number  giving  each  new  individual  born  a
 unique  lifetime  identifying  number.  Many
 newspapers  retaliated  with  angry  editorials
 and  cartoons  raising  the  threat  of  "Big
 Brother."  The  measure  was  defeated.  However,
 in  the  past  decade  the  social  security  number
 has  become,  if  not  officially,  the  universal
 identification  number.  There  is  hardly  any
 questionnaire  of  form  that  does  not  ask  for
 an  individual's  social  security  number.  Most
 personnel  files  are  kept  by  social  security
 number.  And  of  course  there's  the  IRS  that
 operates  on  it.  The  Congress  will  probably
 pass  in  the  near  future  a  bill  making  it
 necessary  for  a  social  security  number  to  be
 assigned  each  child  at  birth.

 national  data  center

 Not  only  has  the  government  wanted  to

 assign  everyone  a  unique  identification  num-
 ber  but  in  the  mid-1960's  it  attempted  to
 centralize  its  information  gathering  activities
 by  proposing  a  single  federal  statistical  center--
 to  be  called  the  National  Dâta  Center.  Advoc-
 ates  of  the  center  felt  it  would  reduce  dup-
 lication  in  the  government's  data  collecting,
 provide  broader  and  more  useful  ranges  of  data
 and  provide  a  data  processing  pool  for  all  the
 agencies  who  did  data  handling.  But  when  ques-
 tions  were  brought  up  as  to  whether  there  would
 be  controls  and  limitations  on  the  use  of  the
 data  no  guarantees  of  individuals'  rights  were
 provided.  The  proposal  did  not  get  through
 Congress.

 But  since  computer  systems  can  now  be
 hooked  up  easily  and  share  data  there  exists
 a  kind  of  de  facto  National  Data  Center.
 Agencies  can  feed  information  to  other  agencies

 Congress  did  not  even  get

 the  chance  to  lay  down  any  policy  guidelines
 to  protect  individual  privacy.  The  data  net-
 work  that  now  exists  is  also  harder  to  attack

 than  a  centralized  system  because  the  data
 being  processed  is  scattered  in  various  10-
 cations.

 The  only  way  to  slow  down  the  data

 centralizing  process  at  this  point  is  to
 refuse  to  fill  in  questionnaires  and  sur-
 veys.  And  by  all  means  don't  let  in  the
 "Welcome  Wagon."

 by  margaret  devoe
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 commentary

 Last  November,  when  Jean  Westwood,  then

 national  Democratic  chairwoman,barred  a  non-
 union  Còlumbia  Broadcasting-System  camera
 crew  from  a  news  conference,  she  was  abeused

 by  the  press  establishment  of  news  manipulat-
 ion.  CBS  President  Rictbrd  Salant  said  that
 her  action  involved  fundamental  free  press  and
 free  accéss  issues.  The  New  York  Times,  whose
 class  interest  in  the  dispute  is  connected  to-
 that  of  the  management  of  CBS,  ran  an  editor-
 ial  which  criticized  Jean  for  not  consider-
 ing  the  public's  right  to  know.

 Situations  like  this  present  liberals
 with  apparent  dilemmas,  whether  the  principals
 are  garbage  workers  and  a  garbage-laden  popul-
 ace  or  newspaperpeople  and  news-hungry  readers
 and  television  viewers.  The  utilitarian  prob-
 lem  of  weighing  of  rights  is  only  the  tip  of

 the  iceberg  however.  Beneath  the  surface  is
 a  çlaring  contradiction  within  capitalist
 society.  In  this  case,  the  role  of  the  news-
 paperperson  as  newsgather  is  put  in  contra-
 diction  to  hėr  role  as  a  worker  engaged  in
 battle  with  the  management  of  her  paper,  the

 paper  which  is  at  the  same  time  the  vehicle
 through  which  s'e  performs  her  function  of

 newsreporter.  Thus  her  class  and  professional
 interests  are  put  at  odds.  The  mystique  of
 professionalism  is-  used  against  all  white-
 collar  workers  to  discourage  unionization  and
 worker  solidarity.

 profit

 The  capitalist  press,  however  liberal,
 is  still  part  of  the  profit  structure.  With
 some  allowance  for  occasional  crusading  jour-
 nalism,  an  everyday  daily  must  make  a  profit

 to  stay  in  business.  The  threat  of  bankruptcy
 is  very  real,  as  witness  the  decimation  of
 då`i}y  newspapers  in  major  American  cities.
 The  concentration  of  media  by  merger  and  syn-
 dicalization  poses  a  threat  to  a  varied  and
 vital  press  and  the  free  exchange  of  opinion.
 Since  the  dailies  are  kept  afloat  by  advert-
 ising  revenues  more  than  they  are  by  sales
 to  readers,  though  a  high  circulation  must  be
 maintained  as  an  allurement  to  advertisers,
 the  straight  press  has  a  vested  interest  in
 an  everexpanding,infinitely  profitable  waste
 economy.  As  Grigory  Moiseyev,  an  official  of
 the  Soviet  Union,  where  they  control  the  press
 more  overtly,  said  recently  »  a  free  press
 in  tke  United  States  is  only  as  free  as  the
 burdens  placed  upon  to  remain  financially solvent.  G:

 That  the  motivation  of  the  straight  news-
 papers'  cries  of  outrage  with  tbgard  to  the
 dangers  of  a  free  press  is  primarily  econom-
 ics  not  idealism  is  evidenced  by  serious  con-
 sideration  on  the  part  of  the  American  News-

 paper  Publishers  Association  of  a  proposal

 of  the  First  Amendnent.

 The  resolution  of  the  capitalist  con-
 tradiction  wħich  keeps  the  newspaper  and  the
 newspaperperson  from  being  free  to  do  the
 work  that  journalism  and  journalists  should
 do  depends  on  newspaperworkers  taking  control

 of  their  workplaces.  Only  when  reporters,
 editors  and  production  people  control  the
 publications  for  which  they  work  will  a  truly
 free  press  evolve.  Newspapers  and  magazines
 and  electronic  media  will  be  media,  not  just
 means  of  making  a  profit.

 workers’  control

 Workers  control  is  not  a  pie-in-the-sky
 thing  in  the  future.  For  as  an  article  on
 the  subject  by  John  Lawrence,  writer  for  the

 English  anarchist  weekly  Freedom,  states,
 the  cooperatives  which  exist  today  originated
 in  workers'  pooling  resources  to  cut  out  the
 middle  man  in  consumer  industry.  Though
 hardly  radical  today,  ýłey  are  not  exactly

 capitalist  either.  They  were  originally  besed
 on  the  principle  of  mutual  aid.  Workers'
 control,  Lawrence  argues,  is  a  natural  direct-
 ion  for  labor  to  take.  Advantages  of  workers'
 control,  according  to  Lawrence,  are  equal
 wages  and  flexible  hours  of  work,  reduction
 of  division  of  labor  so  that  workers  can
 learn  a  variety  of  skills,  and,  finally,
 a  way  of  getting  off  the  treadmill  of  high-
 er  and  higher  wages.  Indeed,  workers'  con-
 trol  was  a  cause  that  many  workers  died  for
 during  the  Russian  revolution.

 However,  until  our  society  turns  from

 profit  making  on  the  part  of  corporations
 to  control  by  neither  the  state  nor  the  cor-
 porations  but  by  the  workers  themselves  in

 every  institution  of  society,  we  can  find
 models  of  new  ways  of  working  `ʻand.  forerunners

 of  a  truly  free  and  economically  unshackled
 press.

 There  is  a  strong  tradition  of  workers'
 control  in  the  alternative  or  "underground"
 press.  When  the  Los  Angeles  Free  Press,  the
 nation"s  largest  underground  was  unionized
 by  the  Newspaper  Guild  last  November,  the

 issue  of  workers'  control  was  as  much  a  con-

 cern  as  general  working  conditions  and  wages.
 The  newspaper's  founder  Arthur  Kunkin  lost

 control  of  the  publication  to  private  inter-
 ests.  Our  own  off  our  backs  policy  is  to  make
 editorial  decisions  collectively,  at  least  in
 theory,  and  to  abide  to  the  dictum  of  "if  you

 write  it,  you  lay  it  out."  These  are  policies
 clearly  in  the  tradition  of  workers'  control.

 more  than  journalism

 In  an  excellent  article  on  the  alternative
 media  in  the  February  19  issue  of  the  Nation,
 Dåniel  Ben-Horin,editor  of  New  Times,  a  news-
 paper  out  of  Phoenix,  says  that  underground
 newspapers  go  beyon:  journalism,  and  by  infer-
 ence,  beyond  workers'  control,  which  is  after
 all  an  econaċmic  measure,  which  goes  only  part

 way  in  describing  the  cultural  and  emotional
 relations  of  the  staffers  of  most  underarounds

 to  their  publications.  Ben-Horin  says  that
 underground  papers  have  "functioned  as  labor-
 atories  to  test  ideas  about  social  organizat-
 ion."  (Can  they  be  compared  to  the  communities

 of  the  utopian  socialists  of  the  19th  century?}

 "When  the  women  of  New  York's  Rat  throw  out  the
 men  on  the  paper,  or  when  the  San  Francisco
 Good  Times  (  and  numerous  other  papers)  tries

 to  sntegrate  an  absolutely  egalitarian  com-
 munal  life  style  into  the  operation  of  a  28-
 page  biweekly  paper,  what  we  have  is  not  just

 good  or  bad  journalism."

 The  historical  importance  of  the  under-
 ground  press  lies  in  the  possibility  that  it
 can  produce,  if  nothing  more,  a  cadre  of  med-
 ia-aware  workers  with  nonhierarchical  and
 non-sexist  views  about  personal  and  job  re-
 lationships,  Ben-Horin  says.

 In  fact,  in  the  future,  new  standards
 may  apply:  degree  of  interaction  with
 the  community,  degree  of  non-sexist,  collect-
 ive  organization,  and  degree  of  active  part-
 icipation  in  loca]  political  and  social  dev-
 elopments,

 In  the  face  of  concrete  proposals  to  main-
 tain  freedom  of  the  press,  such  as  shield  laws
 to  make  communications  to  a  reporter  privileged
 and  implementation  of  affirmative  action  and
 public  access  legislation,  the  more  radical
 course  of  struggling  for  workers'  control  and
 an  integrated  life  style  to  create  an  ʻautoro-
 mous,  in  our  case,  women's  press  may  seem  im-
 practical  and  far-fetched.  Yet  when  we  con-
 sider  that,  despite  Nixon's  obvious  and  sus-
 tained  campaign  against  the  constitutional
 rights  of  a  free  press,  71%  of  United  States
 daily  newspapers  backed  his  reelection,
 directing  our  attention  and  energy  to  a  strong
 alternative,  worker-controlled  press  may
 be  the  most  practical  course,  after  all.  May-
 be  we'11  be  undergrounds  in  more  than  name,  too.

 by  frances  chapman

 the  Newspaper  Guild.
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 commentary

 the  first  step

 The  Supreme  Court  decision  on  abortion:  was

 called  a  great  victory  in  the  press  on  January
 22.  From  the  first  reports  on  TV  and  radio  it
 was  assumed  that  women  had  finally  won  the  right
 to  choose  an  abortion,  at  least  in  the  first
 three  months  of  pregnancy;  Theoretically,  the
 abortion  laws  of  every  state  were  declared  in-
 valid  and  all  states  would  have  to  conform  to
 the  ruling.  :

 A  month  later  when  the  impact  of  this  rul-

 ing  has  bêgun  to  be  felt,  it  becomes  apparent
 that  what  was  won  was  only  a  significant  first

 start  in  a  continuing  struggle  for  the  right
 to  choose.  :

 The  Supreme  Court  ruled  on  two  cases,  one

 from  Texas  and  one  from  Georgia.  While  the

 rulings  explicitly  concerned  only  the  abortion
 laws  of  those  states,  the  fact  that  the  laws
 were  declared  unconstitutional  implies  that:
 abortion  laws  in  all  states  would  be  unconstit-
 utional  and  would  need  to  be  repealed  or  changed

 :  to  conform  to  the  Supreme  Court  ruling

 c  In  both  test  cases  which  were  brought  be-
 fore  the  Supreme  Court  the  women  involved  sought
 a  judgement  on  the  basis  that  the  abortion  laws
 in  their  states  abridged  their  rights  to  pri-
 vacy  as  guaranteed  in  the  first,  fourth,  fifth,
 ninth  and  fourteenth  amendments.  Indeed  the
 Supreme  Court  ruled  that  "the  ninth  amendment's

 reservation  of  rights  to  the  people  is  broad
 enough  to  encompass  a  woman's  decision  whether

 or  not  to  terminate  her  pregnancy."  However,
 Blackmun,  the  Supreme  Court  Justice  who  deliv-

 ered  the  opinion,  concluded  that  although  the
 right  of  privacy  does  include  the  abortion  de-
 cision  that  "this  right  is  not  unqualified  and
 must  be  considered  against  important  state  in-
 terests  in  regulation."  The  division  of  the
 pregnancy  into  three  trimesters  and  the  diff-
 erent  rules  which  may  obtain,  was  based  on  the
 state's  vested  interests  in  the  health  of  the
 woman  and  later  in  the  protection.  of  the  un-

 born.  The  woman's  absolute  right  to  privacy
 was  upheld  only  for  the  first  trimester.  This
 is  the  period  for  which  it  was  shown  through
 medical  data  that  mortality  rates  for  women  u
 undergoing  legal  abortion  appear  to  be  as  low
 as  or  lower  than  the  rates  for  norma  child-
 birth.  Blackmun  reasoned  that  regulations  by
 the  state  for  the  purpose  of  protection  of  the
 health  of  the  woman  are  unnecessary  for  the
 first  trimester.

 During  this  time  a  woman  and  her  doctor

 may  choose  freely  to  terminate  a  pregnancy.
 However,  at  this  point  it  must  be  remembered

 that  the  woman's  right  to  choose  is  to  a  cer-
 tain  extent  limited.  Blackmun  stated  very
 clearly  that  this  decision  did  not  rule  in
 avor  of  abortion  on  demand.  The  decision  gave

 u  woman  the  right  to  choose  within  the  medical

 judgement  of  the  physician,  with  the  physician
 defined  as  one  who  is  currently  licenced  by
 the  state.

 In  the  second  trimester  of  pregnancy,  the

 compelling  state  interest  in  the  health  of  the
 woman  allows  the  state  to  regulate  abortions
 "tó`the  extent  that  the  regulation  reasonably
 relates  to  the  preservation  and  protection  of
 maternal  health."  The  fact  that  abortion  be-
 comes  a  more  complicated  and  dangerous  pro-
 cedure  is  what  allows  the  state  to  intervene.

 In  the  third  trimester,  after  the  time
 of  viability  the  protection  of  the  unborn
 Tife  becomes  the  compelling  interest  for  the

 At:  this.  point  the  state  may  proscribe
 abortion  except  to  preserve  the  health  or  life
 of  the  woman.  s  i  :

 state's  interest
 The  idea  that  any  state  interest  is  more

 compelling  than  the  woman's  right  to  privacy
 in  the  case  of  abortiohĥ  must,  be  questioned.

 Making  abortions  a  matter  of  choice  during

 the  entire  pregnancy  doès  not  mean  that  an
 abortion  will  always  be  chosen.  The  res-
 ponsibility  involved  here  would  be  tremen-
 dous,  but  one  that  could  certainly  be  hand-
 Ted  by  a  doctor  and  a  woman  who  understood

 the  responsibilities.  Presumably  a  woman's
 doctor,  much  more  than  the  state  is  capable
 of  determining  whether  an  abortion  is  safe  or
 advisable  in  a  given  situation.  A  woman  when
 given  all  of  the  medical  considerations  would
 also  be  in  a  position  to  intelligently  òpt  for
 an  abortion  or  not,  within  her  own  morals  or

 religious  beliefs.This  kind  of  private,  care-
 ful  decision  is  certainly  preferable  to  the
 arbitrary  regulations  which  may  be  applied  by
 the  state  to  control  abortions  during  the  sec-
 ond  and  third  trimesters.  Decisions  like  that
 will  never  be  able  to  occur  unless  women  con-

 tinue  to  struggle  not  only  for  an  end  tò  res-
 trictive  abortion  laws,  but  also  to  have  access
 to  all  of  the  medical  information  necessary
 for  a  responsible  choice:  A

 -anti-abortion  forces
 This  Supreme  Court  ruling  is  ambiguous

 enough  to  havè  opened  the  way  for  freedom  of
 choice  to  ėxist  within  the  limits  described  a-
 bove.  While  the  right  to  abortion  is  clearly
 given  to  the  woman  and  her  doctor  in  the  first
 trimester  the  question  of  the  second  and  third
 trimester  is.  left  to  the  individual  states.
 The  ruling  does  not  say  that  a  state  must  im-

 pose  regulations,  only  that  it  may.  Keeping
 the  states  from  passing  anti-abortion  laws
 will  be  difficult,  for  the  most  part  there  is

 Nebraska  has  already  moved  to  pass  a  bill  wh

 which  would  impose  the  strictest  regulations
 allowed.  Virginia  has  rejected  a  liberal  bill
 which  would  have  conformed  to  the  Supreme

 Court  ruling.  Many  states  have  not  yet  re-
 moved  the  regulations  prohibited  by  the  ruling
 and  abortions  are  not  being  allowed  even  in

 johanna  vogelsang
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 the  first  three  months  of  pregnancy.  At
 least  on  constitutional  ammendment  prop-
 osed  by  Maryland  Congressman  Hogan  which

 would  prohibit  all  abortion  may  be  brought
 before  Congress.  Anti-abortion  laws  will  be
 passed  unless  the  abortion  movement  is  strong-
 er  than  the  anti-abortion  movement  and  in  most
 cases  it  is  not.  The  Catholic  Church  and  the
 Right  to  Life  Group  which  is  supported  by  the
 Catholic  Church  lead  the  fight  against  abortion.
 They  are  very  well  financed  and  have  been  suc-
 cessful  in  many  states.  The  war  they  wage  is
 an  emotional  one  and  their  ammunition  is  bot-

 tled  fetuses  and  color  pictures  of  "unborn
 children".  They  have  the  money  to  splash  these
 pictures  and  emotional  phrases  on  billboards,
 in  newspapers  and  on  picket  signs  in  frønt  of
 abortion  clinics.  It  was  this  kind  of  action
 that  won  the  fight  in  the  Michigan  Abortion
 Referendum  for  the  anti-abortion  groups.  The
 Catholic  Church  will  not  stop  its  fight  until
 abortion  is  prohibited,  for  unlike  other  re-
 ligious  groups,  they  would  impose  their  be-
 liefs  on  all  others.  The  Catholic  Church  has
 said  that  "abortion  is  not  only  a  sin  for  ev-
 eryone."  Other  religions  have  taken  the  pre-
 ferable  attitude  that  now  more  than  ever,  since
 abortion  is  more  available.  These  religions
 stress  the  teaching  of  religious  attitudes
 that  will  cause  a  woman  to  choose  against
 abortion.  These  attitudes  prevent  the
 freedom  to  choose  abortion  in  many  cases,  but

 in  a  more  subtle  way.  A  campain  against  att-
 itudes  like  them  will  certainly  be  necessary,
 but  the  attempt  of  the  Catholic  Church  and

 other  groups  like  it  which  would  stop  abort-
 ion  for  everyone  must  be  fought.

 WOoNnaace

 It  is  well  known  that  legislation  alòne
 does  not  automatically  cause  the  conditions
 of  that  legislation  to  exist.  Civil  Rights
 groups  are  still  fighting  for  school  integ-
 ration  twenty  years  after  legislation  was
 passed.  Even  after  abortion  legislation  is
 won,  there  will  be  a  struggle  to  ensure  that
 abortion  is  really  an  alternative  to  any  woman
 who  would  choose  it.  It  is  easy  enough  in
 Washington  D.C.  for  a  woman  to  find  an  abort-

 ion  clinic  or  private  doctor  where  "she  may  ob-

 tain  an  abortion.  That  may  not  be  the  case
 in  rural  communities.  It  is  *n  these  com-
 munities,  where  the  availability  of  doctors
 is  already  scarce,  that  a  doctor  who  opposed
 abortion  would  be  disastrous,  Since  ultim-
 ately  the  decision  as  to  whether  an  abortion
 is  performed  or  not,  even  in  the  first  tri-
 mester,  is  left  to  the  medical  judgement  of  a
 state  licensed  physician,  a  doctor  who  opposed
 abortion  could  effectively  remove  the  possi-
 bility  of  abortion  for  a  woman  who  had  no

 other  place  to  turn.  The  abortion  movement
 must  fight  to  change  public  attitudes  against
 abortion  stemming  from  archaic  beliefs  which
 picture  the  abortionist  as  a  butcher;  abort-
 ions  as  medically  unsafe,  and  fetuses  as  having
 life  from  the  time  that  they  are  conceived.  .

 It  is  these  attitudes,  along  with  legis-
 lation  in  favor  of  abortion  in  the  individual
 states  which  is  the  fight  at  hand.  It  can  be
 won.  The  fact  that  so  liberal  a  ruling  could
 be  handed  down  shows  the  results  of  the  abort-
 ion  movement  so  far.  The  next  step  is  a  fight
 Ffor  the  most  liberal  implementation  of  that

 ruling  that  is  possible,  combined  with  a  cm-
 paign  against  the  attitudes  perpetuated  by  the
 Catholic  Church  and  so  many  other  anti-abortion groups.  :

 by  carol  edelson
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 News

 $485  million  robbery

 American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  com-

 pany,  which  the  Equal  Employment  Opportunity
 Commission  estimated  pays  women  $500  million

 per  year  less  than  men,  has  agreed  to  com-

 pensation  payments  of  $12-15  million,  pro-
 mised  women  employees  a  new  promótion,  wage,

 and  training  policy,  and  submitted  a  model
 affirmative  action  plan  to  the  Office  of
 Federal  Contract  Compliance.

 The  charges  of  widespread  discrimin-
 ation  against  women  and  minorities  were
 brought  by  the  EEOC  when  the  company  filed
 for  higher  rates  in  1970,  a  case  which  is
 still  pending  before  the  Federal  Communi-
 cations  Commission.  The  settlement  reached
 by  EEOC  does  not  require  AT&T  to  admit  that

 it  "engaged  in  any  discriminatory  employ-
 ment  practices  or  other  practices  which
 constitute  violations  of  the  Federal  laws,
 regulations  or  Executive  Orders."

 Notable  because  it  involves  the  largest
 compensation  ever  paid  for  alleged  discri-
 mination,  the  agreement  also  marks  the  first
 time  that  OFCC  and  the  EEOC  have  coordinated

 actions  and  it  sets  an  enforcement  prece-
 dent  as  the  first  application  of  the
 principle  of  financial  restitution.

 The  settlement  distinguishes  between
 three  groups  of  employees:  non-craft  women
 and  minority  employees,  13,000  of  whom

 will  be  compensated  from  $100  to  $400  in

 recognition  that  many  failed  in  the  past
 to  seek  promotions  which  they  believed
 were  barred  to  them  by  company  policy;

 women  already  in  craft  jobs  will  receive
 back  pay  to  compensate  them  for  salaries
 which  did  not  equal  those  men  received  for
 identical  work;  fifteen  hundred  college-
 graduate  women  in  management  jobs  will  get

 back  pay  because  they  were:allegedIy  barred
 from  the  company's  rapid-advancement  train-
 ing  program.

 A11  the  Bell  companies  have  agreed

 to  adopt  affirmative  action  plans  based
 on  the  AT&T  model  accepted  by  the  OFCC.

 Using  15  job  classifications-ranging  through
 operator,  clerical,  sales,  and  skilled  c
 crafts,  goals  and  timeframes  will  be  devel-
 oped  by  each  Be11  company  for  those  class-
 'ifications  "where  underutilization  is  deter-
 mined  to  exist."  Goals  and  targets  of  appro-
 ximately  25%  will  also  be  developed  for
 males  in  the  operator  and  clerical  classes.

 Although  the  settlement  contains  assur-
 ance  that  collective  bargaining  agreements
 will  continue  to  apply  in  hiring  and  pro-
 motion  situations,  the  union  that  repre-
 sents  most  AT&T  workers  denounced  the  settle-
 ment  for  ignoring  its  collective-bargaining
 rights.  The  Communications  Workers  of
 America  lawsuit  filed  in  Philadelphia
 recently  charges  that  the  plan  violates
 the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act  by  requiring  :
 "preferential  discrimination  against  certain
 of  its  members."

 When  the  agreement  was  first  released

 January  18,  the  National  Organization  of
 Women  referred  to  its  restitution  provi-
 “sions  as  "chicken-feed"  compared  to  what
 the  company  should  pay.  The  organization
 also  complained  about  the  lack  of  specific
 timetables  in  the  affirmative  action  pro-
 gram  and  AT&T's  refusal  to  comply  with
 EEOC  guidelines  on  maternity  leave.  i
 Nevertheless,  NOW  attacked  the  union  reaction
 as  "an  attempt  to  placate  CWA's  white  male

 .  members,"  and  called  for  the  male  presí-
 `  dent  of  the  mostly  female  union  to  resign.

 UFE  £

 Wrc  guilty

 Ruling  on  class  action  charges  of  employ-
 ment  discrimination  against  women  brought  in

 March  1971  by  the  Women's  Rights  Committee  of

 NBC/WRC  TV  and  radio  stations,  the  Equal  Emp-
 loyment  Opportunity  Commission  January  29  for

 the  first  time  found  a  major  broadcaster  guilty
 of  sex  discrimination.

 The  commission  reported  that  NBC-owned
 Washington  radio  and  tv  stations  as  well  as  the
 NBC  Washington  News  Bureau  violate  Title  VII

 of  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act  by  "discriminating
 against  females.,.:  (1)  by  maintaining  segre-
 gated  job  classifications...,  (2)  by  discrimin-
 ating  against  females  in  its  recruitment  poli-
 cies,  (3)  by  discriminating  against  females  in
 its  maternity  leave  policies."

 The  commission  cited  WRC's  practice  of  ex-
 cluding  female  employees  from  training  positions
 by  "sending  notices  of  such  vacancies  to  only
 all  male  department  heads  and  managers."

 Another  class  action  charge  by  the  Women's

 Rights  Committee  filed  with  the  EEOC  in  Novem-

 ber  1972  states  that  NBC/WRC  denies  promotion

 opportunities  to  women  by  failing  to  post  all
 job  openings.  The  company,  it  says,  has  filled
 14  managerial  positions  (all  white  males)  in
 recent  months  without  announcing  their  availa-
 bility  so  that  qualified  women  could  bid  for
 them.  The  EEOC  has  not  yet  released  its  de-
 cision  on  that  charge.  :

 love  in  the  army

 The  Gay  Alliance  of  San  Francisco  is  pro-
 testing  the  "undesirable"  discharge  of  one  WAC
 and  the  impending  "undesirable"  discharge  of
 another,  upon  her  return  from  leave  to  the

 Fort  Ord  army  base  in  California.

 The  two  had  become  lovers  after  entering

 the  service  at  the  same  time  eight  months  ago
 and  were  married  February  3  by  the  chairman  of
 the  Gay  Alliance,  a  reverend.

 They  reported  having  been  threatened  by
 the  army  with  imprisonment  and  of  the  stockad-

 ing  of  WACs  who  refused  to  "cooperate"  by  "frat-
 ernizing"  with  commanding  officers  (female).

 According  to  the  army  public  information
 officer,  homosexuals  are  undesirable  and  must
 be  discharged  as  such.  One  WAC  accepted  her
 discharge,  waived  a  hearing  and  left  the  base.
 The  other  has  yet  to  be  disposed  of.

 The  Gay  Alliance  urges  those  who  condemn

 the  army's  policies  to  contact  the  Commanding
 Officer,  WAC  Detachment,  Fort  Ord,  California.
 An  army  of  lovers  may  fight  the  army.

 droppings.  .-

 BIGGEST  EVENT  OF  THE  YEAR--The  U.S.  has

 agreed  to  withdraw  their  troops  from  Viet
 Nam.  LONG  IVE  THE  TRUCE.  However,  before

 we  could  breathe  a  sigh  of  relief,  we  re-
 membered  that  the  U.S.  has  troops  in  other

 S.E.  Asian  countries.  I  guess  we'll  see
 you  all  in  D.C.  soon.

 DROP-IN--Childbirth  Conference,  Saturday,
 June  2,1973  at  the  First  Presbyterian
 Church,  Bedford  Street,  Stamford,  Conn.

 all  women  conference  on  the  subject  of

 childbirth.  For  more  info  write  to  Lolly
 or  Dorothy  at  Box  3488,  Ridgeway  Station,

 Stamford,  Conn.  06905--West  Coast  Lesbian
 Conference  April  13,  14,  15  at  UCLA.  For
 more  info  write  to  W.C.L.C.,  Barbara  Mclean,
 508  N.  Alta  Vista  Blvd.,  L.A.,  Calf.  90036.

 BIGGEST  EVENT  OF  THE  MONTH--Food  prices  went

 up  2%  last  month.  That  means  if  you  normally

 spend  $25  a  week  for  groceries,  you  will  now
 have  to  spend  $25.50  for  the  same  amount  of

 fosd.  We  are  outraged.

 SEND-IN--Catalog  about  Films  about  Women  from

 Polymorph  Films,  Inc.,  331  Newbury  St.,  Boston
 02115--Women's  Film  Co-op,  Fall  1972  catalog,
 200  Main  St.,  Northampton,  Mass.  01060.  Free
 but  they  would  like  contributions  to  cover
 printing  and  mailing.

 RUMOR  HAS  IT--al11  was  not  shown  on  NET's

 An  American  Family.  Allegedly,  Pat  Loud
 and  the  producer  of  the  show,  Craig  Gilbert

 were  having  an  affair  during  the  time  the
 Louds  were  being  filmed.

 3,704,470  U.S.  PATENT-"A  novelty  device
 which  simulates  a  pair  of  panties  which
 is  designed  to  fit  invertedly  in  the  breast
 pocket  so  as  to  simulate  a  handkerchief.  The
 bottoms  of  tie  leg  portions  are  bordered
 preferably  in  lace  with  the  teo  leg  portions
 slightly  separated  to  simulate  two  panel
 portions  of  a  hanky.  The-item  is  used
 for  its  amusing  shock  value  when  it  is

 removed  from  the  pocket  (of  a  man's  jacket)
 and  the  viewer  can  then  see  it  is  a  small

 pair  of  pants.

 LOCAL  DROP-IN--Tax  clinics  opening  soon  in  the
 Mt.  Pleasant  area  and  near  14th  &  Columbia  Rd.

 Saturday  and  two  evenings  a  week.  Call  Marie
 265-9637--The  Harvard  Street  School,  a  parent-
 run  free  school,  holding  a  workshop  Saturday
 March  10,  9-12  a.m.,  All  Souls  Church,  16th  &
 Harvard  St.  NW.  Charlotte  Fremon  Danielson
 leading  the  workshop,  called  "Discovery:  Learning
 in  Science  and  Math."

 PLATTER-SHATTER--Capi  tol  Records  has  Helen

 Reddy  ("I  Am  Woman,"),  we  now  hear  that
 Vicky  Carr  is  cutting  a  new  disc  call  Ms
 America.for  another  record  company,  because
 of  the  huge  success  of  Helen's  record.

 THE  CAT'S  MEOW--It's  been  a  long  decade.

 Green  fingernail  polish  and  white  anklets
 are  inthe  cards.  When  was  the  last  time

 you  tangoed.

 Write,  OREGON  WONDERDOG.,  SWAK

 FOREVER  YOURS,

 Chiku
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 more  Now

 press  passes
 Relations  between  the  press  and  the  women's

 movement  have  always  been  suspicious.  On  the
 one  hand,  women's  liberation  groups  usually
 didn't  have  one  spokeswoman  a  reporter  could
 get  statements  from  and  more  often  than  not

 there  was  no  cooperation  given  the/press
 or  the  press  was  boycotted  entirely.  =

 On  the  other  hand,  reporters  tended  to  make

 leaders  of  certain  women,  giving  no  recognition
 to  the  trend  toward  collectivity  and  consensus
 in  women's  groups.  They  misquoted  and  took

 statements  out  of  context  according  to  the  pre-
 cepts  of  the  macho  school  of  journalism  which

 focuses  on  the  sensational  at  the  expense  of
 the  authentic.

 One  evidence  of  the  disenchantment  with

 the  straight  press  is  the  KNOW  pamphlet  "Report-
 ers  You  Can  Trust."  :

 Ironically,  NOW  has  generally  been  rather
 cooperative  with  the  press.  Some  of  its  media-
 orientation  is  intentional.  One  of  NOW's  vice-
 presidents  is  in  charge  of  public  relations.
 It  has  officers  who  make  policy  statements  and
 hold  press  conferences.  In  some  ways,  NOW  has
 become  an  official  source  of  feminist  opinion.

 That  is  why  it  surprised  many  members  of

 the  press  to  be  excluded  from  the  workshops  and
 most  of  the  plenary  sessions  of  the  conference.
 No  distinction  was  made  between  members  of  the

 When  asked  during  her  post-keynote  address

 news  conference  how  the  policýy  had  evelved,  Wilma

 Scott  Heide,  president  of  NOW,  explained  that
 the  conference  was  for  NOW  members  only  and  that

 the  workshops  were  to  decide  strategy..  The  Ex-
 ecutive  Board  had  therefore  decided  to  bar  the
 press  from  the  workshops.  When  asked  if  she

 saw  a  difference  between  the  straight  press  and
 the  feminist  press,  she  replied  that  there
 was  a  difference,  but  there  simply  wasn't  enough
 room  in  the  hotel  to  accommodate  them.

 In  the  late  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of
 the  conference,  representatives  Of  the  feminist
 press  and  some  female  reporters  met  with  NOW
 press  relations  people  and  other  NOW  members  in

 the  press  room.  They  agreed  to  bring  a  proposal
 to  that  evening's  plenary  session  that  the  press

 With  the  support  of  Betty  FRiedan,  the  proposal
 that  all  press  be  admitted  to  all  sessions  was
 passed.

 In  the  press  packet,  ironically,  NOW
 boasted  of  a  press  of  "our"  own  as  one  of  the

 organization*s  accomplishments  and  cited  three
 independent  publications  as  examples.

 I  At  previous  national  conferènces,  though,
 `  press  had  been  excluded,  but  pressure  had  not

 been  so  acute  to  bring  the  policy  to  a  vote.
 According  to  Cheryl  Capps,  press  coordinator
 for  the  conference,  there  had  been  a  significant
 number  of  non-members  who  attended  the  conference

 in  Los  Angeles  18  months  ago.  Cheryl  doubted
 there  would  be  a  problem  with  the  press  again,

 as  it  was  clear  that  the  membership  at  large
 did  not  want  a  closed  conference.  |]

 Journalists  were  not  the  onlŷ  disgruntled
 group  however;  women  concessionaires  were  also
 aggrieved.  The  activity  at  the  conference  was

 Alot  of  it,  particularly  pecuniary,  went  on  on
 the  main  thoroughfare  of  the  mezzanine,  where

 stands  set  up  by  various  NOW  chapters  offered

 novelties  such  as  "Fuck  Housework"  aprons,  wom-
 en's  symbol  pendants,  literature  and  posters  to
 raise  money  for  the  chapters.  Ms  magazine  also
 had  a  stand  out  there.  Other  concessionaires,
 however,  paid  $50  a.  table  and  were  put  back  into
 a  more  inaccessible  gallery  area.

 Women  from  other  women's  publications  were

 upset  by-Ms's  favored  position,  based,  they
 charged,  on  the  fact  that  NOW  and  Ms  were  split-
 ting  the  price  of  subscriptions  sóld  through
 NOW  chapters  50-50.

 The  concessionaires  decided  to  attend  the
 Women  in  Business  workshop.to  propose  a  resolu-
 tion  to  return  the  price  of  the  table  to  the
 concessionaires  and  to  pledge  NOW  to  senšitivity
 in  the  future  to  the  problems  of  feminist  entre- preneurs.

 According  to  Mary  Vaziliades,  of  the  New
 York  City  chapter,Judy  Lightfoot,  newly  elected
 chairone  of  the  Board,  came  to  the  workshop  late

 and  persuaded  opinion  to  the  opposite  position.
 "She  didn't  want  to  admit  they  had  been  insen-

 sitive,"  Mary  said.  f
 by  frances  chapmar

 Ly

 workshop  was  the  only  reason  she  had  attended
 the  convention.  Finally,  a  black  woman  pre
 sent  protested,  "But  this  is  what  conscious-
 ness  raiśing  is  all  about.  The  whole  point  of
 it  is  to  change  that  cast  of  mind  which  makes

 you  feel  you  have  to  get  expert  advice  for
 everything.  Consciousness  raising  is  not  a

 skill  youcan  learn  from  experts.

 experts
 ward  the  conclusion.  of  NW's  conscious-

 ness  raising  workshop,  the  participants  agreed
 to  draft  a  resolution  proposing  that  DW  en-
 dorse  consciousness  raising  groups  across  the
 country  and  that  it  provide  information  to
 local  NOW  chapters  on  the  techniques  involved
 in  establishing  other  such  groups.  his  res-
 olution  was  the  logical  culmination  of  the
 hour  and  a  half  workshop  which  had  concerned

 itself  primarily  with  elucidating  the  mechan-
 ical  principles  involved  in  establishing  for-
 mal  consciousness  raising  groups.  Dorothy
 Tennov,  the  NOW  member  who  chaired  the  meet-

 ing,  announced  at  its  beginning  that  she  was
 experienced  in  setting  up  consciousness  rais-
 ing  groups  and  she  shared  her  experience  with
 those  present  by  presenting  alternative  pro:
 cedures  for  conducting  consciousness  raising
 meetings;  the  optimum  number  of  meetings  con-
 sciousness  raising  groups  should  hold,  sub-
 jects  such  groups  members  migġht  find  fruitful
 for  discussion.  None  of  the  women  at  the

 workshop  seemed  interested  in  using  it  to
 clarify  for  themselves  the  meaning  of  the
 term  "consciousness  raising."  :

 ħe  hotel  room  provided  for  the  workshop
 was  far  too  small  toaccommodate  all  the  women

 (and  the  few  men)  attending  it.  All  available
 floor  space  was  used,  and  the  doorway  was

 jammed  with  those  willing  to  stand.  When  the
 meeting  was  more  than  half  øver,  several  wo-
 men  walked  into  the  room--  late  because  of  an

 unexpectedly  lengthy  NOW  plenary  session.
 hey  said  they  were  very  angry  at  Tennov  for

 having:started  the  meeting  before  their  arri-
 val.  One  latecomer  said  she  had  travelled  500
 miles  to  learn  about  consciousness  raising.

 Lorna

 images

 The  workshop  on  "Image  of  Women  in  the  Med-
 ia"  was  chaired  by  Anne  Hall,  coordinator  of  the
 Now  task  force  on  the  image  of  women.

 She  began  by  announcing  that  she  is  writing
 the  only  column  on  women's  liberation  in  the

 country.  The  column  appears  in  her  hometown

 (Syracuse)  newspaper,  Half  an  hour  later  there
 was  still  a  line  of  people  waiting  for  the  floor
 mike  to  inform  Hall  that  she  wasn't  absolutely

 Then  she  described  an  information  kit
 which  contains  materials  pertaining  to  actions
 taken  by  NOW  in  the  past  18  months  in  order  to

 improve  the  image  of  women  in  the  media.

 Next  on  the  agenda  was  the  reading  of  a

 previously  prepared  list  of  goals  for  the  task
 force  to  work  on  for  the  next  18  months.  The

 list  included  getting  rid  of  the  sexism  on  the
 Dean  Martin  show,  removal  of  "My  wife,  I  think

 I'11  keep  her"  ads  by  Geritol,  and  eliminating
 the  blatant  sexism  in  children's  tv  cartoons
 and  shows.

 The  workshop  participants  were  then  invited
 to  amend  of  add  to  the  list.  Some  of  the  addi-
 tions  were:  elimination  of  sexism  in  government
 advertising,  working  toward  a  positive  image
 of  feminists  and  the  women's  rights  movement,
 and  taking  action  against  sexist  career  adver-
 tising.

 Also,  two  new  resolutions  were  adopted  con-
 cerning  the  oppression  of  lesbians  in  the  media.
 The  task  force  decided  that  the  media  should  be
 made  to  cover  issues  concerning  lesbians  and  that
 "where  the  media  has  been  misinformed,  misrep-

 resented  and  manipulated  with  respect  to  issues
 of  concern  to  lesbians,  they  be  forcefully  and
 repeatedly  brought  to  task."  These  resolutions
 were  brought  to  the  floor  by  a  member  of  the

 lesbian  caucus,  which  had  sent  representatives

 by  margaret  devoe
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 now,  cont’d

 lesbian  dynamics

 al  Organization  for  Women  and  about  three  years'
 confrontation  with  what  they  considered

 anti-lesbian  attitudes  within  the  organization,
 lesbian  members  of  NOW  for  the  first  time  form-

 ed  a  discrete  caucus  at  the  national  convention.
 [For  the  first  time,  too,  an  acknowledged

 lesbian,  Del  Martin  (co-author,  Lesbian/Woman),
 ran  for  the  National  Board,  stating  that  "Les-
 bians  remain  second-class  members  of  NOW"  and

 opposing  also  the  "growing  bureaucratic  struc-
 ture"  of  NOW  and  the  proposed  delegate  system

 of  voting.  She  was  among  the  winners.
 The  caucus  met  in  the  evenings  to  work  out

 goals  and  activities  as  well  as  resolutions  to
 be  presented  to  the  plenary  session.

 Supplementing  the  official  NOW  candidate
 questionnaire,  the  lesbian  caucus  prepared  its
 own,  questioning  candidates  for  NOW  offices  on
 their  consideration  of  lesbian  discrimination
 as  a  priority  for  NOW.

 At  the  Saturday  evening  caucus,  the  candi-
 dates'  responses  were  read  aloud  and  evaluated.
 With  perhaps  two  or  three  exceptions,  everyone
 running  expressed  unqualified  support  in  the
 fight  against  lesbian  discrimination  --  which
 brought  comments  of  approval  for  some  candidates
 and  cynical  laughter  før  those  others  whose  past
 performances  were  known  to  the  lesbians  gathered.

 The  response  of  Muriel  Fox,  former  chairone
 of  the  National  Board  and  newly  elected  chairone-
 of  the  Advisory  Committee,  drew  the  most  scorn.

 As  a  high-ranking  officer-  for  some  time  she  had
 done  nothing  to  implement  a  1971  resolution
 that  NOW  support  a  test  case  involving  child
 custody,  for  a  lesbian  mother,  it  was  noted.
 cording  to  Del  Martin,  she  had  also  remarked  in
 a  phone  conversation  that  if  Del  Martin  and  Syd-
 ney  Abbott  (co-aùthor,  Sappho  Was  a  Right-0n

 would  "use  their  position  to  proseltyze  for lesbianism."  -  s
 It  was  also  noted  that  Wilma  Scott  Heide,

 running  unopposed  for  a  second  termas  president,
 had  failed  to  respond  to  the  questionnaire.

 late  copy

 December.

 But  here.  is  a  backward  glance  at  two  of  them.

 =  .
 Margaret  Sloan  and  Gloria  Steinem

 NOW  elections  aside,  the  lesbian  caucus
 discussed  the  necessity  for  incorporating  the
 phrase  "sexual  orientation"  in  all  legislation
 against  discrimination  on  account  of  sex  in
 employment,  housing,  financing,  public  accommo-
 dations  and  child  custody  (a  resolution  on  this
 order  was  subsequently  unanimously  approved  at
 the  plenary);  for  doing  their  own  research  to
 combat  the  myths  about  lesbians;  for  changing
 the  image  of  lesbians  perpetrated  in  the  media;
 and  for  the  repeal  of  all  sodomy/sex  laws.

 They  remarked  that  although  sex  laws  are

 currently  used  to  entrap  male  homosexuals,  as
 lesbians.  become  more  political  these  laws  will
 be  turned  against  them  as  well.

 It  was  decided  that  members  of  the  lesbian

 caucus  would  attend  other  NOW  workshops  schedule

 for  the  following  day  to  ensure  that  the  inter-
 ests  of  lesbians  were  not  neglected  in  the  areas
 under  discussion,  i.e.,  consciousness  raising,
 image  of  women  in  the  media,  finance  and  credit.

 and,  especially,  the  Legal  Defense  and  Education
 al  Fund  (LDEF).

 The  LDEF,  according  to  its  descriptive
 the  "tax-deductible  arm  of  the

 National  Organization  for  Women."  It  gives  sub-
 stance  to  many  of  NOW's  goals  by  supporting  le-
 gal  cases  charging  violations  of  women's  rights.
 The  LDEF  had  refused  to  support  the  child  cus-

 last  year.  `A  landmark  case,  the  woman  was  even-

 tually  awarded  custody  of  her  child  but  under
 condition  that  she  see  her.  lover  only  at  certain
 specified  times.  The  lesbian  cauesus  decided
 that  an  LDEF  amicus  brief  in  support  of  the
 womam's  appeal  of  that  stipulation  was  in  order

 `  Before  ending  the  session  the  women  signed
 up  to  receive  and  work  on  a  national  NOW  lesbi-

 an  caucus  newsletter.  Of  the  2,000  women  who

 came  to  D.C.  for  the  conference,  200  strong  were

 The  next  day  about  75  women  and  men  attend-

 ed  the  LDEF  workshop;  one  representative  of  the
 lesbian.  caucus  searched  the  room  for  familiar
 faces  and  finally  found  one.
 LDEF  President  Sylvia  Roberts  was  explain-
 ing  the  tax-exempt  nature  of  the  Fund  and  its

 decisive  contributions  to  a  number  of  far-rang-
 ing  court  actions  to  give  women  full  legal

 photo  by  susan  rennie

 rights  under  the  constitution  when  the  woman
 from  the  lesbian  caucus  broached  the  subject
 of  the  lesbian  mother's  case.

 Roberts  quickly  countered  with:  "We  can
 Tose  our  tax-exempt  status  from  the  IRS  if  we

 cater  to  one  group.  We  have  three  criteria  for
 participating  in  a  case:  it  has  to  affect  the
 largest  number  of  women;  it  must  be  a  test  case,
 one  that  has  never  been  brought  before;  and  it
 must  communicate  concerns  about  ending  sex  dis-

 crimination.  We  have  five  lawyers  to  pass  on
 the  merits  of  a  case  brought  to  us."

 It  was  pointed  out  that  the  lesbian  mother
 case  met  all  criteria,  to  which  Roberts  respond-
 ed  that  fitness  on  the  basis  of  sexual  prefer-
 ence  and  practice  was  an  issue  that  the  defend-
 ant's  lawyer  had  told  her  was  not  going  to  be
 raised.  Therefore,  the  case  did  not  meet  the
 third  qualification.

 This  contention  was  refuted  by  another
 woman,  who  observed  that  that  was  the  issue  in

 the  case,  or  there  would  have  been  no  case.
 Roberts  replied  that  "this  whole  thing  is  taking
 alot  of  time.  We  have  many  other  things  to  dis-
 cuss  that  are  of  vital  concern  to  most  of  the
 people  here."  Many  of  those  people  applauded

 e  left..
 Roberts  then  settled  back  and  detailed  how

 NOW  members  and  chapters  and  special  interest

 groups  could  engage  the  LDEF  under  IRS  and  NOW

 guidelines.  "Our  dream  is  to  be  NOW's  lawyer
 in  a  wide  variety  of  litigations,"  she  said.

 Meanwhile,  outside  in  the  hall,  members
 of  the  lesbian  caucus  were  discussing  the  out-
 comes  of  the  various  workshops.  They  were  joined
 by  members  of  the  black  caucus,  who  were  angered
 by  the  fact  that  the  one  black  candidate  for
 the  National  Board  had  been  taken  off  the  ballot
 for  lacking  the  proper  credentials.

 Referring  to  the  lesbian  caucus  newsletter,
 Del  Martin  said,  "We're  going  beyond  this  con-  `
 ference.  It's  not  the  membership  we're  up  a-
 gainst,  but  the  ruling  clique.  We'll  get  it
 together  through  our  nationwide  commuhications."

 She  and  her  colleagues  then  left  to  meet
 privately  with  the  black  women,  a  natural  alli-
 ance  of  two  minority  groups,  especially  for
 those  women  who  were  part  of  both  caucuses.

 by  fran  pollner
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 international  feminism

 This  summer  women  from  the  women's  libera-
 tion  movements  of  the  United  States,  England,
 France  and  Italy  mét  for  two  days  in  Padova,

 Italy.
 They  issued  the  following  statement,  sent

 to  us  by  Priscilla  Allen,  London  correspondent
 for  the  United  Feminist  Press  International,
 printed  below:

 We  identify  ourselves  as  Marxist  feminists
 and  take  this  to  mean  a  new  definition  of  class,
 the  oìd  definition  of  which  has  limited  the
 scope  and  effectiveness  of  the  activity  of
 both  the  traditional  left  and  the  new  left.
 This  new  definition  is  based  on  the  subordina-
 tion  of  the  wageless  worker  to  the  waged  work-

 d.c.  area  news

 er  behind  which  is  hidden  the  productivity,  i.e.,
 the  exploitation,  of  the  labour-  of  women  in
 the  home  and  the  cause  of  their  more  intense

 Such  an  analysis  of

 class  presupposes  a  new  area  of  struggle,  the
 subversion  not  only  of  the  factory  and  office
 but  of  the  community.  It  also  presupposes  the
 struggle  in  the  two  areas  of  production,  the
 home  and  the  factory,  as  interdependent  to  com-
 munist  revolution,  and  the  destruction  once
 and  for  all  of  the  auxiliary  nature  of  women's
 struggle  within  the  struggle  of  class.  This
 assumption  of  the  auxiliary  nature  of  women's
 struggle  flows  directly  from  the  misconception

 to  the  reproduction  and  development  of  capital,

 a  misconception  which  has  so  long  hindered  us a  `  d  7
 Within  the  women's  movement,  therefore,

 we  reject  both  class  struggle  as  subordinate
 to  feminism  and  feminism  as  subordinate  to

 class  struggle.  Class  struggle  and  feminism
 for  us  are  one  and  the  same  thing,  feminism
 expressing  the  rebellion  of  that  section  of  the
 class  without  whom  the  class  struggle  cannot
 be  generalised,  broadened  and  deepened.  We
 believe  these  two  positions  in  the  women's
 movement  have  been  a  response  to  the  masculine

 management  of  the  class  struggle:  either  our
 uncritical  acceptance  of  their  fragmented  pol-

 `  photo  by  dana

 itical  theory  and  practice,  ot  our  uncritical
 rejection  of  class  in  response  to  this  accept- ance.  :

 While  we  place  ourselves  unambiguously
 among  the  revolutionary  forces  in  whatever
 country  we  find  ourselves,  we  reaffirm  the  nec-
 essity  for  the  autonomy  of  the  women's  move-
 ment.  This  autonomy  has  appeared  to  be  limited
 to  a  negàtion  of  the  left.  It  is  in  reality
 the  positive  expression  of  the  level  of  female
 struggle.  It  is  because  only  an  autonomous
 movement  is  looking  for  women's  lever  of  social
 power  that  it  offers  the  only  possibility  of
 driving  it  forward.  Theréfore  our  relations
 with  the  left,  while  we  may  utilise  informa-
 tion  and  contacts,  will  always  be  secondary
 and  subordinate  to  that  autonomy.

 For  these  reasons  we  wish  to  maintain  and

 develop  our  own  international  contacts,  our
 own  publications  in  translation  and  our  own
 joint  discussions  which  aim  ultimately  at  joint
 mass  actions  transcending  national  borders.

 The  International  Feminist  Collective  may
 be  contacted  at  the  following  addresses:

 Italy:  c/o  Dalla  Costa,  via  B.  Cristofori
 35,  Padova  35100;  France:  c/o  Galtier,  48
 Boulevard  Jourdan,  Paris  75014;  England:  c/o
 James.  20  Staverton  Rd.,  London  NW2;  U.S.:

 International  Feminist  Collective,  273  Clermont
 Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.

 still  motion

 A  wide  variety  of  images  and  techniques

 giving  new  dimensions  to  the  visual  experience
 were  exhibited  at  a  local  photography  show.
 The  "Talking  of  Michelangelo"  gallery  in  South-
 east  D.C.  showed  the  works  of  eight  photogra-

 different  styles  and  philosophies  of  photo- graphy.  É
 Of  the  three  women  photographers,  the  one

 who  impressed  us  most  as  having  the-freshest
 style  and  unique  technique  was  Dana.  Her
 pictures  are  studies  in  motion  of  woman,  some

 being  moving  faces  and  others  of  the  body  in

 a.  series  of  flowing  movements.  When  one  first

 Tooks  at  her  pictures  they  appear  to  be  just
 a;  trick  to  catch  the  eye,  but  upon  further

 yiewing  and  particularly  with  the  knowledge
 that  they  are  self  portraits,  they  acquire  a
 much  greater  meaning  and  depth.

 Betsy:  Frampton's  images  reflect  a  social
 consciousness  centering  on  the  dignity  of  the
 working  class  male,  showing  mostly  rural  scenes
 of  black  laborers  and  their  environs.  With
 her  excellent  technical  skills  and  her  ability
 to  empathasize  pictorially  with  these  people,

 neglect  the  women  in  these  scenes.  It  is  sad
 to  see  that  she  seems  to  be  imitating  some

 very  great  male  photographers  who  have  excell-
 ed  in  this  style,  yet  her  imagination  is  of
 a  scope  that  one's  emotions  are  nevertheless
 touched  by  the  humanness  of  her  subjects.  We
 Took  forward  to  the  day  when  women  will  also

 be  an  integral  subject  of  her  photography.
 Patricia  Smith-Fox  uses  the  technique

 of  hand  painting  to  transform  domestic  ob-

 jects  into  works  of  art.  Her  photographs
 are  mainly  still  lifes  of  the  tools  of  house-
 wifery--scissors,  sewing  paraphernalia,  etc.--
 which  are  then  painted  in  soft  colors  to  give
 them  a  vibrancy  and  cheerfulness  extremely

 pleasing  to  look  at.  It  is  heartening  tc  see-
 that  works  portraying  woman's  activities  at
 home  are  finally  a  subject  for  serious  artis-
 tic  consideration.  `

 Group  shows--particularly  those  exhibit-
 ing  local  photographers--are  too  scarce  in  the
 D.C.  area.  The  non-profitability  of  these
 shows  seems  to  be  the  main  reason  for  their.

 scarcity,  but  they  do  give  us  the  chance  to
 see  the  works  of  photographers  who  are  very

 talented  but  not  well  known.  We  hope  that
 other  galleries  will  follow  the  example  of
 "Talking  of  Michelangelo".

 by  delores  neuman

 and  gail  peabody
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 Among  the  Warramunga  of  Australia,  women  were  required  to  cover  their  whole  body

 with  white  pipe  clay  during  mourning.  Photo  of  a  January  20,  Inauguration  Day
 demonstrator  by  Delores  Neuman
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 OH  BABY,

 DO.  YOU  WANNA  BATH?

 The  Continental  Baths  is  a  homosexual
 glitter  palace  owned  and  operated  by  Steve
 Ostrow,  the  new  Mike  Todd  of  Sex  &  Enter-

 tainnent.  Secure  enough  in  its  gayness  to
 admit  straight  people  to  the  Saturday  night
 show,  the  Baths  of  74th  Street  have  received
 much  publicity  lately  as  the  birthplace  of
 Bette  Midler's  career  and  a  scene  to  make
 in  NYC.  What  has  not  been  publicized  is
 the  nascent  idea  of  a  baths  for  women  which
 was  actually  inaugurated  for  two  short
 week-ends  in  December.

 Twò  members  of  Ostrow's  staff,  Pinky
 and  Cheryl,  along  with  Joanne,  who  is  mar-

 ried  to  Steve,  became  the  "womanagers"  of
 the  "Little  Tubs"  at  111  W.  56th  Street.
 For  two  Sunday  thru  Tuesday  marketing
 experiments,  Ostrow's  56th  street  sauna
 club  (not  to  be  confused  with  the  fabulous
 74th  Street  Continental),  opened  exclusively
 for  women.

 Pinky  and  Cheryl  are  talented  women

 who  run  the  lights  md  the  house  band

 respectively  for  the  Saturday  night  show  at
 the  Continental.  Cheryl  is  a  professional
 musician  who  rehearses  many  of  the  acts  be-

 fore  they  perform.  Pinky  used  to  be  the

 bouncer  whe  kept  women  out  of  the  swimming
 poo?  but  has  since  been  promoted  to  light
 director  of  all  stage  shows.  She  never
 misses  a  cue,  Both  women  are  about  5'2",
 small  boned  in  features  and  blond  in  color-
 ing.  Pinky  wears  an  oldtime  Beatle  haircut
 and  wire-rimmed  glasses  which  she  adjusts
 by  placing  her  whole  hand  across  her  face

 when  looking  for  words  to  express  what  sha
 means,  Cheryl  curls  and  uncurls  in  her
 chair  while  talking  fast  and  omitting  sen-
 tences  replaced  by  snorting  laughter.  They
 have  lived  together  for  several  years  in  an
 apartment  in  the  west  80's  where  this  inter-
 view  was  conducted  with  a  tape  recorder  and
 three  bottles  of  wine.

 This  interview  is  by  Betsy  Donahoe.
 }

 How  did  the  idea  of  a  Continental

 Baths  for  women  originate?

 Pinky:  A  woman  customer  who  was  a
 guest  at  the  show  suggested  it  to  Steve
 Ostrow.  He  wanted  to  know  how  much  interest

 a  baths  for  women  could  generate  and  what

 exactly  women  would  want.  We  passed  out

 questionnaires  to  all  the  customers.  He
 wanted  to  set  up  a  place  where  women  could

 meet  and  discuss  the  idea.
 Q.  How  did  you  and  Cheryl  get  in  on it?  ;
 Pinky:  Steve  knew  intuitively  that

 women  would  want  to  see  a  place  like  this

 run  by  women  and  that  Cheryl  and  I  would

 be  interested  in  a  place  like  this  anyway.
 We  were  already  on-his  staff.  We  thought

 it  was  a  good  idea,  but  were  partly  put  off
 by  the  56th  street  location,  which  is  another
 bath  he  owns  but  keeps  on  a  small  scale.  It's
 a  businessmen's  sauna  club  for  quickies  at
 lunchtime  and  after  work.

 .  Is  there  actually  a  bath  at  the
 56th  street  club?

 Pinky:  No  swimmingpool.  There's  a
 sauna,  a  sun  room,  a  broken  whirlpool,  a

 steam  room,  some  gym  equipment,  a  pool  table,
 and  a  jukebox.  But  it's  clean.  The  women
 came  to  see  how  it  looked  but  after  they  saw
 it  they  didn't  come  back.

 back  Cheryl:  Some  did  though.  Some  came ack.
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 Q.  Did  they  pick  people  up  and  use  the
 rooms?

 Cheryl:  Yes,  the  younger,  more  mili-
 tant  gay  girls  did.  Some  people  came  in
 groups.  Some  didn't  care  about  the  sur-
 roundings.  The  majority  who  used  the  rooms
 came  in  with  their  friends.  There  were  all
 different  types;  the  older  crowd,  the  col-
 legiates,  the  now-womens-group  women,  the
 party-goers  who  wanted  to  hang  out  and  were
 upset  there  wasn't  a  bar  or  a  kind  of  social
 scene.  It  was  hard  to  discuss  what
 they  would  want  in  a  new  situation  without

 being  biased  by  what  was  already  there.  It
 wasn't  a  good  test  to  see  who  would  stay  or
 return  and  who  wouldn't.  We  were  trying

 -  to  get  the  concept  across.

 Q.  Do  you  think  the  concept  would  work?
 Piúky:  Yes,  if  a  place  were  like  the

 Continental,  Baths  with  health  facilities.

 If  there  was  a  pool  and  a  diversity  of
 activities.  Most  of  the  girls  don't  want

 they're  there  for  sex.  If  there  were  other
 reasons,  like  a  restaurant,  .dance  floor,
 physical  fitness  classes  or  a  movie,  they
 would  come.  In  other  words,  most  girls
 don't  want  the  feeling  that  they're  sex
 hungry,  at  least  not  in  a  situation  with-
 chicken  wire  over  the  beds.  It  has  to  be
 tastefully  done,  like  a  hotel  room.  Nice.

 Cheryl:  If  you  want  to  sell  a  women's
 lib  idea  you  don't  want  a  place  that  is
 built  toward  sexual  exploitation.  In  order
 to  work,  it  has  to  be  different  from  the
 bars.  The  idea  of  a  total  environment  makes
 sense  to  me.  What  would  sell,  what  seems
 to  me  a  healthy  concept  for  women  would  be

 a  place  for  multipłe.factions  to  meet  where
 whatever  you  wanted  to  do  would  go.  No

 limits.  If  the  bar  closes  and  you  don't
 want  to  have  a  lover  under  the  pool  table

 you  have  a  place  to  go  where  the  emphasis

 is  not  specifically  to  pick  up  people  but
 to  meet  them.

 Q.  Were  most  of  the  women  gay?
 Pinky:  Yes.  A  few  weren't  but  two

 people  asked  for  their  money  back  because
 they  didn't  know  what  kind  of  place  it  was,
 They  thought  it  was  a  health  club.  A  total
 environment  could  appeal  to  both  straight
 and  gay  women,  but  not  the  56th  street  club

 because  there's  nothing  else  to  do.
 .  How  many  straight  women?

 Pinky:  About  10.  We  got  a  lot  of
 phone  calls  asking  if  it  Was  straight  or
 gay.  One  woman  called  from  Kansas  City  to
 find  out  if  we  had  ladies  to  scrub  her  back.

 Cheryl:  If  you  knew  about  the  Conti-
 nental  Baths,  you'd  know  that  it's  a  homo-
 sexual  health  spa  and  most  of  the  customers
 knew  that  this  was  a  women's  homosexual

 health  spa.

 Q.  But  you  think  that  liberated
 straight  women  would  go  to  the  baths?

 Cheryl:  All  the  women's  groups  need
 meeting  halls.  They  can't  afford  rent  in
 most  places.  One  of  the  questions  on  the
 form  was,  "Would  you  like  a  meeting  hal11?"

 Most  of  the  gay  people  said  that  they  didn't
 care.  They  were  doing  their  coming  out
 thing  their  own  way.  This  is  1973+-they
 didn't  need  that  kind  of  thing.  The
 straight  people  felt  they  needed  a  hall,  kind
 of  a  headquarters.  So  I  don't  know.

 Pinky:  We  need  a  big  big  place  to  house
 all  the  factions,  everybody.

 You-  also,  pay  as  you  go.  It's  not  like
 those  health  clubs  where  you  pay  $600  and  if

 you  don't  like  1t  you're  out  the  money.  If
 you  go  once  and  don't  like  it  you're  only
 out  the  price  of  admission.

 Cheryl:  If  the  idea  of  women's  libera-
 tion  is  ever  going  to  work  then  the  liberated
 woman  has  to  accept  her  gay  sisters.  You
 can't  tell  straight  women,  "Get  out  with  your
 gay  sisters,  go  to  the  bars."  If  it  also  has
 health  features,  meeting  rooms,  libraries,
 lectures,  it  gets  away  from  anything  women
 have  known  before.  Men  have  had  clubs  all

 their  lives,  private  clubs,  business  clubs.
 Pinky:  Also  it  should  appeal  to  liberated

 women  because  they're  not  going  to  be  accost-
 ed  by  men  in  the  baths  and  they  probably  won't
 be  accosted  by  the  gay  women  unless  they  want
 to  be.  In  the  men's  baths  guys  will  accost
 you  whether  you're  gay  or  straight.  The  wo-
 men,  I  don't  think,  would  go  up  to  people

 and  proposition  them.  It's  safer  than  going
 to  a  singles  bar  or  walking  down  the  street.

 Cheryl:  And  it  gives  straight  women  a
 whole-  other  framework.  Suppose  a  woman  has
 it  that  she's  never  tried  it  and  wants  to
 sort  of  come  out,  What  would  this  in  turn

 do  to  her  relationship  with  her  husband?  She
 is  an  adultress,  in  her  own  way.  But  if
 she's  going  to  accept  the  responsibility  of
 what  she  thinks  a  liberated  woman  can  accept
 then  she  should  have  these  same  outlets
 available  to  her  too.  She  should  have  to
 live  with  "everybody  is  a  woman  here";  who

 is  accosting  whom,  where  the  sexual  pressure
 is  coming  from.  Is  it  just  in  the  male/
 female  relationship,  is  it  women  to  women,
 is  it  men  to  men?  Where  does  the  sexual

 objectivity,  sexual  object  thing,  stop  and
 human  relationships  start?

 It's  a  good  place  to  find  out.
 What  if  we  get  the  old  dyke  crowd  in  there

 trying  to  put  the  make  on  a  Long  Island
 housewife  who's  a  liberated  woman?  If  that
 same  Woman  hates  sexual  advances  on  her  in

 ah  office  and  then  goes  to  the  baths  to  get
 a  sexual  advance  on  her  by  a  dyke,  how  is

 she  going  to  handle  the  two  situations?
 What  is  her  position  going  to  be  on  purely
 sexual  advances  on  her?  Hopefully,  the  con-
 cept  is  women's  freedom.  Wouldn't  it  seem
 like  she  was  talking  to  a  sister  rather
 than  a  male  agressor?

 Q.  Steve  Ostrow  makes  money  at  the  baths
 because  men  come  there  willing  to  spend  money.
 What  about  women  customers?

 Pinky:  Well,  they're  not  quite  as  will-
 ing  to  spend  it  because,  unfortunately,  they
 don't  make  as  much  as  men  do.  They'renot
 that  free  yet,  but  Steve  did  reduce  the  prices
 for  the  women.  He  didn't  charge  the  regular
 prices  for  the  opening  days  and  would  continue
 to  charge  less  to  the  women.  He's  pretty
 fair  about  these  kinds  of  things,  admissions,
 student  discounts  and  veterans.  POWs  free.
 He  doesn't  charge  exhorbitant  rates.  His
 rates  for  a  room  for  the  week  end  at  the  big
 baths  is  $10  for  24  hours  which  includes  the
 show,  dancing,  discoteque,  so  they're  not
 spending  a  lot  of  money.  They're  not  spend-
 ing  it  on  liquor  because  he  doesn't  have  a
 liquor  license.  Once  you're  in  you're  in.

 Cheryl:  His  whole  trip  is  liberation
 of  everybody.  Apparently  it  takes  a  lot  of
 money  to  have  big  name  people  come  in  and  do
 big  shows,  but  The  Public  comes  in  and  sees,
 and  intermingles  with  the  scene  that's  al-
 ready  there.  So  a  form  of  liberation  has
 been  accomplished.  The  outside  came  into
 what  was  before  an  underground  secret.  They

 mixed,  they  mingled,  they  watched  a  great
 show,  had  a  good  time.  What  is  all  the  has-
 sle?  Steve's  great  for  trying  to  infiltrate
 the  women's  bridge  society  with  Andy  Warhol.

 He  loves  it,  If  he  can  get  them  together  in

 Where  else  are  they  ever  going  to  meet?  And

 they  can  come  out  and  say,"That  was  bizarre,
 it  was  strange,  it  was  wonderful,  it  was  fun,"
 and  secretly  like  it  and  want  to  come  back.
 He  likes  to  put  everybody  together.  Let
 them  hate  it,  let  them  kill  each  other,  but
 let's  see  what  happens.

 Pinky:  It  does  seem  that  when  factions
 which  never  meet  in  everyday  life  get  toge-
 ther,  to  start  a  basketball  team  or  what-
 ever,  that  you  have  to  have  something  to

 bring  them  together,  so  you  have  a  place
 that  offers  so  much  stuff  that  sooner  or

 later  those  people  all  have  to  get  there.
 Entertainment  is  always  a  draw  so  that's  a
 way  to  do  it.

 Q.  But  tacky  as  it  was,  how  many  people

 Pinky:  About  180  altogether,  at  diff-
 erent  times.  The  most  he  does  in  there

 with  men  on  a  Saturday  night,  his  biggest
 night,  is  90.  It's  a  small  place.  You  can
 have  a  locker  or  a  room.  The  locker  entitles
 you  to  the  use  of  everything,  all  facilities
 and  a  place  to  hang  your  clothes.  If  you  meet
 someone  with  a  room  you  can  use  their  room

 and  keep  your  things  in  a  locker,  so  there  is
 a  choice  of  prices  too.

 Cheryl:  If  you  get  your  room  and  your

 locker  and  you  want  to  go  out  to  eat  you  can

 come  back  in,  spend  the  night  and  use  the
 sauna  in  the  morning  for  a  hangover.  It's  the
 24  hours  come  and  go.  $3.50  for  the  locker,
 $5.50  for  a  room.  And  you  can  bring  a  bottle.
 There's  ice  and  mixer.  There's  no  stipula-
 tion  on  that.  Your  room  is  your  room,  your

 lounge  is  your  lounge.  :

 came?
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 I  still  don't  have  a  picture  of  what
 the  women's  baths  were  like.  Were  there  a
 Tot  of  women  running  around  naked  or  what?

 Pinky:  No,  only  after  midnight.  hey
 were  very  uptight  for  the  most  part.  The
 women  who  came  in  after  the  bars,  at  two  in

 the  morning,  were  not  uptight.  They  were

 the  ones  who  were  running  around  naked  and

 didn't  care.  We  had  sòme  problems  because
 ve  had  two  men  at  the  door  taking  money...
 cashier  people.  We  didn't  want  to  hire  wo-
 men  for  only  four  days  work  and  these  guys
 knew  their  job,  One  of  the  guys  wanted  to
 watch  television  and  the  girls  said  they
 didn't  want  them  in  there.

 Cheryl:  The  other  hassle  was  what  to
 wear.  The  general  meeting  room  was  right
 1n  front  of  the  steam  bath.  There  were

 robes  there  but  no  one  who  came  in  the  very

 first  day  had  any  idea  what  to  do  and  every-

 body  was  fully  clothed.  We  had  some  com-

 plimentary  wine  out,  so  everybody's  dipping\
 wine  and  filling  out  the  questionnaire  and
 nobody  knew  what  to  do.  Pinky  was  the  first
 to  go  put  on  a  bathrobe,  and  the  robe  isso
 ridiculous...

 Pinky:  Like  a  hospital  gown.
 Cheryl:  Everybody  laughed.  It  broke

 the  ice  to  know  you  could  run  around  in

 these  robes.  For  some  of  the  duded  up
 made  up  people  who  were  out  to  meet  their
 Tater  loves  that  night  it  was  a  jarring
 thing  that  it  was  not  a  social  place  where
 you  did  up  youç  hair.  When  you  put  that
 robe  on  and  come  out  of  the  steam  room,  for-

 get  your  make  up,  you  just  look  like  you
 look.  After  they  got  over  that,  it  start-
 ed  to  be  fun  that  everybody  looked  ridicu-
 Tous  in  the  robe  and  you  could  get  all  wet

 and  smeary  and  sit  around  in  a  towel.

 But  these  were  things  that  would  only

 happen  in  thefirst  week  of  a  plàce.  If  the

 place  had  been  running  for  awhile  and  you  came
 in  and  saw  people  in  towels,  you  wouldn't
 think  twice.  That  would  be  the  ambience  of
 the  place  and  you  would  know  it.

 Pinky:  If  I  didn't  know  about  the  Con-
 tinental  Baths  and  I  just  came  into  a  place
 like  that,  I  wouldn't  know  what  to`do.

 :  Cheryl:  We  kept  our  robes  on,  towels  or
 whatever,  so  we  greeted  everybody  who  came  to

 the  door  in  the  garb  of  the  place.  Then  they
 felt  dumb  with  clothes  on.  So  even  if  they
 didn't  do  anything,  they  cautiously  checked
 out  the  steam  room,  or  the  sauna.  One  group
 came  in  and  we  showed  them  the  locker  room,

 where  to  change  clothes.  They  seemed  to  be
 checking  out  everything.  I  thought,  "Oh  God,
 they're  going  to  hate  this  place."  Then  they
 all  disappeared.  I  thought  they'd  just  got-
 ‘ten  bored  with  the  whole  thing  and  left.  La-
 ter  I'm  taking  the  next  tour  group  around  to.

 show  them  what's  available  and  I  say,  "Here's
 the  steam  room  and  here's  the  sauna,"  and  I

 open  up  the  sauna  and  everybody's  in  there
 making  it.  It  was  the  first  group  that  I  had
 wondered  about.  They  were  doing  just  fine.

 One  girl...later  that  night  they  had  to
 check  because  she  was  in  there  with  a  bottle
 of  scotch.  I  thought  holy  shit,  sitting  in
 there  in  that  hot  room...drinking  and  pass-
 ing  OUt...

 Pinky:  A  little  short  girl,  all  by  her-
 self,  had  seen,  the  ad  and  came  because  she

 needed  a  place  to  stay,  so  she  just  stayed
 in  there  those  days,  with  her  bottle  of
 scotch.  She  met  all  the  people,  had  a  won-  .
 derful  time  and  came  back  the  next  week  end.

 Cheryl:  There  were  tales  about  people
 taking  stale  buns  into  the  steam  room  to  get
 them  warmed  up  and  cooking  TV  dinners  in  the

 sauna.  By  the  time  they'd  taken  their-  sauna
 their  dinher  was  ready  and  they'd:  take  them

 to  their  rooms.

 Q.  Do  you  think  the  men's  baths,  the
 Continental  Baths,  are  exploitive?

 Cheryl:  In  the  sense  that  Steve  invites
 the  public  in  for  the  week  end  show  for  the
 thrill  of  being  in  that  kind  of  place,  yes,
 it's  exploitive.  In  the  sense  that  it's  the
 straight  people  who  are  in  the  minority,
 that  it's  the  gay  people's  place,  it's  not
 exploitive.  If  a  guy  takes  off  his  towel
 and  flashes  it,  a  straight  person  there  for
 a  week  end  thrill,  can't  say  waiter,  throw
 this  guy  out.  It's  their  place  and  what  they
 do  goes.

 Q.  What  about  during  the  week  when  it's just  men?  |

 Cheryl:  It  is  understood  that  sex  is
 the  reason  for  being  there.  That  is  what  male
 homosexuals  want.  That  is  why  it  would  prob-

 ably  be  different  for  women  than  for  men.

 Pinky:  It's  like  if  you  go  to  a  vege-
 table  market  you  go  there  for  vegetables.
 That's  what  that  place  is  for.  The  male
 homosexual  health  spa  is  there  for  screwing.

 Q.  What  about  the  hypocrisy  of  opening
 a  women's  bath  and  saying  it's  not  for  screw-

 ing?  Do  you  think  that's  hypocritical?
 Cheryl:  No,  when  it's  open  for  women,

 the  women  are  making  it  what  they  want.  If

 that's  what  they  want,  that's  what  it  will
 be.  Male  homosexuals  made  their  baths  be
 the  way  they  wanted  them.  This  is  what  I

 mean  by  the  housewife  having  to  decide  what

 exploitation  is.  It's  your  world,  you  make
 the  rules,  codes,  whatever.  It's  transposing
 things  right  out  of  society  and  making  a  whole
 other  world  where  the  shoe  is  on  the  other

 foot...and  seeing  what  happens  then,  Nobody
 has  anything  tó`  lose  except  the  straight  per-
 son  as  opposed  to  the  way  it  usually  works  on
 the  outside  world.

 Pinky:  But  the  straights  are  gaining.
 That's  part  of  it,  straight  people  and  the
 straight  press.  The  part  about  coming  in-
 and  being  accepting  and  aware  is  great  be-
 ‘cause  now  there  are  people  who  you  never  would

 have  expected  coming  to  the  shows.  They're
 not  shocked,  and  they're  not  sickened,  and
 they're  not  making  fun  of  anybody.  They're
 coming  because  they  enjoy  it.

 Cheryl:  It's-like  the  straight  people
 have  to  have  an  excuse.  The  excuse  at  the
 Continental  Baths  is  the  show.  You  have  to
 give  people  .an  excuse,  like  women,  right  now,
 with  where  their  heads  are  now...you  have  to
 give  them  an  excuse  though  maybe  they  just
 want  to  pick  somebody  up  and  screw  them.  Wo-
 men  are  not  at  the  stage,  right  now,  to  ac-

 cept  that.  You  have  to  have  many  other  things,
 options  have  to  be  there  so  they  can  say,  I
 really  went  there  for  the  steam.  room.  :

 Don't  you  think  there  isa  woman  who

 would  go  there  for  the  facilities?
 Cheryl:  Sure,  but  I'm  talking  about  the

 ones  who  heed  to  come  out,  who  need  to  learn,
 have  to  have  an  excuse.  The  ones  who  can't
 be  presented  with  Go  fuck  your  next  door

 neighbor  lady  and  find  out  if  you're  a  les-
 bian.  She  might,  in  the  guise  of  something
 else,  I  think  secretly  people  want  to  accept
 things  but  they  can't  really  come  out  and
 do  it.  You  have  to  give  them  little  steps
 to  take  that  are  acceptable  so  they  don't  feel
 they're  really  jumping  a  big  line  to  reach
 what  they  ultimately  would  have  reached  if

 they  had  the  balls  to  just  go  do  what:'they
 were  gonna  do  in  the  first  place.  And  cer-
 tainly  people  who  have  been  gay  all  their
 lives,  who  know  what  they're  doing,  who  are
 bored  with  the  bars.  They're  not  being  ex-
 ploited.  That's  a  whole  other  ballgame.  The
 Movement  gives  people  an  excuse  to  do  what

 they  want  to  do.  That's  what  clubs  are  all
 about.

 Q.  Then  you  don't  think  that  anything
 this  open  is  exploitive?

 Cheryl:  Right.  Like  if  a  straight  guy
 walks  into  the  Continental  Baths  and  he  _
 really  doesn't  dig  it,  Steve  just  gives  him
 his  money  back  and  says  now  you  know.  But

 it's  open.  Everybody  has  the  option  of  going

 Everything  that  you  are  saying  negates
 the  idea  of  one  straight  woman  and  another

 straight  woman  going  to  the  baths  and  NOT

 sleeping  with  each  other  or  with  other  women
 Yet  in  the  beginning  (of  the  inter-

 view)  you  said  you  wanted  to  appeal  to  both

 gay  and  straight  women.

 Cheryl  and  Pinky:  No,  yes.

 Pinky:  Yes,  of  course  I  think  it's  poss-
 ible.  If  these  two  straight  women  go  and  just
 want  to  use  health  facilities  or  go  to  the
 restaurant  or  whatever  they  want  to  do.

 Cheryl:  Or  run  around  naked.
 Pinky:  Anything  they  want  to  do.

 `  Cheryl:  I'd  go  along  with  that.  They
 can  just  do  that.

 Pinky:  Yes,  but  I  think  it  can  work  that
 way  as  long  as  they're  aware  that  there  are
 gay  girls  there,  and  it  doesn't  scare  them.
 If  they  know  that  and  they  go,  then  of  course
 it  can  work.

 Do  you  think  that  a  straight  woman
 in  a  lesbian  bath  can  handle  it  better  than  a
 straight  man  in  a  gay  bath?

 Pinky:  Yes.  Because  they  are  not  going
 to  be  propositioned  immediately  as  soon  as
 they  come  in  the  door.  Any  man  who  goes  into
 the  men's  baths  is  pretty  much  propositioned
 immediately  if  he  goes  in  in  a  towel  during
 the  week.  And  I  don't  think  that  girls  will
 proposition  people  right  and  left.  One  of
 the  things  I've  found  among  lesbian  girls  is

 ask  around  to  their  friends,  is  she  gay?
 That's  because  of  this  big  fear  of  approaching
 a  straight  woman.  Therefore  a  straight  wo-
 man  is  not  going  to  have  to  defend  herself
 all  the  time  and  say  oh  no,  take  your  hands
 off  of  me,  I'm  not  interested,  blah  blah  blah.
 I  don't  think  that  kind  of  thing  would  happen.

 Cheryl:  Male  chauvinism  has  given  women
 much  better  manners.  They  don't  go  out  doing

 that  kind  of  thing,  We're  too  aware  of  that,
 and  women  don't  handle  things  that  same  way.

 Men  handle  each  other  the  same  way  they  handle
 women  on  the  street.  Men  at  the  baths  chase

 each  other  around,  pinch  each  others  asses....
 Pinky:  I  think  there's  a  great  quanti-

 ty  of  straight  men,  married  straight  men,
 who  use  the  baths  as  a  sexual  outlet.  There's
 that  part  too.  That's  56th  Street  in  a
 nutshell.  It's  all  straight  businessmen  in
 a  lunch  hour.  They  go  back  to  Long  Island
 on  the  train.

 Cheryl:  It's  just  Tike  picking  up  a
 whore.  Prostitute  time.  Maybe  it's  going
 to  be  the  prostitute  women's  scene...for
 women  too....What  about  the  Long  Island
 housewife  who  wants  the  new  sex  technique

 with  a  woman.  That's  prostitute  time  too.
 That's  nothing  to  do  with  meeting  your  sis-

 ter  and  knowing  her  head.  That's  nothing
 to  do  with  swimming  in  the  pool  and  beau-

 tifying  your  body.  It's  prostitution.
 There's  going  to  be  that  too,  I'm  sure  of
 1t.

 Q.  Do  you  think  the  Baths  are  beauti-
 ful?

 Pinky:  The  idea  of  the  Baths  or  Steve
 Ostrow's  Baths?

 Q.  Let's  go  to  your  idea  of  the  baths
 for  women  as  you  would  have  them  be.

 Cheryl:  0h  yeah,  definitely  beautiful.
 Because  it  would  have  everything  under  one

 roof  that  you  would  need  to  bring  people  to-

 gether.  To  bring  anybody...to  bring  your-
 self  together.  You'd  have  companionship,
 activities,  food,  sleeping  quarters  and  en-
 tertainment.  Everything  would  be  there  any
 time  of  the  day  or  night.  If  you  get  a  Iot
 of  people  together  who  are  similar,  their
 boundaries  tend  to  be  similar,  so  there's  no
 room  for  expansion,  but  if  you  have  a  lot  of

 different  people  together,  their  boundaries
 necessarily  go  thisaway  and  thataway  which
 ends  you  up  with  a  lot  of  space  that  you  have
 to  fill  or  create  yourself.  It  gives  you  that
 place  to  fill  up  with  space  and  become  what

 you  are.  It's  taking  the  pure  things  out  of
 society  and  transplanting  them  into  an  envi-
 ronment  where  they  can  really  find  root.

 Pinky:  So  anyway  we're  holding  onto
 our  Continental  T-shirts...and  hoping  he
 opens  a  place.

 Cheryl:  Steve's  dream  is  to  build  a
 women's  bath  in  the  same  building  with  the
 Continental  Baths.  On  the  week  ends,  when
 the  big  show  comes,  there  would  be  a  tunnel
 so  that  the  women  and  the  men  could  get  to-

 gether.  But  that's  so  far  away.  He's  not
 ready  for  that  yet.  It's  still  an  idea.  It
 works  in  people's  heads  but  not  in  their  lives.

 Pinky:  If  you  could  guarantee  that
 everybody  was  gay,  but  as  soon  as  straight
 men  are  accosting  lesbian  women  and  straight
 women  are  accosting  homosexual  men  for  kicks.
 That's  another  whole  mess.  $
 ,  Cheryl:  It  takes  time.  Once  your  own

 world  is  secure  enough,  you're  ready  to  attack
 But  until  the  women's  side

 gets  as  strong  as  the  men's  side  you  can't
 open  those  doors  because  it's  too  many  things
 at  once.  You  have  to  take  it  so  slow  and  so
 easy.  Integration  just  takes  the  longest
 time  in  the  world.  Somebody  has  to  open
 doors,  start  a  thing,  let  it  flub  on  its  ass

 `  and  start  ít  again  until  it's  so  old  hat  to
 you  that  it  finally  gains  acceptance.

 The  day  after  the  interview  I  telephoned  Steve
 Ostrow  to  ask  him  if  he  planned  to  open  a  wo-

 He  said,  "Plans  are  formulating
 ;  Could  open

 "n

 but  nothing's  definite  as  yet.
 tomorrow,  next  week  or  next  year....
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 culturels)

 experiments  in

 hostility
 The  following  is  the  second  in  a  series  of
 articles  the  Culture(s)  pullout  section  will
 be  running  on  experiments  in  hostility.

 experiment  4
 Saturday  night,  a  party.  I  leave  the  dan-

 cing  and  wander  into  a  room  where  forty  peo-
 ple  are  sitting  on  the  floor  in  concentric
 circles.  The  inner  circle  consists  only  of
 men.  Confronting  each  other.  One  says,"The
 discussion  was  going  fine  until  you  decided
 to  change  its  format."  Another  man,  bearded,
 Defends.  The  company  attends  Respectfully:
 the  mom2nt  is  about  to  birth  the  Encounter

 dig  that  passes  for  revelation,in  the  cheap-
 ening  of  intimacy  common  to  our  times.  The

 room  is  hushed,  it  is  Saturday  Night  Allegory
 Time.  I  have  just  left  a  room  where  men  danced

 ostentatiously  with  each  other,  like  Anthony
 Quinn  when  he  plays  men  connected  to  the  Soil,
 lots  of  stomping.  and  so  forth,  and  in  this
 room  that  I  now  enter  --  here  as  well--  the

 boys  are  playing  with  each  other.  I  sit  in
 boredom  for  about  five  minutes  and  then  holler

 out  in  a  way  I  hope  is  provocative/playful
 for  a  party:"What  about  the  women?"  Afterall,
 this  is  a  Group.  The  company  is  stunned,  asks

 me  what  I  mean.  I  quickly  run  through  my  spiel

 --  no  woman  is  talking,  the  boys  are  playing
 Big  again,  it's  boring  not  to  hear  a  woman

 talk,  even  the  change  in  pitch  would  be  wel-

 come.  In  addition,  I  accuse  the  women  present
 of  being  cowards  for  not  speaking  up.  Two
 things  rapidly  hapen:  1)  AII  the  men  but  one
 rise--  almst  as  if  in  tandem--  and  file  out
 of  the  room,  includiny  a  sometime  lover  who

 will  later  justify  his  deserting  me  in  a
 clearly  Crisis  situation  by  saying  he  knows
 all  the  Feminist  arguments  and  including  one
 man  who  says,  "I  wonder  what  she  looks  like"

 then  holds  a  candle  up  to`my  face  as  he
 leaves.2)  The  women  who  remain  in  the  room

 attack  me  on  three  counts.  One  says,"I'm  sick
 of  women  who  only  open  their  mouths  to  say  that
 women  aren't  allowed  to  open  their  mouths."
 Another  says,  somewhat  obscurely,  "It's  who's
 doing  the  criticizing  that  I  object  to."  And
 a  third  explains,  "It's  good  to  listen.  You learn  a  lot."

 I  was  surprised  by  both  the  men's  and

 the  women's  actions.  Apparently,  to  even  play-
 fully  challenge  sexism  was  to  empty  out  a
 room  in  a  minute.  The  men's  behavior  was  not

 so  hard  to  fathom.  Women  are  either  not  suf-
 ficiently  interesting  to  engage  the  People's
 attention  or,  more  probably,  sexism  is  a  fra-
 gile  condition,  too  weak  to  be  even  verbally
 defended.  I  was  taken  off  guard  by  the  women.
 Thinking  over  their  reaction,  I  thought  that
 perhaps  by  presenting  myself  as  the  only  wo-

 man  present  with  enough  guts  to  plead  the

 cause  of  women,  I  had  in  a  way,  exalted  my-
 self  at  the  other  women's  expense.  I  remem-
 bered  too  how  often  female  students  of  mine

 would  rush  to  defend  men  who  were  beinq  at-

 tacked  even  slightly.  I  once  said  that  over-
 weight  women  and  short  men  were  considered
 unattractive,  for  instance,  and  three  women

 immediately  asked  what  was  wrong  with  short
 men.

 Anyway,  I  now  know  how  to  have  a  good  e
 time  at  a  party:  don't  rock  the  Cock.  But  will
 I  ever  get  invited  to  another  party?

 experiment  5
 Henri  Peyre  is  a  renowned  literary  cri-

 tic  and  professor  of  French.  Two  years  ago,
 I  found  the  derogations  of  women  he  offered

 in  his  courses  so  annoying  I  dropped  the
 courses.  I  am  now  auditing  them,  and  the  de-

 rogation  is  still  there,  though  he  is  more
 defensive  now,  pauses  after  a  remark,  like  an
 animal  who  hears  a  noise.  Women  in  college  are
 familiar  with  the  way  in  which  women  and  wo-

 men  intellectuals  are  either  ignored  or  dis-
 paraged.  A  remark  one  often  hears  in  liter-
 ature  classes  is  that  women  writers  excel  at
 short  forms,  the  short  story  for  instance.
 (Since  universities  seldom  assign  the  short
 story  past  Freshman  Composition,  this  is  a
 not  so  subtle  put  dowh.)  One  hears,  though,
 that  women  lack  the  Longer  Breath  required
 for  the  novel.  Peyre's  attacks  are  varied  and
 conventional.  One  mode  of  attack  is  frequent
 enough  and  its  nature  so  ossified  that  it
 should  be  called  a  Figure  of  Misogyny;  it  is
 the  kernel  of  contempt  in  the  Anti-  Woman

 Epigram.  Professor  Peyre  doesn't  himself  share
 the  famous  views  he  quotes,  of  course,  among

 which  is  a  tri-partite  definition  of  the  ideal
 Woman  which  has  as  its  third  term:"never  opens
 her  mouth."  One  of  his  courses  is  on  the  19th

 century  novel--  the  French  personal  novel;
 when  Peyre  discusses  its  origins,  he  fails
 to  mention  the  author  who  is  acknowledged  to

 have  originated  it,  Mme.  de  Lafayette.  Speak-
 ing  of  the  autobiography  as  the  20th  century

 literary  mode,  he  fails  to  mention  Leduc,  Nin,
 De  Beauvoir,  and  Doris  Lessing;  fts  theore-
 tician.  Peyre's  emphasis  on  the  hero's-  devel-
 opment  is  normal  enough  in  such  a  course  where

 where  most  of  the  works  used  are  written  by

 men,  but  as  his  non  stop  lecture,proceeds,  I
 have  an  increasingly  disturbing  sense  of  an
 Alice  in  Wonderland,  upside  down  world.  I  am

 so  aware  of  thinking  with  a  woman's  point  of

 view,  of  having  women  at  the  center  of  my
 world,  that  to  hear  women  referred  to  as

 stepping  stones  in  the  development  of  men,  to

 listen  to  male  accounts  of  experience  as  if
 they  were  universal,  and  to  see  my  own  sex

 as  peripheral,  to  have  it  encapsulated  in
 a  male  consciousness,  and  I  along  with  it,  as
 if  I  almost  couldn't  breathe  on  my  own,  but

 first  had  to  be  swallowed  by  a  man  (and  rap-
 idly  disgorged)  is  profoundly  upsetting.  I
 stare  at  Peyre  but  he  doesn't  notice.  In  his
 view,  and  in  those  of  the  authors  he  para-
 phrases,  I  could  not  see,  merely  be  seen.  I
 had  no  ego,  no  concerns  of  my  own,  not  even

 standards  by  which  I  could  judge  men  attrac-

 tive.  Even  the  love  experience,  generally
 acknowledged  to  be  quintessentially  women's,
 was  not  mine.  I  existed  to  be  an  object  of
 consideration  for  men,  if  and  when  they
 chose  to  consider  me  at  all.  Period.

 In  additian,  Peyre  was  asking  me  and
 the  rest  of  the  class,  fifteen  out  of  six-
 teen  of  whom  were  women,  to  consent  to  con-

 sidering  women  a  class  apart  from  ourselves,
 a  class  on  the  outskirts  of  consciousness.  He
 was  asking  us  to  laugh  at  our  frivolity  and
 dispenseability  as  well.  Perhaps  because  it
 was  such  an  archaic  performance,  he  is  over
 seventy,  this  Genteel  Club  Gent,  perhaps  be-
 cause  his  touch  is  no  longer  so  light,  or  be-
 cause  the  times  are  heavier,  I  chose  to  ob-
 ject:  "Men  love  women  in  whom  they  see  them-
 selves  reflected,"  he  pronounced.  "Women  love
 men  in  whom  they  see  themselves  reflected,"
 I  pronounced.  "I  don't  think  that's  true,"  he
 said.  Here  I  was  careful  to  be  flirtatious:
 "You  wouldn't  know;  you're  not  a  woman,"  I

 said.  "But  I  think  that  those  on  the  outside,
 (men)  see  things  (women)  more  truly,"  he  said.
 "In  that  case,  women  understand  men  more  than

 men  understand  themselves,"  I  said,  and  there
 it  ended.  I  said  some  things  which  I  didn't
 believe.  I  was  interested  in  applying  men's
 logic  to  themselves,  and  more  importantly,  I
 wanted  men  to  know  that  women  have  a  con-

 sciousness.  Such  a  simple  thing,really,  you'd
 think  they'd  know.

 After  the  class,  two  women  began  speak-
 ing  to  me.  They  had  also  been  offended,  it

 turned  out,  but  one  was  curious  about  my  an-

 ger  (I  had  thought  it  repartee.)  "Why  antag-
 onize  him?"  she  asked.  "That's  the  way  he  is."
 After  we  talked  a  bit,  she  told  me  that  a  wo-

 man  friend  of  hers  had  delivered  a  paper  on
 Mormtaigne,  at  a  conference.  Peyre's  only  com-
 ment  had  been:  "The  only  thing  Mrs.X  knows  how
 to  do  is  dress  well."

 I  objected  to  Peyre  not  only  because  he
 angered  me,  but  also  because  I  think  that  if
 women  let  his  kind  of  palaver  go  down,  they
 are  perpetuating  the  atmosphere  of  sexism.  One
 doesn't  really  challenge  an  individual  so  much
 as  a  climate.  í

 a  plan
 One  good  method  of  attacking  sexism  in

 public  is  by  hissing.  I  doubt  whether  a  man
 in  a  position  of  power  or  visibility  can  tol-
 erate  being  embarrassed  for  more  than  a  few

 months.  When  women  hiss  in  theaters,  classes
 political  rallies,  they  help  create  an  atmos-
 phere  in  which  sexist  remarks,  like  anti-
 semttic  ones,  are  no  longer  permissable,  res-
 ectable.  No  one  likes  to  be  hissed  at.It

 would,  obviously,  be  most  etfective  1f  more
 than  one  person  attacked  a  sexist  speaker.  A
 single  person  is  too  vulnerable,  in  her  own
 eyes,  and  in  the  eyes  of  society,  to  the
 charge  that  she  is  crazy  (though,  I  suppose,
 there  is  a  certain  glory  in  being  attacked
 that  way  too.)  s

 The  place  H1ssing  can  be  a  most  effec-

 tive  agent  of  social  change  is,  I  think,  in
 the  live  studio  audiences  of  television  pro-
 grams  .  One  and  a  half  years  ago,  I  was  angry

 at  Dick  Cavett.  While  1gnoring  female  guests
 and  flirting  with  male  enes,  he  alluded  to
 women  as  dogs  once  a  week.  Men(and  women?)
 in  the  audience  laughed,  and  the  jokes  went  on
 on  for  a  long  time,  a  year  at  least.  I  used
 to  wonder  why  women  didn't  boo  and  prayed  for.
 them  to  do  so.  The  remarks  eventually  petered

 out--  perhaps  Cavett's  prick  went  limp.

 ,

 But  1f  a  hundred,  or  twenty  five,  or

 even  ten  women  had  been  dispersed  throughout
 the  audience,  dispersed  so-they  couldn't  be
 easily  singled  out  as  wierdos  by  the  camera
 and  ejected  by  the  ushers--  and  dispersed
 hissing  could  seem  the  spontaneous  voice  of
 social  disapproval  rather  than  the  voice  of
 a  specific  group  (who  could  be  called  crazy,
 subversive  or  unrepresentative)  then  the
 jokes  would  have  ended  a  lot  sooner.  Cavett
 would  have  been  publicly  humiliated  as  the
 miracle  of  television  broadcast  to  millions
 as  the  inpersonal  and  ubiquitous  voice  of  an
 almost  divine  disapproval.

 Women  in  an  audience  d1d  do  this  on  a

 recent  David  Susskind  show  about  Feminism,
 but  it  failed  for  several  reasons.  The  women
 sat  all  together,  in  too  small  a  theater,  and
 they  became  defensive.  The  Hissing  needs  to
 happen  not  only  on  shows  dealing  wit  femin-

 ism,  but  all  the  time,  preferably  dispersed,
 and  always  cool.  A  flustered  person  is  un-
 convincing  and  seems  weak.  Since  it  is  diff-
 icult  for  me  to  avoid  being  defensive,  I  im-
 agine  it  would  be  better  not  to  talk,  if  ask-
 ed  by  Susskind  or  another  of  his  ilk,  but

 rather  to  frustrate  him  by  refusing  to  answer
 and  thus  dignify  his  question,  or  by  Hissing
 1nterminably.

 If  women  attack  men,  they  should  be  pre-

 pared  to  be  called  Ugly  or  Bitter.  Women  are

 tyrannized  by  the  fear  of  being  called  either
 or  these.  A  lot  of  women's  anger  is  suppress-
 ed  because  of  the  fear.  Bispeesed  Hissing  is
 safe  1n  that  it  avoids  the  possibility  of  be-
 ing  personally  insulted.  However,  what  the
 terms  Ugly  and  Bitter  mean  in  themselves

 should  also  be  examined.  The  fear  of  the  two

 epithets  needs  to  be  confronted  and  overcome

 tor  tne  purposes  of  waging  otner  mass  polit-
 1ca!  actions,  not  to  speak  ot  individual
 acts  and  all  our  lives.  Ugl1ness  and,  Bitter-
 ness  need  to  be  discussed  at  further  length.
 For  a  future  column.

 by  pussy  new  york
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 women's  crafts:quilts

 crazy  quilts  đ

 Crazy  quilts  are  not  actually  quilts,  in
 the  sense  that  the  are  not  held  together  by
 running  quilting  stitches.  However,  they  are
 generally  called  quilts  since  they  originated
 from  that  craft.

 When  quilts  became  popular  in  Europe  and

 even  after  they  were  brought  to  the  New  World

 in  the  days  of  the  colonies,  quilting  was  not
 only  a  popular  craft,  but  many  of  the  women  of

 the  upper  classes  practiced  quilting  as  well.
 Quilts  were  designed  of  family  patterns  and
 were  often  made  of  fine  and  expensive  fabrics.
 During  the  western  expansion  in  the  United
 States,  when  access  to  fabrics  was  limited,
 the  women  of  the  time  had  té  come  up  with
 alternatives.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the
 crazy  quilt  became  popular.

 By  using  scraps  of  fabric  left  over  from
 other  needlework,  as  well  as  parts  of  old
 clothing  which  was  not  too  worn,  and  piecing
 them  together  randomly,  the  women  were  able  to

 conserve  material  while  still  providing  the
 warm  bedding  that  was  needed.

 These  crazy  quilts  were  utilitarian  but
 were  beautiful  as  well.  They  became  popular
 in  places  where  material  was  available  and
 with  people  who  could  afford  the  best  yard

 goods.  Crazy  quilts  and  slumber  throws  made
 of  the  finest  materials  began  to  appear  in
 the  parlors  of  the  rich.

 Today  the  crazy  quilts  are  still  popular
 Old  ones  have  become  collectors  items  and  new
 ones  are  still  being  made.

 oook
 how  to:

 Start  with  a  piece  of  unbleached  muslin,
 ‘  percale  or  an  old  sheet  that  is  not  too  worn.
 This  material  will  be  the  base  of  the  quilt,
 so  if  you  use  a  sheet,  make  sure  it  is  not
 torn  or  worn  thin  anyplace.

 The  goods  that  you  use  for  the  patches

 When  choosing  the  patches  be  careful  to  use
 materials  with  the  same  qualities.  This  is
 especially  important  if  you  plan  to  make  a
 washable  quilt.  A11  of  the  fabrics  should  be
 able  to  be  washed  in  the  same  conditions  with
 no  shrinkage  or  stretching.

 Start  in  one  corner  of  the  base  goods.
 Lay  the  first  patch  right  side  down  at  the
 edge  of  the  base  goods  and  run  a  Tine  of
 stitching  by  hand  or  on  a  machine  along  that

 edge  leaving  a  1/2  seam  allowance.

 Turn  the  patch  over  so  that  the  right

 is  up,  and  the  first  patch  is  in  place.

 Base
 CGocds

 Take  the  next  patch  and  lay  it  right  side
 down  along  onè  of  the  raw  edges  of  the  first

 patch  and  run  a  line  of  stitching  along  that
 edge.  Trim  any  extra  off  of  the  seam  allowance
 and  turn  right  side  up.

 Base
 S

 Continue  this  procedure,  laying  each  new
 patch  right  side  down  along  one  of  the  raw
 edges  of  a  patch  which  is  already  sewn  down
 until  the  entire  base  is  covered.  At  the  edge
 of  the  base  fabric,  sew  raw  edges  under  by  hand

 with  a  blind  stitch  or  an  applique  stitch.
 Add  pieces  of  ribbon,  decorative  tape  and

 embroidery  to  enhance  the  design  of  the  quilt.

 The  top  is  now  finished.  To  assemble  the
 quilt  lay  down  the  back,  which  is  usually  a
 piece  of  plain  fabric.  If  the  Fabric  you-  are
 using  is  not  wide  enough  and  you  must  sew  sev-
 eral  pieces  together,  make  sure  that  the  seams
 are  spaced  evenly  on  the  finished  quilt.
 Over  the  back,  lay  down  the  filling.  Do  not-
 use  quilt  batting  since  there  wil  be  no  running
 stitches  to  hold  it  in  place.  You  can  use  an
 old  blanket  or  a  piece  of  flannel  but  make
 sure  the  filling  is  as  washable  as  the  top.
 Line  up  the  three  layers  so  that  they  arè  cen-
 tered  with  each  other.

 The  three  layers  will  be  secured  by  a
 series  of  knots.  Use  several  strands  of
 embroidery  thread  or  some  other  kind  of  strong
 and  decorative  thread.  The  knots  should  be
 in  rows  and  spaced  as  pictured  in  diagram
 below.  Make  the  knots  by  pushing  a  threaded

 needle  through  the  three  layers  and  back  up

 again  in  the  spot  where  you  want  the  knot.

 Without  cutting  the  thread,  go  on  the  the
 next  place  where  you  want  a  knot.  After  you

 have  made  a  stitch  at  all  the  points,  cut  the
 threads  halfway  between  each  place  and  tie  the
 ends  of  the  threads,  Trim  the  threads  close
 to  the  knots.  French  knots  can  also  be  used
 to  secure  the  three  layers  together.

 To  finish  the  edges  of  the  quilt,  turn
 the  edges  of  the  top  and  back,  so  that  the

 edges  meet  on  the  inside.  Place  bias  tape  over
 the  edges  and  sew  shut.

 by  carol  edelson
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 january  20:

 a  sad  celebration

 photos  by  delores  neuman

 introduction
 :  1  --  Sign  the  Peace  Treaty the  January  20th  Counter  Inaugura  e

 Treaty  C=  OME  ar  damnstravien  found  me  in  bed  wh  a  s  Kaaa  ny  DOUE  the i  ites  of  the  Arunta,  the  Warramunga,  and  o  A  ri-
 i  NIN  EICI  Forms  of  the  Religious  Life,  written  in  1911  by  Emile

 ma  OFling  to  Durkheim,  when  the  Warramunga  heard  the  NE  int

 indicated  the  death  of  a  tribesman,  they  AN  Hershed  tho  budy  Of  ihe
 Most  began  howling,  weeping  and  moaning.  Whe  m  e  e. ,  the  men  threw  themselves  upon  it,  unti  e

 N  egen  for  the  mass  of  struggling  a  m  daing  bloed  Afta, im,  while  digging  sharp  sticks  into  their  heads,  :  .  Af
 sveti  hours  Sf  Violent  (though  etiquette  controlled)  mournina,  s ended  with  a  torchlight  procession  as  the  dead  man's  body  was  borne  to  i

 atot  mourning  rites  appeared  A  aomen, ly  form  of  piacular  rite.  en  enemies  i
 he  ate  Rh  SOIS  one  of  the  Arunta  's  religious  treasures,  the  tribesmen

 deplored  the  misfortune  by  smearing  themselves  with  white  clay  n  remaining
 in  their  camp  for  two  weeks  while  weSping  n  Tne  e  ne  nort  ern
 Australian  tribes,  when  a  harvest  proved  to  be  insu  :  t,  E  ehas: :  rolonged  fasts  and  vigils,  frequently  ancing  unti  a
 N  ny  Uu  of  these  "sad  elr  a  rRe  d  deplore  a i  n  :
 was  to  meet  a  calamity  or  else  merely  to  commemorate  h  A  bespenie  m important  object  of  the  rites,  however,  was  for  the  tribespeop

 heighten  their  common  emotion  and  thereby  to  strengthen  their  feelings  of
 social  solidarity  through  collective  cultural  displays.

 The  more  I  thought  about  this  use  of  mourning  rites,  the  more  the  notion

 seemed  appropriate  as  a  taking  off  point  for  analyzing  the  January  20th  dem-
 onstration,  despite  the  vast  difference  in  cultural  contexts  between  what
 might  loosely  be  termed  the  left,  and  the  Arunta.  Not  only  was  the  demon-
 stration  a  display  to  deplore  the  re-inauguration  of  Nixon  (King  Rat  as  the
 Yippies  saw  him),  or  to  protest  the  increased  bombings  of  North  Vietnam;  but
 the  demonstration  was  possibly  a  double  piacular  rite.  For  with  the  growing
 feelings  of  weariness,  rancor  and  impotence  of  anti-war  lamentors,  along
 with  the  rumors  of  the  signing  of  a  cease  fire  aired  by  the  mass  media;  num-
 bers  of  people  I  talked  to  felt  that  they  were  viewing  the  death  of  the  rite
 itself--of  the  mass  anti-war  demonstration.

 Yet  while  the  Counter  Inaugural  was  a  sad  celebration,  with  character-
 istics  conforming  to  those  set  out  by  Durkheim;  it  failed--it  seemed  to  me--
 to  produce  the  anticipated  feelings  of  emotional  strength,  social  solidarity and.  moral  cohesion.  v

 To  test  this  notion,  I  collected  demonstration  reminiscences,  including
 my  own,  in  written  and  oral  form  from  half-a-dozen  unsystematically,  non-
 randomly  selected  women.  The  reminiscences  will  be  used  for  two  purposes:
 1)  To  see  if  the  defining  characteristics  of  piacular  rites  are  applicable
 to  the  demonstration;  and  2)  to  give  some  reasons  why  the  demonstration
 didn't  fulfill  its  nurposes.

 defining  characteristics
 celebrated  in  a  state  of  uneasiness

 Piacular  rites  differ  from  other  positive  rites  in  that  they  are  cele-

 ter  or  calamity  occurs,  the  struck  group  or  tribe  feels  uneasy  about  the
 strength  of  the  social  bonds  that  tie  them  to  the  group.  Durkheim  reports
 that  at  Warramunga  rites  of  mourning,  there  is  much  ritual  kissing  and  hold-
 ing  of  one  another,  seemingly.  as  a  means  of  assuring  themselves  that  despite Toss,  the  group  will  continue.

 Walking  doun  16th  Street  on  our  way  to  the  demonstration,  menbers  of  the

 Little  band  I  was  with  looked  eagerly  at  buses  and  cars  that  passed  us  by  to
 spot  fellow  demonstrators.  When  we  spotted  or  were  spotted  by  likely  sus-
 pects,  there  was  an  exchange  of  New  Left  signals  (raised  fists,  v  signs).
 These  signals  were  given  with  exuberance,  in  contrast  to  the  growing  coldness
 and  lack  of  exuberance  we  felt,

 My  cousin  Barbara,  described  the  march  to  me  as  "pretty  depressing,"
 until  she  ran  into  her  last  year's  housemates.  Greetings  for  old  friends  and
 acquaintances  in  general  seemed  to  carry  a  warmth  that  was  incongruous  with
 the  depression  many  people  felt  at  being,  as  one  observor  described  it,
 "100,000  weary  but  struggling,  well-meaning  but  impotent  demonstrators."  Af-
 ter  long  years  of  anti-war  struggle  that  seemed,  at  least  for  the  last  few
 years,  to  be  without  any  political  efficacy,  many  wondered  whether  a  "we"
 really  existed,  and  many  went  to  the  demonstration  despite  apathy  and  indif-
 ference  to  see  if  a  moral  community  still  survived.

 attendance  is  an  obligation

 When  the  Australian  tribespeople  face  death  of  a  peer  or  other  misfor-
 tunes,  grief  may  or  may  not  be  spontaneous,  and  strongly  felt  by  an  indivi-
 dual.  Regardless  of  the  depth  of  feeling,  according  to  Durkheim,  individuals
 feel  morally  bound  to  participate  in  the  mourning  or  sorrow.  Not  to  parti-
 cipate  would  be  equivalent  to  breaking  the  bonds  uniting  the  individual  to
 the  group.

 Despite  the  fact  that  many  marchers  saw  the  demonstration,  as  one  reluc-
 tant  participant  described  it,  as  "the  same  old  shit,"  many  came  because  they
 felt  an  obligation  to  show  Nixon  and  ourselves  that  despite  our  losses  we
 were  still  a  moral  force  that  hated  Nixon  and  the  war  as  much  as  ever.  To
 quote  a  sometimes  anarchist:

 "Anti-war  demonstrations  have  become  a  part  of  my  life.  They  are  com-

 an  appearance.  Just  living  one's  everyday  life  is  tantamount  to  sleeping
 through  Christmas.  Historical  occasions  always  suck  me  in.  Even  when  they
 are  Trotskyite-inspired  set-up  jobbies  like  the  Moratoriums  and  Mobe  demon-
 strations.  How  would  I  feel,  I  think  to  myself,  if  a  grandchild  asked  me
 'What  was  it  like  at  Nizon's  Second  Fnaugural?',  and  I'd  have  to  say,  “I didn't  go.'"

 Another  respondent  describing  why  after  weeks  of  decision  not  to  attend
 she  was  at  the  last  minute  frantically  calling  baby-sitters,  feeling  twinges
 at  the  thought  of  missing  the  occasion:
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 "You  gotta  be  there...if  people  are  doing  something,  anything,  to  op-
 pose  the  government,  if  they  are  physically  laying  themselves  on  the  line  to

 _  protest--always  a  possibility  at  any  demonstration--it's  your  moral  respon- sibility  to  support  them,  to  be  there."  -
 requires  sacrificial  acts

 The  tribal  piacular  rites  described  by  Durkheim,  require  of  participants
 both  abstentions  such  as  fasts,  silent  vigils,  and  withdrawal  from  the  rounds
 of  ordinary.  everyday  life,  along  with  positive  acts  to  show  suffering  such  as
 self-mutilation.  It  is  through  this  sacrifice  and  sorrow  that  tribespeople
 rise  above  themselves,  and  become  worthy  of  the  moral  or  the  sacred.

 Anti-war  demonstrations  are  also  characterized  by  these  redemptive  acts;
 fasts,  vigils,  and  laying  one's  body  on  the  line  to  be  gassed,  beaten  or
 jailed.  0n  January  20th,  the  bitter  coldness  of  the  day,  the  rumors  of  busts
 for  passing  out  counter  inaugural  literature,  and  the  ankle-deep  mud  between
 the  Lincoln  Memorial  and  Washington  Monument  made  possible  some  positive  acts

 of  sacrifice  as  evidence  of  moral  committment.  One  observer  recalls,  "We
 parked  the  car  far  away  from  the  gathering  point.  It  was  of  course  freezing.
 We  bought  chocolate  bars.  We  made  wry  comments.  We  got  our  shoes  caked  with
 md  trudging  to  the  Lincoln  Memorial."  Another  observer  described  "hours  in

 the  cold"  watching  people  in  long  lines  for  the  portable  toilets,sitting  and
 waiting  for  the  directions  to  line  up  and  move.  And  finally,  perhaps  the
 best  description  of  preparing  for  the  sacrificial  ritual:

 s  "Preparations  always  make  me  feel  a  bit  like  Walter  Mitty.  Layers  of
 clothes.  The  work  boots  that  make  me  feel  too  clutzy  in  everyday  life.  I
 am  self-conscious  and  laugh  at  myself  for  being  so,  but  really  I  am  savoring
 every  act,  every  preparation  as  if  it  were  momentous.  My  cynicism  at  the
 counter-establishment  establishment  shows:  we  are  all  just  going  through  the

 _  motions  again.  I  go  I  guess  to  be  counted  in  the  body  count  of  the  Militant
 and  not  to  be  counted  in  the  Washington  Star.  I  have  reserved  $50  out  of
 the  paycheck  I  chased  yesterday  for  collateral.  May  Day,  two  years  ago,  col-
 lateral  was  $10,  which  I  didn't  have.  Inflation  raised  the  price  of  protest too."
 raises  the  collective  spirit

 Individual  sentiments  are  intensified  when  they  are  performed  and  af-
 firmed  collectively.  Among  the  Warramuhga  and  Arunta  the  intensity  of  feel-
 ing  produced  by  their  collective  affirmation  of  sadness  and  mourning  results
 in  the  need  to  act  violently  to  the  self  or  others.  But  as  Durkheim  notes,
 this  self-mutilation  or  mutilation  of  others  is  not  depressing,  for  the  rites
 and  rituals  raise  the  emotional  tone  and  energize  the  group.  l
 :  -  The  January  20th  demonstration  did  succeed  somewhat  in  accomplishing
 this.  While  we  were  marching  between  monuments,  a  bus  with  Nixon  inaugural
 guests  tried  to  pass  through  the  lines  of  demonstrators.  We  stopped  the  bus.
 The  Nixon  guests  decided  to  hoof  it.  They  emerged  from  the  bus--some  with
 eyes  straight  ahead  or  downcast,  others  with  shit-eating  grins  as  if  to  say,

 'I'm  not  really  here  in  my  oun  persona.'  The  demonstrators  made  a  pathway
 for  them,  but  they  had  to  pass  the  moral  scrutiny  of  the  crowd.  As  they  pas-

 sed  through,  we  chanted,  not  sporadically  or  half-heartedly,  but  with  strength
 and  purpose,  "End  the  bombing.  Stop  the  war."  One  of  the  Nizon  guests,  a
 middle-aged  woman  with  hate  in  her  eyes  aggressively  made  her  way  down  the

 path,  elbows  jabbing.  When  she  passed  she  gave  a  non-directed  shove.  To  my
 surprise,  I  found  myself  shoving  her  back,  screaming,  "Don't  you  shove."  Two
 middle-aged  women,  demonstrators  from  New  York,  applauded  my  action  saying,

 "I'm  usually  non-violent,  but  her  I  could  push."
 Another  observer  described  her  rising  spirits  as  she  saw  the  anti-imper-

 ialist  contingent  arrive  in  all  their  glory.  "It  was  a  fine  sight,  with
 Spirited  chants  and  bright  colored  banners."  A  third  observer  of  the  collec-
 tive  spirit  noted  that,  "people  screamed  with  delight  when  the  sun  shone  for

 _  two  seconds  and  sneered  with  disgust  when  the  march  approached  the  more  stra-

 tegic  streets  where  cops  on  horses  were  posted  to  ward  off  an  onslaught  of
 Orazies  into  the  inaugural  territory."

 Chanters  watehing  the  Nizon  inaugural  parade  yelled  at  participants,
 _'Youtre  marching  for  a  murderer."  The  yippies  had  their  float  of  Nixon  as
 King  Rat.  Numbers  of  demonstrators  were  dressed  in  black  robes  with  names
 of  bombed  North  Vietnamese  villages  and  cities  around  their  necks.  Others  =
 Carried  large  papier-mache  carizatures  of  Nixon  and  Kissinger  designed  to  cast
 ridicule  and  defilement  on  their  coronation  event.  =  i
 :  But  for  many  the  rituals  of  the  day  and  the  rite  itself  did  not  produce

 _  strong  enough  energy  or  emotion  to  overcome  their  feelings  of  disaffection
 and  impotence.  One  observer  put  it  the  following  way,  "Even  meeting  old
 friends  didn't  give  the  day  a  feeling  of  solidarity.  There  were  too  many  of
 Us  in  too  many  degrees  of  indifference  or  committment."  Or  as  one  cold,  hun-
 gry  demonstrator  put  it,  "It  seemed  there  were  billions  of  people,  but  not
 enough  to  warm  us."

 The  next  section  suggests  two  or  three  reasons  why.

 the  women  problem

 During  funeral  rites  (the  most  common  piacular  rite)  the  abstentions  re-
 quired  of  on  are  the  most  severe.  Among  the  Warramunga,  for  example,  a

 strict  silence  was  imposed  on  women  during  the  whole  period  of  mourning,  of-
 ten  lasting  as  long  as  two  years.  Women  also  bear  the  most  severe  obligations

 to  show  grief,  often  involving  the  most  painful  self-mutilations.  With  great
 equanimity,  Durkheim  states  that  these  extra  severe  obligations  fall  to  women
 because  of  their  low  status  and  social  worth.  The  role  of  women  as  chief
 mourners,  especially  chief  mourners  to  fallen  warriors  (from  FOW  wives  to .  i  `  continued  on  next  page.

 cultures)
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 Women  Strike  for  Peace  mothers  to  girls-who-say-yes-to-boys-who-say-no)  is
 carried  on  by  the  anti-war  movement.  A  couple  of  weeks  before  January  20th,
 a  Harpo  Marx  look-alike  friend  of  mine  asked  me  what  information  I  had  about
 the  demonstration.  I  replied  that  I  really  didn't  know  anything  much,  to  my
 knowledge  the  women's  movement  was  not  involved  in  organizing.  Voice  filled

 with  righteousness,  he  thundered  that  the  war  wasn't  between  male  powers,  and
 ignored  my  "yes  it  is"  comeback.  "Women  are  losing  sons,"  he  yelled.  I  ad-
 mitted  that  I  felt  a  moral  obligation  to  go  (I'm  sonless,  but  all  those  pic-
 tures  of  burning  Vietnamese),  once  again  heeding  the  old  demand  that  women
 ut  others  ahead  of  themselves.  s  :  `

 :  In  other  sorts  of  piacular  rites  (as  in  most  religious  rites  Durkheim
 described)  women  are  excluded  from  participation.  Women,  Durkheim  tells  us,

 are  considered  profane,  contaminators  of  the  sacred.  At  the  1969  Counter
 Inaugural  Marilyn  Salzman-Webb  attempted  to  give  a  speech  on  the  oppression
 of  women.  She  was  greeted  by  boos  and  a  loud  male  cry  of  Take  her  off  the
 stage  and  fuck  her."  Four  years  later,  there  was  a  special  section  (Section
 E)  for  women,  but  little  display  of  women's  issues  or  culture  (a  group  of
 women  from  New  Haven  did  raise  my  spirits  as  I  saw  them  march  by  behind  a
 women's  liberation  banner).  :

 There  was  still  the  feeling  transmitted  that  at  least  some  women  and
 their  issues  contaminated  the  march.  To  quote  one  observer,  "I  got  the  dis-
 tinct  impression  that  some  of  the  other  members  of  the  section  were  as  irri-

 tated  as  I  was  at  my  being  there.  I  intercepted  glances  and  scrapes  of  con-
 versation  (in  carefully  lowered  voices)  indicating  my  Lesbianism  (I  was  wear-
 ing  my  buttons,  including  my  well-beloved  Dyke  button).  Why  the  devil  did  I
 have  to  contaminate  their  section  of  the  march  instead  of  swelling  the  ranks
 of  the  token  women's  or  gay  section?

 The  two  traditional  obligations  of  women  in  piacular  rites--special  ob-
 ligation  to  mourn  for  men,  or  exclusion  because  of  our  contaminating  quality--
 are  no  longer  tenable;  but  numbers  of  women  left  the  demonstration  not  elated
 but  depressed  that  they  had  once  more  participated  in  a  rite  that  they  didn't
 feel  was  theirs.  As  one  radical  feminist  friend  put  it:

 "I  went  back  with  my  group  having  learned  and  re-learned  an  extremely  :
 important  lesson:  never,  never  again  will  I  participate  in  non-feminist  doings,
 no  matter  how  just.  I  wished  before  the  march  and  I  wish  now  that  there  had
 been  feminist  actions  focusing  strictly  on  women's  issues,  because  Nixon  de-
 serves  to  be  gotten  on  those  grounds  alone.  If  there  is  another  inauguration,
 I  hope  devoutly  that  we  will  create  our  oum  tactics,  around  our  oun  issues,
 and  not  go  in  peonage  to  someone  else's  march."

 a  lid  on  lamenting

 Putting  the  woman  issue  aside  (my  apologies  to  all  concerned),  the  dem-
 onstration  still  failed  to  fulfill  its  potential  for  emotional  and  moral  en-

 ergizing.  Firstly,  the  march  organizers  acted  as  if  the  anti-war  demonstra-
 tion  might  still  have  an  effect  on  the  Nixon  oligarchy.  Much  of  the  time  of
 the  march  organizers  (NPAC  and  People's  Coalition  for  Peace  and  distice)  was
 spent  negotiating  parade  permits  and  arguing  whether  the  rallying  cry  of  the
 demonstration  should  be  Out  Now  (NPAC)  or  the  more  politically  realistic

 Sign  the  Peace  Treaty  Now  (PCPJ).  But  we  all  know  that  demonstrations  are
 no  longer  attended  on  grounds  of  their  political  effectiveness;  so  the  organ-
 izers'  time  would  have  been  better  spent  in  planning  emotional  and  cultural
 displays.  A  PCPJ  organizer.  I  met  on  the  train  to  Philadelphia  was  flabergas-
 ted  by  my  suggestion  that  defilement  rituals--like  spitting  in  the  reflecting
 pool  at  the  Lincoln  Memorial--ought  to  be  encouraged.  He  replied  that  there
 would  be  too  many  police  and  troops  to  risk  anything  but  the  most  dignified
 march.

 Which  brings  us  to  the  organizers'  second  fault;  their  law-and-order
 mentality.  After  past  demonstrations,  women  writing  in  oob  have  noted  that
 Mobe  marshalls  prevented  demonstrators  from  committing  acts  of  defilement,
 defiance  or  sacrifice.  At  the  January  20th  demonstration,  the  organizers  and
 marshalls  played  the  same  role.  The  voice  over  the  loudspeakers  told  us  not
 to  start  fires.  in  trashcans,  it  was  one  of  the  conditions  they  had  agreed  to
 in  receiving  the  parade  permit.  Another  observer  reports,  "People  were  pul-
 ling  down  the  flags  around  the  Washington  Monument,  and  some  bonfires  were

 set.  The  voice  of  peace  movement  1aw-n-order  pleaded  with  the  crowd  to  put
 back  the  flags."

 Had  the  organizers  not  put  the  lid  on  emotional  displays,  the  demonstra-
 tion  might  have  become  more  of  a  sacrificial  rite  than  a  piacular  one,  as  we
 all  got  gassed  or  beaten  or  taken  to  jail.  But  remember  Mayday,  a  sacrifi-
 cial  rite  that  was  much  more  energizing  than  the  January  20th  demonstration.

 But  we  the  demonstrators  must  also  bear  our  share.  The  observers  des-
 cribed  the  demonstrators  as  wandering  aimlessly  about,  cold  and  grumbling,
 waiting  for  orders  to  march.  As  one  observer  saw  it:  "Everybody  wondered
 why  we  weren't  allowed  to  go;  the  march  was  an  hour  late  in  starting.  We
 waited  for  the  magical  instructions  to  move--from  whom?  A  huge  chant  start-
 ed  up:  Go!  Go!  Go!  but,  of  course,  no  one  did  because  it  was  only  us  tel- Zing  us."  :

 Clearly  it's  hard  to  put  on  a  cultural  display  when  we  don't  have  anything
 like  the  coherent  culture  of  the  Arunta  or  Warramunga.  We're  not  even  sure
 who  we  are.  We  grew  up  in  a  society  where  cultural  rites  or  displays  are
 usually  for  the  benefit  of  corporations  or  the  military;  a  society  where  the
 etiquette  of  piacular  rites  emphasizes  refinement  and  little.  emotional  dis-
 play.  We  have  rejected  many  of  the  rites  of  the  culture(s)  we  were  raised
 in;  so  we  don't  have  the  tribes-person's  legitimation  of  the  rites,  "be-
 cause  our  ancestors  did  it."  Nordo  we  have  their  belief  in  the  effective-
 ness  of  our  own  meager  rites.  Durkheim  argued,  however,  that  part  of  the  rea-
 son  the  Australian  peoples  believe  in  the  effectiveness  of  their  rites,  is  that
 engaging  in  them  makes  participants  feel  so  strong.  A  lesson?

 by  bobbie  spalter-roth

 How  many  people  crashed  at  your  house?
 Next  issue:  I  Was  a  Demonstration  Hostess!
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 whaddya  mean,yr  lonely

 i  had  to  take  a  tranquilizer  today  be-
 cause  all  the  family  was  home.  that  doesnt
 sound  like  a  big  deal  until  i  say  also  that
 i  was  addicted  to  meprobamate  for  6  years

 &  got  off  it  15  months  ago.  so  when  i  take

 one  now,  it  is  only  when  i  want  to  die  &
 need  to  do  a  half  death  to  see  me  thru  un-

 til  i  want  to  live  again.  i  am  not  suici-
 dal:  i  am  eager  to  live.  but  my  life  is,
 over  &  over  again,  intolerable.  i  didnot
 ask  for  it  to  be  this  way.  one  reason  i
 dont  kill  myself  is  what  if  that  were  no
 better?

 =  today  was  memorial  day.  to  me  that
 means  no  school,  so  the  8  yr  old  will  be
 home,  and  no  work,  so  the  24  year  old  male
 will  be  home.  also  we  have  a  house  guest,
 but  she  has  worked  on  self-development  for

 10  years  now  &  tends  to  play  less  games

 than  most  people.
 so  i  wake  up,  argh,  its  a  holiday,

 everybody  is  home,  but  that  doesnt  mean  we
 will  suffer  all  day  long  so  after  an  appro-
 priate  pause  in  bed  to  wake  up  greet  the

 kids,  kiss  the  man  &  pee,  i  sit  down  to  the

 piano.  figure  we'll  sing  a  song  before  i
 wander  off  into  chopin.  {4%  way  thru  the  song,

 the  8  yr  old  goes  off  to  cry  because  i  slip-
 ped  into  singing  the  first  verse  twice,  in-
 stead  of  maintaining  the  2nd.  i  suggest

 she  rejoin  us  for  the  3rd  but  she's  busy  suf-
 fering.  so  i  finish  that  &  begin  chopin.
 the  man  walks  thru  "where's  my  cigarettes."
 i  mumble  that  i  dont  know,  no  one  else  re-

 plys  to  him,  &  i  go  on  playing.  i  figure
 it  would  be  nice  if  he  bouġht  some  more  at
 the  corner  store,  or  if  he  asked  the  woman

 staying  with  us.  but  here  he  comes  again,
 WHERES  MY  CIGARETTES!  i  suggest  a  couple

 of  places  &  keep  playing.  when  the  song
 ends,  i  get  up  &  hobble  around  on  my  sore

 knee  looking  for  the  cigarettes.  by  this
 time  the  woman  has  caught  on  &  is  looking
 under  couch  cushions.  he  takes  one  of  her
 cigarettes  &  sits  down  with  a  book.  i  get
 cereal  out  for  the  kids  &  begin  the  dishes
 (it  was  his  turn  to  do  the  dishes  last
 month:  mine  this  month.  we're  not  that  old

 style  unliberated  couple).  he  doesnt  say
 a  word.  finally  i  scream  out,  "i  had  to

 quit  playing  &  you  havent  even  said  yr  sorry!

 you  havent  even  said,  its  alrite  dear,  i
 got  a  cigarette  from  maggie,  thanks  for  look-

 ing.  all  you  can  do  is  sit  there  &  read.
 we11  get  out."
 "what?"

 "get  out."
 so  he  does.  i  scream  how  he's  a  coward,
 cant  even  fight,  i  start  slinging  his  chair
 around  the  room  yelling  "come  back  here  and

 defend  yr  chair!"  but  he  doesnt  &  soon  the
 chair  is  in  pieces  on  the  floor.  he's  busy
 suffering  outside.  the  kids  say  o  dear  &
 put  the  chair  back  together,  he  comes  in  &-
 says  hes  sorry.  i  try  to  relax,  we  all  sit
 down  &  urge  him  to  bitch  about  the  car  which
 is  broken  so  maybe  he'11  feel  better  if  he
 talks  about  that  instead  of  wandering  around
 nasty.  things  are  looking  up.

 i  turn  on  the  t.v.  to  watch  my  favorite

 show  &  the  baby  starts  pounding  things  with

 sticks.  the  bigger  girl  grabs  the  sticks,
 spanks  the.  baby  &  i  comfort  the  baby  but
 te11  her  not  to  make  noise  right  now.  she

 takes  the  sticks  again,  makes  more  noise,

 ‚gets  them  grabbed  away  &  gets  spanked  harder
 now  so  i  tell  her  older  sister  to  stop  hit-
 ting  her  &  would  everybody  just  calm  down  &

 hug  or  something.  the  baby  wont  come  to  me
 she's  too  busy  suffering  full  voluma  so  i
 walk  to  the  t.v.,  turn  it  up  &  stare  reso-
 lutely  at  it  at  which  point  the  man  steps
 in  to  take  care  of  the  kids.  the  t.v.  show
 ends  &  people  mildly  bitch  at  each  other  &-

 the  baby  wants  to  ride  her  trike  but  its

 broken  so  i  go  out  to  the  patio  screaming

 "i  hate  holidays  i  hate  holidays  i  hate
 holidays  i  hate  holidays  i  hate  holidays
 i  hate  holidays  i  hate  holidays"  &  the  baby
 cries  "momma,  momma"  &  of  course  nobody

 goes  to  her  cause  god  knows  theres  only  one
 mother  in  the  world  &  i'm  it

 after  while  she  starts  looking  for  me
 &  the  man  explains  i'm  upset  &  would  she
 calm  down  instead  instead  of  bringing  her  to

 me  or  telling  her  calmly  where  to  find  me  &:

 i'm  yelling  "come  out  here;  i'm  out  here"
 figuring  a  sore  knee  ought  to  mean  i  dont

 have  to  get  up  every  ġoddam  time

 the  point  is,  its  a  political  problem,  that
 is,  not  a  personal  predicament.  every  family
 has  holidays,  everyon2  suffers  thru  them,  on
 saturday  at  least  the  men  can  play  golf  or

 pool  or  screw  out  or  whatever  they  do  for

 entertainment  (i  figured  out  today  golf  was
 invented  by  wives  who  couldnt  stand  16

 straight  hours  with  their  husbands),  the  kids
 can  play  outside  with  other  kids  &  the  women

 can  get  drunk  or  read  or  whatever  they  do  to
 escape  (i  wouldnt  recommend  playing  the

 piano.  everyone  can  tell  yr  doing  it,  which
 is  an  open  invitation  to  come  smash  you)
 i  used  to  think  that  a  commune  would  help

 cause  there  would  be  lots  of  people  incase
 you  got  bored  with  the  regulars,  but  my  ex-
 perience  in  a  commune  convinced  me  that  the
 situation  is  the  same,  just  on  a  grander
 scale.  dont  ever,  if  you  want  to  live  in
 peace,  dont  ever  play.  the  piano  in  a  commune

 unless  the  group  has  decided  its  piano  musiċ
 time.  you'll  hear  about  every  dirty  dish
 that  ever  sogged  in  the  sink.
 so  maybe  the  proplemis  geometrical.  maybe
 if  the  street  were  ripped  up  &  grass  &
 trees  with  benches  out  there  instead,  it
 wouldnt  matter  if  the  car  didnt  work  be-

 cause  we  wouldnt  have  to  go  away.  wed  just
 have  to  walk  out  the  front  door  &  the  kids

 could  play  &  the  housewives  could  visit
 even  when  their  husbands  are  fome  (which
 we  cant  do  now.)  &  blah  de  blah  de  blah
 why  me?

 because  i  am  in  charge  here.  i  am  the  woman

 of  the  house,  right?  no  matter  how  liberated
 the  household,  i  am  still  everyones  main  em-

 otional  plug  because  i  dor:t  spend  all  my
 time  on  implied  insults  or  ignoring  whoever
 is  crying  etc.  the  other  adults  are  nut  mo-
 thers,  they  are  substitute  mothers.  the:
 other  wo:nan  is  not  his  lover,  she  is  a  visi-
 tor.  did  i  create  this  monster?  i  dont  want
 the  kids  to  not  need  me:  i  dont  want  him  to

 have  a  woman  to  replace  me.  do  i  bring  this

 all  on  myself?  i  didnt  want  to  bitch  all  day
 about  ry  sore  knee:  what  if  i  had  bitched

 first  this  morning?  `  would  they  have  se-n  me

 as  a  human  with,  equal  problems  rather  than
 a  musician  who  wanted  to  be  happy  before

 they  were  ready  for  it?

 i  havent  reached  any  solutions.  i  am
 going  -to  try  the  following:  meprobamate
 the  minute  i  wake  up  on  a  holiday.  then

 announcing  (if  indeed  i  do  want  to  be  happy)
 that  i  want  to  be  happy  &  does  anyone  have

 any  objections  before  i  begin?  hopefully
 the  car  will  not  be  broken  &  my  leg  will

 be  better.  another  solution  i  might  try  is_
 leaving.  let  them  all  play  house  while  i
 go  sit  in  a  park  eating  salami.  but  i  re-
 fuse  to  play  sacrificial  lamb  again.  nest
 time  i  will  not  be  the  one  to  collapse  in
 the  patio  crying  "how  can  i  fight  lonliness
 when  i'm  always  alone  how  can  i  fight  lonli-
 ness  when  i'm  always  alone  how  can  i  fight
 Tonliness  when  i'm  always  alone  how  can  i"
 next  time  if  i  want  to  be  happy  on  a  goddamn

 holiday  i  goddamn  well  will  be  happy.

 by  alta
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 women  and  madness
 by  Phyllis  Chesler

 Do  not  be  misled  by  the  title.  Dr.Phyl-
 Tis  Chesler,  Assistant  Professor  of  Psycholo-
 gy  at  Richmond  College  of  C.U.N.Y.  is  not
 writing  about  madness  per  se.  She  is  writing
 about  power;  the  power  men  exercize  over  wom-
 en  and  the  power  women  must  learn  to  exercize
 for  themselves.  She  chooses  the  issue  of  mad-
 ness  because  it  is  there  that  one  can  observe
 how  the  mechanism  of  control  works.  There,

 too,  can  be  found  the  key  to  our  freedom.
 It  has  been  cutomary  to  term  "mad"  those

 people  who  do  not  conform  to  expected  behav-
 ior.  The  first  interest  of  any  society  is  to
 protect  itself  for  its  own  survival,  so  that
 those  who  break  social  taboos  are  harshly
 punished.  In  her  examination  of  women  and  mad-

 ness,  Dr.Chesler  suggests  that  men  have  set
 up  different  standards  of  sanity  for  men  and
 women.  Those  qualities  said  to  constitute

 page  18/off  our  backs/february-march

 mental  health  in  a  woman  are  not  the  quali-
 ties  that  constitute  mental  health  in  a  man.
 A  double  standard  of  behavior  exists  and  is
 perpetuated  in  society  and  also  in  its  sup-
 porting  institution,  the  psychiatric  commun-
 ity.(Chesler  makes  a  neat  comparison  with  the
 Inquisition,  which  is  appropriate.)

 Erv$ng  Goffman  has  suggested  that  to  de-

 fine  a  situation  is  to  control  it.  For  gener-
 ations  men  have  defined  women,  not  only  in  te
 terms  of  what  women  "are",  but  in  terms  of
 what  they  should  be.  The  woman  who  does  not

 follow  the  male  definition  of  femininity  or
 womanhood  is  in  trouble.  Some  women  play  the

 tional,  dependent,  giving,  self-abnegating,
 dumb,  lazy  and  immoral  (e.g.,too  "feminine").
 Other  women  who  rebel  become  too  bright,  en-

 ergetic,  aggressive,  ambitious,  strong-willed,
 ungiving,  unemotional,  independent  and  moral,
 (e.g.,  too  "masculine").  Neither  the  woman
 who  is  too  feminine  nor  the  woman  who  is  too

 masculine  has  made  what  the  psychologists  and
 psychiatrists  call  a  good  adjustment.  Such  un-
 reconstructed  sinners  have  trouble  accepting
 themselves  as  women.  But  there  is  hope,  be-

 cause  the  maladjusted  woman  will  herself  seek

 So  widespread  is  this  tendency  to  seek
 "help"  with  feminine  adjustment  problems  that
 the  majority  of  people  in  state  and  private
 psychiatric  hospitals  and  the  majority  of  peo
 people  in  private  and  clinic  out-patient  ther-
 apy  are  women.  Most  of  them  are  not,  Chesler

 suggests,  truly  mad.
 The  women  in  "therapy"  are  rather  losers

 in  the  power  struggle  between  men  and  women
 and  have  not  learned  to  accept  their  loss  gra-
 ciously.  Recalling  the  issue  of  society's
 survival,  we  remember  that  "society"  as  pre-
 sently  defined  and  run  is  a  male  institution,
 so  that  it  is  male  survival  that  is  of  para-
 mount  importance.  We  are  trained,  Chesler
 says,  to  be  losers  so  that  men  may  be  winners.

 The  training  starts  with  the  mother  who  must

 find  a  way  to  make  her  daughter.a  lady,  a

 young  woman.  Years  of  nagging  and  hassling
 are  only  the  outward  symptoms  of  what  is  ba-

 sically  a  deprivation  schedule.  The  daughter
 is  deprived  of  both  physical  and  emotion-

 al  nurturance  from  her  mother  so

 that  the  daughter  is  made  to
 turn  elsewhere  for  affir-

 mation  of  her  being.
 Reinforcement  of  the

 self  is  only  to  be
 had  from  men  (and

 if  it  is  to

 be  on  men's  terms).  To  the  extent  that  a  girl!
 conforms  to  the  image  of  loser  or  slave,  so
 her.  behavior  is  rewarded.

 $thool,  friends,  society  at  large  con-
 tinue  the  work  started  in  the  home,  the  work
 of  perpetuating  a  low  self-image  and  low  self
 esteem.  Two  things  have  happened:  women  have

 allowed  men  to  define  the  female  image  for

 women;  and  the  definition  that  men  have  crea-

 image.  It  is  thus  not  surprising  that  women
 Tive  down  to  the  image  expected  of  them.

 In  a  sense,  women  have  become  slaves.
 But  if  síavery  is  an  imposed  dependency,  the
 slave  at  least  has  ritual  confirmation  of  his
 status.  He  is  neither  told  nor  expected  to
 believe  that  he  is  free.  Women,  however,  are
 asked  to  reconcile  a  daily  experience  of  sub-
 mission  and  subservience  with  the  social  `
 falsehood  that  they  are  indeed  "free."  No
 wonder,  women  become  tonfused  and  seek  psychi-

 atric  "help".  Women  are  compelled  to  live  down
 to  images  created  by  men,  yet  are  punished  if
 they  adhere  too  closely  or  depart  too  radic-
 ally  from  the  images.  All  the  while,  be  it
 understood,  being  assured  that  they  are  free
 to  do  as  they  wish,  and  that  any  unhappiness
 on  their  part  is  all  in  their  heads.

 What  is  to  be  done  to  break  free  of  this

 double-bind  situation?  First-  -of  all,  says
 Chesler,  remember  that  it  is  a  question  of
 survival,  our  survival.  Women  are  trained  in
 "self  sacrifice"  so  that  men  can  better  sur-
 vive.  "Suicide"  might  be  an  equally  good  word
 for  the  attitude  we  are  expected:  to  adopt  vis-
 a-vis  men.  Us  or  them,  as"Time"  used  to  say

 in  the  old  days.  Rather  than  invest  all  our
 thoughts,  energy  and  effort  for  others  (our
 men,  our  children,  the  world  at  large)  we
 should  think  of  ourselves  first.  That  is,  we
 should  devote  our  energy  to  ourselves.  As  it
 is  now,  we  "give"  to  men  in  the  hope  that  .

 our  gift  will  be  repaid.  indirectly.  Experience
 has  shown,  however,  that  nothing  is  returned.

 To  repeat,  we  face  a  double  problem:  men
 have  defined  the  image  of  what  we  should  be;

 further,  the  image  offered  degrades  us.  But..
 before  .leaving  the  men,  it  is  worthwhile  list-
 ening  to  one  of  their  number.  Nikos  Kazant-
 zakis  used  to  say  that  one  should  create  an
 image  Of  what  one  would  like  to  be  and  then

 spend  one's  life  living  up  to  that  image.  How
 can  we  do  this?

 Chesler  has  some  suggestions.  First,  to
 create  and  live  our  own  images,  to  form  new

 myths  of  female  heroism  and  greatness,  we  must

 must  recall  and  refashion  the  old  myths  of
 women  heroines  and  goddesses.  Second,  in  the
 effort  to  become  free,  we  need  to  help  each

 other,  to  offer  reinforcement  and-support.  We
 must  cease  fighting  among  ourselves.  Third,
 we  must  "brutally"  and  "ruthlessly"  protect
 ourselves  from  people  and  situations  that  do
 not  reinforce  healthy,  strong,  independent
 images  of  what  we  are  or  would  like  to  be.

 For  instance,  if  a  friend  tells  you  that  you
 study  too  much,  drop  that  friend.  If  a  mother

 or  aunt  tells  you  that  you  should  be  "more
 feminine"  walk  away  from  that  conversation.
 And  if  a  man  would  have  you  behave  in  a  weak

 and  dependent  fashion,  walk  away  from  that
 man.  We  cannot  indulge  in  activities  that  in
 any  way  demean  or  impair  the  high  image  we wish  to  create.  -  :

 Finally  (and  the  book  itself  is  the  most
 eloquent  argument  for  this  point)  we  women

 should  write  and  think  about  our-  own  experi-
 ence;  what  it  has  been,  what  it  is,  what  it
 should  be.  As  we  create  our  own  images  of
 reality,  so  we  will  create  our  own  reality.
 We  must  learn  to  trust  ourselves  and  we  must

 become  worthy  of  that  trust.
 Dr.  Chesler  has  shown  us  the  bind  we  are

 in  and  has  given  some  clear  and  basic  rules
 før  finding  our  way  out.  Her  work  is,  however,
 more  than  a  handbook  for  action.  It  allows
 us  to  think  more  deeply  about  the  meaning  of
 freedom.  In  the  delicate  balance  between  idea
 and  action  (or  image  and  experience,  if  you
 wil1),  Chesler  has  shown  the  deadening  weight
 of  ideas;  that  is,  how  ideas  or  images  can
 constrict  behavior.  Now,  if  images  can  bind,
 they  can  also  free.  It  is  up  to  us  to  create
 those  images  that  will  free  us.  Because  Ches-
 Ter  writes  with  a  humorous  awareness  of  the

 ambiguities  and  difficulties  involved,  she
 approaches  her  subject  with  a  refreshing  lack
 of  dogmatism.  What  will  be,  how  it  will  be,

 she  dares  not  to  say.  It  is  enough  to  know
 that  what  îs  to  come  will  be  new  and  it  will be  ours.  :

 "by  alicia  betsy  edwards
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 la  salamandre

 When  I  first  saw  "La  Salamandre  in  Nov-

 ember,  I  tried  to  write  a  capsule  review  of  it
 :  for  myself  and  found  my  thoughts--  and  even

 more,  my  feelings--  almost  too  scattered  to
 be  coherent.  Three  months  later  I  still  find

 myself  awed  by  the  enigma  of  this  movie,  as

 well  as  the  unapproachable  mystery  of  Rosa- monde.  :
 "La  Salamandre"  is  directed  by  Alain

 Tanner.  Belle  Ogier  stars  as  Rosamonde,  the
 heroine;  Jacques  Denis  and  Jean-Luc  Bideau

 star  as  Paul  and  Pierre,
 the  two  male  protagonists.The  story  line  goes
 like  this:  Paul,  a  slick  young  writer  finds
 a  year  old  newspaper  clipping  that  he  thinks
 shows  promise  for  a  screenplay.  It  concerns  a

 man  who  was  shot  in  the  shoulder--  he  claims
 his  niece  did  it;  she  says  the  gun  went  off
 while  he  was  cleaning  it.  Paul  calls  in  a
 friend  to  help  him  with  the  screenplay,  a
 young  married  man  who  has  abandoned  writing
 for  housepainting.  This  friend,Pierre,  devel-
 ops  a  very  detailed  story  out  of  his  own
 head  about  the  girl  and  her  uncle,  but  the
 writer  is  not  satisfied--  he  wants  to  meet

 _  them  himself.  He  finds  the  uncle,  the  girl's
 employers  and  friends  and  finally  the  girl
 hersel1f--  Rosamonde.

 Rosamonde  has  a  strong  sexuality--  a  kind
 of  big  city,  cosmopolitan  cynical  sexiness
 tinged  with’madness.  She  is  a  vibrant  girl,
 but  dark--  you  never  quite  know  where  you  are
 with  her.  The  writer  follows  her  into  her

 apartment,  taking  pictures,  and  she  protests,
 "No,  I"m  a  mess.  Let  me  straighten  up  a  bit."

 “She  steps  into  the  next  room  for  a  second  and

 then  returns,  looking  exactly  the  same.  The
 two  men  are  fascinated  by  her,  devote  them-
 selves  to  her  and  the  project  becomes  so
 tangled  up  they  have  to  lay  it  aside  to  take

 up  housepainting  to  support  themselves.  And
 Rosamonde's  madness  grows  and  blooms  like  a

 dark  flower  through  the  film,  culminating  in
 her  final  resignation  from  reality  in  a  shoe
 store.  She  slowly  leaves  the  place,  walking
 into  the  Christmas  shopping  crowds,  super
 grainy,  slow  motion,  turning  around  and  a-
 round  while  sado-funk  music  reminiscent  of
 Velvet  Underground  rides  overhead.  Damn.  I've
 never  seen  a  closing  sequence  quite  that  e-

 impressions

 I  went  through  three  different  stages
 while  watching  this  film,  three  radically
 different  opinions.  The  first  was,"  Another
 cheap  shot  at  remaking  "Jules  and  Jim"  (J&J
 being  a  1961  film  by  Francois  Truffaut  about
 two  men  and  the  woman  who  fascinated  them

 both--  often  imitated  but  never  duplicated
 even  by  Truffaut  himself;  see  "Two  English
 Girls".)  The  plot  was  too  close  for  coinci-
 dence,  Rosamonde  too  obviously  another  at-
 tempt  at  recreating  Catherine,  and  too  many
 techniques  were  familiar--  techniques  intro-
 duced  by  Truffaut  and  the  other  New  Wave  types
 in  the  early  sixties.  There  was,  for  instance,
 the  narrative  voice-over  that  kept  a  day-to-
 day  diary  of  the  movie.  And  there  was  at  the

 beginning  and  end  of  the  film,  an  expanding

 of  the  size  of  the  print  so  that  1t  is  nothing
 but  swimming  grain.

 But  then  I  noticed  something--  the  narra-
 tion  didn't  always  make  sense.  For  example,
 there  is  a  scene  in  which  the  uncle  is  inter-
 viewed,  and  he  says  that  his  shoulder  hurts
 when  the  wind  blows.  Cut  to  a  shot  of  Pierre

 standing  outdoors  holding  his  baby  daughter.
 Narration:  "ButPierre  liked  the  wind.  He  wait-
 ed  for  it  for  two  days,  but  there  wasn't  any."

 it  is  so  subtle  and  goes  by  so  quickly  that
 you  could  ignore  it.  A  little  less  subtle  is

 culture(s)

 a  gimmick  Tanner  uses  twice--a  character  will
 be  walking  brooding  along  the  street,  while
 a  very  serious  narration  describes  his  thoughts
 and  will  get  dog  shit  on  his  shoe.  The  narra-
 tion  continues  unruffled  while  the  char-
 acter  scrapes  his  shoe  on  the  curbstone.  Clear-
 ly,  I  thought,  here  is  the  New  Wave  parody  we
 have  all  been  waiting  for.  A

 But  once  again,  the  movie  made  me  re-

 consider.  The  writer  Pierre  is  seen  trudging
 through  knee-deep  snow  to  Rosamond's  house,
 when  he  takes  out  a  notebook  and  begins  to
 write.  The  narration  tells  us  what  he  is
 writing:  "The  salamander  is  an  amphibian,
 black  on  top,  and  orange  underneath...It  is
 said  that  it  can  pass  through  fire  without  be-
 ing  harmed."  My  first  reaction  was  to  con-
 sider  this  another  narrative  joke--  but  per-
 haps  this  was  serious,  a  bizarrely  romantic
 touch,  From  that  point  on,  for  me,  the  film

 gathered  strength  to  become  a  truly  remark-

 able,  moving  film,  not  just  a  copy  or  a  paro-
 dy.  The  strength  of  the  fascination  Rosamonde
 bore  for  the  writers--  a  strength  which
 slowly  incapacitated  them  ;  Rosamonde's  chill-
 ing  interior  monologues  wherein  she  corro-
 borates  the  details  of  the  life  Pierrehad
 invented  for  her  before  he  met  her--  a  story
 she  has  never  been  told;  and  most  of  all,  her
 insanity  as  we  watch  her  slowly  slipping  away
 into  some  other  life,  the  movie  closing  with
 Rosamonde's  head  nodding  softly  to  tinkling
 chimes  in  the  middle  of  the  busy  sidewalk.

 :  Alain  Tanner  has  done  something  that  is

 difficult  to  grasp.  Perhaps  if  I  saw  the  mov-
 ie  again,  I  would  have  a  fourth  impression.  It
 is  one  of  those  fluke  films  where  everything

 somehow  goes  right(even  if  it's  hard  to  tell
 where  it  is  going)."La  Salamandre",  despite
 all  my  confusion,  carried  for  me  a  melancholy

 beauty  that  is  transcendent  and  an  air  of

 an

 sis

 by  frederica  green

 records

 free  to  be...

 The  ideal  boy-gir1  relationships  and  the
 ideal  nuclear  family  are  pleasingly  lyricized
 and  humorously  dialogued  in  "Free  To  Be...You
 anid  Me,"  a  Bell  Records  release  by  Marlo  Thom-

 as  and  friends.  The  music  is  so  upbeat  and
 catchy  and  some  of  the  messages  so  appealing

 that  the  adult  feminist  listener  may  miss  the
 first  time  around  the  basic  idea  of  this  one-

 hour  long  album:  that  little  boýs  and  little
 girls  should  get  together  at  a  young  age  to
 ensure  a  solid  and  satisfying  future  marriage
 and  family  life.

 Excent  for  about  five  of  the  18  selections
 which  nécely  and  effectively  inveigh  against
 specific  sex  stereotyped  behavior  --  like  boys
 not  being  able  to  cry  and  girls  dressing  and
 acting  like  "ladies"  --  there  is  no  piece  which

 do=s  not  assume  and  reinforce  traditional  fam-
 ily  roles.

 !  Even  in  "William's  Do11,"  the  story  of  a
 boy  who  is  ridiculed  for  wanting  a  doll  to

 toy  his  father  can  think  of,  the  justification
 for  his  desire  for  a  doll  is  "so  when  he  has
 a  baby  someday/He'11  know  how  to  dress  it...,"
 etc.  "Someday  he  is  going  to  be  a  father,too,"
 the  song  concludes.  The  lyrics  make  quite
 clear,  too,  that  William  excells  in  all  normal
 boys'  endeavors.  God  help  him  if  he  was  a
 clod  at  baseball  and  also  wanted  a  doll!

 Nowhere  are  free  and  loving  relations
 between  two  ġirls  or  two  boys  depicted:  the
 fun  is  always  shared  by  little  couples,  like
 Jil1  &  Bill,  Pearl  &  Earl  and  Peg  &  Greg  in
 "Glad  to  Have  a  Friend  Like  You."  There  are

 also  Dudley  &  Naomi,  Princess  Atalanta  å
 John,  Agatha  &  Christopher,  Zachary  &  Jennifer,

 and  another  unnamed  boy  &  girl  who  like  each

 other  and  don't  want  to  change  "when  we  grow

 up.  "

 And,  of  course,  the  little  boys  grow  up

 to  be  daddies,  the  little  girls  to  be  mommies:
 "Mommies  are  people.
 People  with  children.
 When  mommies  were  little

 They  used  to  be  girls,
 Like  some  of  you,

 And  then  they  grew.

 And  now  mommies  are  women,
 Women  with  children..."

 But  the  saving  grace  is  that  "mommies  can  be

 almost  anything  they  want  to  be,..like  ranchers
 or  poetry  makers  or  doctors  or  teachers  or  clean-
 ers  or  bakers..."  Cleaners,  most  likely.

 This  piece  must  be  consoling  to  middle-
 class  women  who  have  managed  to  do  something
 outside  the  home.  This  album  must  sell  best  to

 such  women,  for  whom  it  provides  a  way  to  show
 their  children  that  they  are  allowed  to  do
 things  other  than  mothering.  Personally,  as
 such  a  woman,  I  appreciated  that.  To  a  lower
 income  woman  or  a  woman  on  welfare,  I  would

 think  the  song  would  be  a  travesty.
 The  song  also  includes  daddies.  In  fact,

 wherever  there  is  a  mommy  in  the  album  so,  too,

 there  is  a  daddy.  For  those  of  us  whose  child-
 '  ren  do  not  also  live  with  a  daddy,  this  is  a

 bit  grating.
 The  perfect  middle-class  household  is  de-

 picted  in  "Grandma,"  where  one  week  every

 year  the  mother  goes  on  a  business  trip,  one
 week  every  year  the  father  goes  on  a  business

 trip,  and  one  week  every,  year  the  father  and
 mother  go  on  a  vacation  together.

 The  one  selection  that  defies  marriage  is
 the  tale  of  Atalanta,  the  princess  who  wants
 to  see  the  world  and  whose  father-king  decides
 she  must  marry  whatever  man  wins  a  foot-race.
 Atalanta  is  desirable  not  because  of  her  beauty
 but  because  she  is  bright  and  clever  and  strong.
 Both  she  and  the  poor  village  boy,  with  whom
 she  ties  in  the  race,  inform  her  father  that
 she  will  marry  whom  she  chooses,  if  ever  she

 chooses  to  marry,  and  they  spend  the  afternoon

 discussing  their  interests  and  becoming  friends.
 .The  next  day  he  goes  off  to  sea  to  see  the  world
 and  she  mounts  her  horse  to  see  the  world  and

 they  live  happily  ever  after.

 Part  of  the  proceeds  of  this  album  are

 being  contributed  to  the  Ms.  Foundation  for
 Women,  Inc.,  "Which  will  support  a  variety  of

 educational  projects  aimed  at  improving  the
 skills,  conditions  and  status  of  women  and
 children,"  according  to  thè  record  cover.
 Perhaps  one  of  those  projects  will  be  to  pro-
 duce  a  record  which  fulfills  the  promise  of  the
 beautiful  opening  number  of.  "Free  To  Be...You
 and  Me,"  an  exciting  song  of  the  same  title
 about  "a  land  where  the  river  runs  free...a
 land  where  the  horses  are  free...a  land  where
 the  children  are  free."

 by  fran  pollner
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 photo  by  delores  heuman

 Diane  Hoxmeier  sent  in  the  following  commun-

 ication  on  the  ritual  of  handshaking:

 "  In  response  to  your  request  for  "Rites
 and  Rituals,"  I  have  one  that  has  bothered  me
 for  some  time,  and  one  I  try  to  burst  asunder
 or  at  least  underscore  everytime  I  encounter
 it.  Such  is  the  familiar  handshake  upon  intro-
 duction  or  initial  greetings.  This  ritual
 occurs  in  "mixed"  company;  so  if  one  never
 interacts  with  men  this  may  not  be  a  problem.

 But  from  my  own  experience,  when  men  and  women

 greet  each  other,  the  men  clasp  each  other's
 hand  while  giving  a  polite  nod  (or  a  perfunc-
 tory  kiss  or  hug)  to  the  women  involved.  0f-
 ten  they  extend  the  "hip  brotherhood"  version.
 Either  way,  whether  the  men  know  it  or  not,

 they  are  separating  the  women,  excluding
 them.  Which  infuriates“me.

 I  will  usually  extend  my  hand,  sometimes

 aggressively,  as  it  is  not  expected  and  is
 bewildering  to  persons  involved.  If  the  "bro-
 therhood"  handshake  is  used,  I  will  do  like-
 wise,  often  exaggerating  the  point.  I  will
 shake  women's  hands,  also,  of  course,  if  they

 ne  SresanEtwpeh  sometimes  bewilders  them, too!

 :  One  could  argue  against  such  a  formality
 altogether,  being  "stylized"  or  too  mechani-

 cal.  But  in  our  society,  which  so  hinders

 parents  and  children)  I  am  all  for  what  lim-
 ited  physical  contact  wè  use.  we  need  it;  it
 is  like  saying  "hello"  on  the  phone  only  more
 telling.

 Among  friends,  perhaps  greetings  are
 more  spontaneous  and  with  affection.  I  think
 this  is  especially  so  between  women.  But  a-
 mong  not-so-close  friends  and  strangers,  the
 handshake  may  be  in  keeping.  And  if  it  is,

 I'd  rather  it  be  non-discriminating.  What  do
 you  and  others  think?"

 new  names

 Thanks  to  Joyce  S.Kaye  and  Mary  Winfrey  for

 sending  us  suggestions  for  new  titles  for
 the  "Culture(s)"pul1  out  section.Joyce's
 suggestions  were:  "True  Life",  "The  True
 Culture,"  and  "Reality  and  Us."  Mary's  sug-
 gestion  is  contained  in  the  following  commun-
 ication:

 "In  answer  to  Bobbie  Spalter-  Roth's  re-
 quest,  I've  been  pondering  new  names  for
 "Counter  Vulture  and  came  up  with  some  witch

 words  like  Hurly  burly  and  hoodoo;  familiar
 female  symbols  like  the  knowing  owl  and  the

 friendly  magpie  or  the  spinning  jenny;  and
 then  thought,  well,  the  journal  is  called
 "Off  Our  Backs,"  how  about  calling  the  pull-
 out  section  "US?"

 ...  One  last  idea  în  regard  to  a  name:
 what  about  a  phrase  like  "Hecate's  Country"
 or"Hecate's  Wor1d?"  Hecate,  you  remember,  was
 the  original  queen-sorceress  of  earth,  moon
 and  underground,  usually  pictured  as  having
 three  heads  and  six  arms.  Think  what  a  lot

 she  can  do  for  us!"

 writers’grants

 Dodd,  Mead,  and  Co.
 79  Madison  Avenue

 New  York,  New  York  10016

 he  Edith  Busby  Award  is  given  for  the
 best  fiction  or  non-fiction  manuscript  written
 for  the  age  group  6-16  by  a  librarian  or  tea-
 cherwho  is  working  with  or  has  worked  with

 young  people.  One  award  of  $2,500  against  roy-
 alties  is  given  annually.
 Available  to:  U.S.  or  Canadian  ¢ċitizens
 Apply  to:  Above  address
 Deadline:  April  15

 Folger  Shakespeare  Library
 201  East  Capitol  Street,  S.E.
 Washington,D.C.  20003

 Fellowships  in  three  categories  are  giv-
 en  to  persons  preparing  books  or  monographs
 in  the  field  of  the  Library's  resources--
 British  civilization  of  the  16th  and  17th
 centuries;  drama  up  to  the  19th  century.
 Senior  Fellowships  are  available  for  advanced
 scholars,  at  the  rate  of  50  %  of  annual  sal-
 ary  up  to  $10,000  maximum  for  one  year.

 Short  Term  Fellowships  (  including  summer
 fellowships)  of  one  to  four  months  of  $300

 to  $600  per  month  are  open  to  advanced  scho-

 lars  and  graduate  students  writing  disserta-
 tions.  Dissertation  Year  Fellowships  of  $1,000
 to  $2,000  per  year.
 Available  to:  No  restrictions
 Apply  to:  Director,  above  address
 Deadlines:  October  13,  February  15

 by

 bobbie  spalter-roth...........  .editor
 frances  1ang.........  ee...  asst
 betsy  donahoe..................poetry  editor
 kary  Shulman...  ...............1ayout  ;

 heidi  steffens,  shaye  kris-spanier  and
 e  culturettes.
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 d.c.  area  news SEESE  EN  SSIES
 women’s  fest

 Mach  2  18  Monday,  March  12,  8:00  p.m.  --  Poetry  readings  by  Lee  Lally,  Rita  Mae
 Carolyn  Forch

 Arts  and  crafts  show  and  sale  throughout  the  Fest  at  the  2nd  UP  Gallery  Pron,  aml.  éar  y"  o
 Community  Bookshop.

 ;  S  Tuesday,  March  13  --  8  p.m.  Film  and  Self-Hefp  Demonstration  by Friday,  March  2,  8  p.m.  --  Opening  of  Arts  and  Crafts  Show  :  Women's  Health  Collective
 (Recorder  Concert  and  refreshments)  8:40  p,m.  Meg  Christian  singing  at  Sophie's

 :  Parlor  at  the  Women's  Center
 Saturday,  March  3,  1  p,m.  --  Sports  Day  at  Rose  Park  ;

 (Volleyball,  Basketball,  Softball)  Wednesday,  March  14  --  Sexism  in  Psychotherapy  and  Some  Alternatives
 Feminist  Counseling  Collective

 Sunday,  March  4,  2  p.m.  --  Recorder  Concert
 8:30  p.m.  --  Self  Defense  and  Karate  Demonstration  Thursday,  March  15--  "Beware  the  Ides  of  March:  Are  You  Killing  Your- (Rape  Crisis  Collective)  self?"  Rita  Mae  Broun

 Maonday,  March  5,  8  p.m.  --  Open  Poetry  Reading  :  Friday,  March  16  --  8  p.m.  Women  in  Prison
 (Prisoners  Solidarity  Committee)

 Tuesday,  March  6,  7:30  p,m.  --  Farth  Onion  Theatre  Workshop
 (Basement  of  Sumner  School  at  17th  and  M  Saturday,  March  17--  noon--GW  Ballroom,  Women's  Film  Festival
 St/  N.W.  --  $1  donation  --  limited  to  30  Nelle  Kaplan's  "A  Very  Curious  Girl",
 women  so  pre=register  at  the  Bookshop.)  "Virginia  Woolf:  the  Moment  Whole",

 8:00  p,m.  --  Meg  Christian  singing  at  Bookshop  Agnes  Varda's  "L'Opera-Mouffe".  "Aretha (2nd  UP  Gallery--$1  donation)  Franklin:  Soul  Singer",  plus  others  to
 be  announced.

 Wednesday,  March  7,  7:30  pm  --  Earth  Onion  Workshop  (See  Mar.  6)
 Sunday,  March  18--  1  p.m.  Finishing  the  Collective  Quilt

 Thursday,  March  8,  --  INTERNATIONAL  WOMEN'S  DAY  8  p.m.  Tentatively  more  films  at  khe  Bookshop  's
 Two  Vietnamese  women  will  speak  and  there  will  2nd  UP  Gallery
 be  reading  of  Vietnamese  poetry.  Donations  go  to
 rebuilding  of  the  women's  hospital  outside  of
 Hanoi.  Women  interested  in  participating  in  the  Arts  and  Crafts  show a  =;  and  sale  should  contact  the  bookshop  at  833-8228  as  soon  as

 Friday,  March  9  --  "Work  Oppression  and  Alternatives  from  a  Feminist  possible.  (Also  for  Earth  Onion  Theatre  Workshops)
 Psychotherapist's  Perspective"  by  Pat  Webbink  The  Arts  and  Crafts  show  will  be  set  up  on  Thursday  night,  March  1.

 A11  activities  except  the  Arts  and  Crafts  show  and  the  film  fest-
 Saturday,  March  10  --  1  p.m.  Art  Happening  ival  will  be  for  women  only.

 6  p.m.  Pot  Luck  Suppėr  and  Women's  Dance  Any  men  willing  to  do  child  care  during  any  of  the  activities  should
 at  1719:  Swann  St.  contact  the  Bookshop.  Women  needing  child  care  should  also  contact

 :  the  Bookshop.
 `  Sunday,  March  11--  1p.m.  Collective  Quilt-Making  (bring  patches,  sCcis--  : -  sors,  needles,  thread,  and  pins)  COMMUNITY  BOOKSHOP,  2028  P  St  NW

 8  p.m.  Anais  Nin  as  an  Artist:  Open  Discussion  led  833-8228  :
 by  Jackie  Potter

 advertisements
 :  :  free  classified .  /  a Feminist  Studies  soliciting  course  pro-

 H  OMU  O  posals  for  1973-4.  Priority  areas-- !  Leuit  pp  arts,  work,  family,  American  sexuality, social  change.  Others  welcome.  Part-

 WONAN'S  FEST  C,  time  12  month  positions.  Cambridge- arch  2-18  Goddard  Graduate  School,  5  Upland  Rd. e  Q  Cambridge,  Mass.  02140
 294  2f  Fumes  O
 banak:  D  Freehold  life  Center,  a  political

 collective,  seeks  women  committed  to
 :  1  7.  movement  work  to  share  our  10  room

 2018  P  S7  lim  24  farmhouse  (men  &  women)  Fighting p  sexism  is  part  of  our  daily  struggle.

 THe  INDEPENDENT
 FemAre,  OR  A  MAN
 Has  His  PRIE,

 by  Joan  Hotin

 dirc  tud  by  fatri  wa  Call:  (201)  431-2826 tA  e  advertise  in Pe  t  OF  OUR  Backs  Open  Environment  Pre  School  in  NW  look-
 puw  ing  for  2  1/2  -  4  1/2  year  old  children ESRR  We  are  expanding  our  ad  space  and  the  9  AM  -  1  PM  session.  Call  Sue  Bott

 size  of  our  ads.  For  information  about  337-0154  or  333-9634

 f  :  O7  CEN  our  new  rates  please  write  us.  We  have
 Eve  Has  NOT  BEAN  not  changed  our  policy  abou  preferen-

 :  j.  tial  treatment  of  women  and  women  s  General  Home  Repair  &  Renovation  Service
 1N  PAR  ADiSe  CT,  enterprises.  We  will  not  accept  ads  .  Local  woman  (and  her  partner)  will  pro-

 which  are  sexist:or  offensive  to  women.  vide  you  with  free  estimates  and  reason-  |
 Estila  Luns  There  is  a  free  classified  section  able  rates  carpentry,  painting,  etc.

 available  to  women  who  can  not  afford  Call  Bernadette  or  Michael,  565-0037

 akupisd  v  diuted  by  our  regular  rates
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 THYRsDAYy  Mu  Sunday  expression  LESBIAN £30  Our  Art  ist  bscribe  now i  sIsilers  Su  1 EEE  aTa Y  FTHPAT  Our:  Ss  a  $5.00  in  california BACK  ALLE  Y.  THATA  C  |  r  Sexuality  $6.00  elsewhere

 $  .50  sample  copy Our  Politics  ID  Zo
 A  VOICE  OF  THE  send  to:  tide  collective

 Our  Power 1365  Kennery  3t:  NW  Efor  further  info:  :  3
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 Hollywood,  California  90036  COMMUNITY  los  angelẹs,  ca  90046
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 the  rising  woman,  harrisburg  defense  committee

 The  text  below  is  an  edited  version
 of  a  discussion  with  Pat  Webbick,  a  fem-
 inist  therapist,  in  a  class  called  Per-
 spectives  on  Strategy  and  Tactics  in  the
 Women's  Movement  at  the  Sojourner  Truth

 School  at  the  Washington,  D.C.  Women's
 Center.

 feeling  better

 MONA:  What  exactly  does  therapy  try  to  do?

 I  really  don't  know.  They  try  to  get  you
 to  live  in  this  society.  You  coms  to  femin-
 ist  psychotherapy.  You're  trying  to  liberate
 the  women  to  live  in  a  sexist  society?  Drive
 them  a  little  crazier?
 PAT:  Do  you  have  an  answer?
 MONA:  I  think  the  answer  is  that  we're  living
 in  a  horrible  society  and  that  therapists
 are  just  paid  friends.  In  years`to  come
 I  think  people  will  look  back  on  this  sick
 society  and  what  it  bred:  all  these  psy-
 chiatrists  and  therapists.  All  these  people
 who  don't  know  what  ihey're  doing  and  who
 are  playing  with  human  lives.  You  can't
 even  answer  it.  I'm  hostile.  Answer  it.
 Put  me  down.  Just:fy  what  you're  doing.
 PAT:  I  agree  with  much  of  what  you  say.
 The  only  justification  I  can  give  you  is
 that  people  feel  and  function  better  when
 therapy  is  successful.  That's  all;  there's
 no  proof.
 CAROLINE:  I  don't  see  how  we  can  talk  about
 psychology  ithout  taking  economics  into
 consideration.  I  think  if  next  week  we
 established  3  minimum  income  of  $5,000,

 there  would  be  a  lot  of  people  who  would

 change  overnight  and  who  would  start  loving
 each  other.  ;
 PAT:  I  agree,  but  there  would  be  a  lot
 who  wouldn't.  -

 marriage?

 ANOTHER  WOMAN:  What  would  you  say,  Pat,

 if  a  young  woman  in  this  room  wanted  to  get

 married?  It  seems  to  me  marriage  would
 be  a  real  tough  topic  to  deal  with  as  femin-
 ists  if  we  all  subscribe  to  the  idea  that
 we  don't  want  to  lay  a  heavy  trip  on  somebody.

 PAT:  I  would  find  out  her  feelings  and  might
 share  my  personal  experience.  I've  been
 married  and  there  are  a  whole  lot  of  thìngs
 about  the  institution  of  marriage  that  I
 found  oppressive.  But  I  think  that's
 different  from  saying  "this  is  it  and  any
 other  choice  you  make  is  wrong  and  stupid."
 I  don't  want  to  tell  a  oman  hów  to  live
 her  life.  I  do,  however,  want  to  help  her
 not  to  be  self-destructive.  In  my  experi-
 ence  most  marriages  are  a  death  trip.

 page  22/off  our  backs/february-march

 A.  WOMAN  COUNSELOR:  I  have  found  myself  using
 positivè  and  negative  reinforcement;  I  ask
 questions  and  positively  reinforce  the  nega-
 tive  comments.  But  I  can't  be  too  trans-
 parent  or  people  will  notice  what  I'm  doing.
 PAT:  What  you  describe  is  people  manipu-
 lation.  Be  up  front.  Say  "Took,  I've
 been  married  and  this  is  what  I  liked  about
 it  and  what  I  didn't.  Here's  the  experi-
 ence  of  friends  of  mine.  But  it's  your
 decision.  How  could  I  possibly  tell  you
 what  your  life  is  about?"

 WOMAN  COUNSELOR:  This  way  I  can  get  them
 to  questíon  things  themselves.  0h,  I've
 had  a  number  of  women  say,  look  this  is  my
 decision  and  I  stop.

 feminist  dos  and  don’ts

 PAT:  Sisterhood  is  another  issue  which
 can  become  another  "should".  When  it  does,  it
 stops  us  from  being  in  touch  with  feelings.
 I  think  a  certain  amount  of  these  "shoulds"
 are  good.  The  women's  movement  has  opened
 up  possibilities  and  when  they  are  just
 that  and  not  absolute  demands,  it  leaves
 women  free  to  decide  upon  options  which

 were  previously  closed  to  them.  However,
 we  might  never  have  had  the  courage  to  face
 heavy  issues  about  ourselves  without  these
 counter-forces.  As  long  as  it  isn't
 extreme,  some  of.  the  guilt  trips  haven't
 been  totally  destructive.  It  seems  when
 there  are  "shoulds"  coming  from  either
 side,  then  we  have  a  situation  of  more
 freedom  to  explore  alternatives.  Once
 you  know  yourself,  you  can  say,  "fuck  your
 'should';I'11  make  my  own  decision."  :
 ANOTHER  WOMAN:  The  things  that  happened

 to  me  when  I  came  out!  The  shit  that  got

 dumped  on  my  head.  .It  became  important  ,
 to  take  a  defensive  posture.
 PAT:  Yes,  oppression  and  pain  breed  defen-

 It  takes-so  much  strength  to  be  free  of

 "shoulds".  One  of  the  big  things  of  therapy
 is  to  get  rid  of  someone  else's  "shoulds"
 and  to  find  your  own  which  come  out  of

 conviction  and  common  sense.  If  you're
 going  to  be  some  kind  of  revolutionary,

 it  is  easy  to  fall  into  a  rigidity  trap.
 Strength,  however,  can  lead  us  to  openness
 towards  ourselves  and  others.
 BILLIE:  What  `s  your  guide,  though?  You
 read  the  life  of  Emma  Goldman  and  you  think

 aha!  She  did  everything  right,  right  on  down
 the  line.  She  did  it,  so  it's  do-able:
 American  life  is  not  exactly  brimful  of  cul-
 ture  or  religion  or  ethics.  There's  no
 social  ethos  to  clasp  to  your  breast.
 EVA:  Except  money,  mammon,  and  capitalísm.
 That  gives  people  a  lot.  :
 PAT  S1  find  that  feminism  for  me  has  filled

 a  lot  of  that  void;  it  does  give  me  a  totally
 different  meaning  from  what  I  had.  Before  `
 that  I  was  going  to  be  a  pollyanaish  psy-
 chologist  and  "help"  and  "save"  people.
 But  I  really  didn't  håve  any  direction  or
 meaning  or  an  explanation  for  my  alienation.
 Feminist  therapy,  as  I  see  it,  has  liberation
 as  a  goal.  This  would  involve  a  sensitivity
 not  only  to  one's  self  but  to,  other  people.

 women’s  center  bust
 ANCTHER  WOMAN:  Who  do  you  find  to  be  the

 great  thinkers  in  the  field  of  psychotherapy,
 Pat?

 PAT:  Best  to  delve  into  your  own.experience
 and  that  of  other  women.  In  addition,  I
 find  reading  Rough  Times  (formerly  Radical
 Therapist),  Voices,  and  the  new  Issues  in
 Radical  Therapy  good.  I  also  get  a  lot  from
 modern  therapists  such  as  Rogers,  Perls,
 Laing  and  Jan:v  (with  reservations).
 Freud  was  even  a  revolutionary  for  his  time.
 He  really  fucked  over  women,  but  he  had

 brilliant  insights  into  the  unconscious.
 I'm  really  excited  about  the  Gestalt

 fantasy  and  dream  technique.  When  we  don't

 get  too  far  with  talking,  we  use  role  play  to
 to  get  to  a  deeper  understanding  of  where
 a  person  really  is.
 When  I  see  someone,  and  I  say  ok,  let's  act
 out  your.  dream,  they  usually  find  it  very
 difficult.  Sometimes  it  doesn't  work.

 It  depends  on  where  the  person  is  and  how
 sensitive  I  am.

 EVA:  How  do  you  act  out  a  dream?

 PAT:  Why  don't  you  tell  a  dream  in  the  I-form.

 EVA:  Somewhere  in  the  city  a  pornography  store

 was  bombed.  We  were  'aving  one  of  our

 Tuesday  night  groups  here.  The  police
 decided  it  was  a  woman  from  the  Women's

 Center,  so  they  came  en  masse  to  the  Women's

 Center  in  their  riot  gear  and  they  made  us

 all  stand  against  the  wall  and  handcuffed
 all  of  us.  I  was  in  the  dream.  I  couldn't
 remember  my  telephone  number  to  call  my

 husband  to  help  me  --for  some  kind  of  legal
 defense.  We  were  all  being  kept.
 PAT:  What  is  your  husband's  name?

 EVA:  Doug.

 PAT:  O.K.  Could  you  talk  to  Doug?  Take
 yourself  through  the  dream,  your  feelings
 and  thoughts  as  you're  there  from  the  time
 when  the  dream  started.

 EVA:  I'm  all  of  a  sudden  cut  off  from

 everyone.  We're  all  just  individuals.
 We're  so  shocked--stunned  at  this  violation
 of  our  privacy.

 PAT:  Can  you  taik  to  another  woman  in  the
 room?

 EVA:  What's  going  on?  I  don't  understand.
 I'm  really  scared.  It's  not  fair.
 PAT:  Can  you  be  one  of  the  women  in  the

 room  now?  :
 EVA:  I  feel  as  baffled  as  you  are.
 hope  it  doesn't  take  a  long  time.
 PAT:  Now  be  yourself  again.  B
 EVA:  This  is  really  unbelievable.  0h,  God
 my  poor  baby.  Oh  she's  altight.  How  long
 will  this  last..
 PAT:  Now,  try  being  the  phone  number.  Try

 being  the  right  phone  number  and  trying  to

 I  just

 EVA:  How  do  you  be  a  phone  number?  I  could
 be  my  husband..  È
 PAT:  Let  me  try.  I'm  the  right  phone  number.
 Can't.  you  remember  me?  It's  very  important

 for  yýou  to  remember.  >  Can't  you  remember  me?
 Otherwise,  you're  joing  to  be  totally  help-
 less.

 BILLIE:  I  sort  of  sensed  that  the  number

 was  mocking.  I  had  a  dream  about  a  phrase,
 "policy  structure."  In  the  dream  I  said,
 "I've  got  to  study  your  policy  structure."
 When  I  woke  up,  the  right  phrse  said,  "Ha,

 ha,  ha,  ha,  it's  policy.  .  "Policy  structure"
 isn't  even  a  phrase.
 EVA:  Sometimes  I  think,  in  a  really  tight
 situation  old  Eva,  my  mind  just  falls  apart.
 PAT:  That's  the  terror.  A  lot  of  us  have

 powerful  pigs  and  then  this  helplessness.
 EVA:  'I  guess  it  bothers  me  too  because  I

 other  women  in  the  room.  For  one  thing
 we  were  prohibitėd  from  talking.  And  ano-
 ther  thing  that  even  if  we  hadn't  been,  that
 we  still  would  have  been  quiet.  We  still

 the  men.  The  women  were  helpless.  The  "pigs"

 solution.

 EVA:  -  That's  the  last  time  I  provide  my
 dreams  for  public  scrutiny!
 PAT:  That  dream  seems  like  there  is  a  lot  of
 of  heavy  emotion  in  there,  like  the  help-
 lessness,  not  being  able  to  talk  or  reach
 out  for'help.  The  pornography  image  could’
 be  further  explored.  :
 PATTY:  Well,  this  is  the  first  time  we've
 had  a  real  discussion  instead  of  just  a
 resource  person  spewing  forth.

 by  karen  kordisch
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 Prior  to  coming  to  New  Hampshire  to

 teach  in  a  small,  liberal-arts  college,  I

 years.  Those  years  in  Berkeley  had  been
 particularly  heavy  for  me,  resulting  in  a
 divorce  and,  consequently,  active  partici-
 pation  in  the  women's  movement.

 The  college  in  which  I  was  to  begin
 working  featured  a  "January  Term,"  described
 as  a  "special  four-week  study  period,  seek-
 ing  to  give  the  student  the  opportunity  for
 uninterrrupted  investigation  of  a  subject
 which  particularly  draws  his  interest."
 (Underlining  is  mine.)

 Shortly  after  I  was  hired,  I  received
 a  form  on  which  I  wasto  describe  the  Jan-

 uary  Term  activity  I  would  offer.  I  de-
 cided  to  sponsor  a  course  on  women.  I  was
 pleased  that  I  would  be  able  to  work  inten-
 sively  on  this  subject  with  interested  stu-
 dents.  So  I  sent  in  my  proposal  entitled,
 "Women:  -The  Oppressed  Majority,"  and  began
 my  cross  country  trip  from  California  to

 New  Hampshire.

 After  January  Term  registration  had

 been  completed  I  was  ecstatic  that  thirty
 students,  both  men  and  women,  had  signed
 up  for  the  course,  and  I  approached  the
 first  day  with  a  combination  of  nervous

 apprehension  and  excitement.
 During  the  first  week  and  one-half

 it  was  extremely  difficult  to  initiate  any
 objective  discussions.  (I  had  divided
 the  class  into  two  equal  sections  to  al-
 low  for  more  personal  interaction.)  Many
 women  were  reluctant  to  speak  and  share

 their  experiences,  as  no  sense  of  trust
 and  community  had  evolved  from  the  group.
 Four  to  seven  men  were  overtly  hostile
 and  extremely  defensive  whenever  asked
 tó  explain  their  feelings  or  clarify
 their  positions.

 Some  of  the  women  had  difficulty  rela-
 ting  to  topics  such  as  marriage  and  divorce,
 while  I,  unfortunately,  had  some  difficulty
 relating  to  questions  as,  "Should  men  hold
 doors  open  for  women?"  or  "What  do  you  do
 if  a  man  wants  to  light  your  cigarette  for
 you?"  I  felt  that  these  were  superficial
 issues  and  not  pivotal  points  related  to
 the  movement.  We  discussed  these  differ-
 ences  in  class,  and  I  could  see  that  I  had
 been  wrong  in  making  such  a  judgment.

 _  If  these  questions  were  meaningful  to  the
 life  experience  of  the  women,  then  I  had  to

 start  from  where  they  were  and  use  their

 experiences  as  a  point  of  departure.  This-
 problem,-  then,  was  soon  resolved.

 But  the  problem  of  thè  defiant  men

 remained.  In  my  journal  entry  dated  Wed.,
 Jan.  12,  1972,  I  wrote:

 "My  classes  are  going  miserably.  The  men
 seem  hostile,  though  they  haven't  spoken
 for  the  past  few  sessions.  They  are  judg-
 mental;  I  feel  I'm  always  being  put  on  the
 defensive.  I  asked  one  section  four  or
 five  different  questions  and  still  couldn't
 get  any  response.  ‘They  just  sit  there--
 some  embarrassed,  some  daring  me...I  feel
 that  this  course  is  too  close  to  me  person-
 ally;  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  be  object-
 ive.  JI  think  I  will  talk  to  them  tomorrow

 and  possibly  ask  the  men  to  leave.  I  feel
 this  is  recognizing  failure,  but  I  don't
 want  any  good  that  could  happen  for  the

 women  to  be  denied.  I  think  an  apt  analogy
 might  be  one  of  blacks  giving  a  course  in

 black  studies  and  having  whites  feel  compel-
 led  to  defend  their  status  as  oppressors...
 any  talk  of  change--and  of  equality--must
 necessarily  threaten  them...if  the  system
 changes  they  can  only  lose.  There  are  sev-
 eral  variables  involved,  but  that  still
 doesn't  erase  my  failure."

 The  next  day  I  told  the  class  my  feel-
 ings.  The  consensus  of  both  men  and  women

 was  to  keep  the  men  in  class.  One  woman

 suggested  additional  meetings  open  to  women
 only.  I  felt  this  was  an  excellent  idea,
 and  was  pleased  it  had  been  suggested  by  a
 student.  In  my  journal  I  wrote,  "I'm
 Looking  forward  to  the  meeting  and  think

 it  will  aid  in  establishing  a  sense  of
 community,  even  though  the  course  has  only

 The  first  meeting  with  just  the  women

 My  journal
 entry  for  that  day  read:

 "The  women  opened  up  when  they  met  alone.

 One  spoke  of  being  two  months  pregnant,

 another  of  her  sister's  'illegitimate'
 child  and  subsequent  attempted  suicide,
 and  a  third  about  her  sister's  attempted
 suicide  due  to  the  fact  that  she  (the
 sister)  had  dated  a  black  man  in  a  small
 Virginia  toun.  So  much  unhappiness,  des-
 pair...So  many  women  are  searching  and
 silently  aching  inside,  while  smiling
 fear  lights  their  faces."  :

 My  feelings  of  relief  were  short-lived.
 Later  a  woman  student  came  -up  to  me  and  des-

 cribed  the  session  as  "raw."  I  sawit  as
 reality.  The  need  to  be  able  to  exchange
 feelings/fears  in  a  supportive  environment
 was  an  intense  need  these  young  women  had.
 As  most  of  us,  they  had  been  socialized  too
 well;  most  couldn't  admit  to  this  need.  :
 Thus,  this  was  the  first  and  last  meeting  S
 of  the  women  which  was  open  and  honest.
 Most  withdrew  after  the  initial  verbal  ava-
 lanche.  No  real  trust  had  been  established
 and  the  women  were  embarrassed  after  they

 realized  how  much  they  had  revealed  about
 themselves  and  their  families.  For  me,
 the  time  was  too  short.  The  term  was  nearly
 over  and  no  follow-through  was  possible.

 In  retrospect,  I  see  several  significant
 problem  areas.  The  time  allotted--a  month
 of  intensive  study--was  not  sufficient.
 It  takes  time  to  create  a  sense  of  trust
 and  community  and  the  process  of  sharing
 with  the  group  should  be  a  continuous  one.

 I  realize  that  while  my  intentions  for  al-
 lowing  men  to  participate  were  acceptable
 in  theory  (the  course  being  a  learning  ex-
 perience),  it  just  didn't  work  in  actuality.
 None  of  them  had  given  much  prior  thought

 to  the  women's  movement  and  their  roles
 within  it.  The  analogy  to  blacks  becomes
 relevant  here.  Although  men  have  problems
 within  the  structure  of  our  society,  they
 still  benefit  fromthe  status  quo  and  have
 more  to  lose  by  a  radical  change  in  the

 system  than  do  women..
 Last,  I  found  that  hours  of  heavy  rap-

 ping  on  a  subject  so  close  to  me  personally
 was  extremely  draining.  The  subject  is  in-
 timately  related  to  me.  I  ama  woman.  I  A
 have  personally  known  and  felt  the  anger
 and  feelings  of  impotence  when  I've  been

 discriminated  against.  Also,  at  that  time
 I  was  struggling  in  both  my  personal  and

 academic  life  fòr  recognition  and  equality
 as  a  woman.

 But  I  have  gained  much  insight  from
 this  negative  learning  experience.  The
 next  time  I  teach  a  course  on  the  women's

 movement  it  will  be  open  to  women  only;

 it  will  occur  in  an  unlimited  time  span  so
 that  we  can  establish  a  sense  of  trust  and
 community  and  take  as  long  as  necessary  to

 study  all  the  issues  involved.  Thén,  hope-
 fully,  theory  can  be  put  into  practice  as
 we  work  with  our  ideas  in  a  political  frame-
 work.

 by  paula  eder

 bucknell  rumble

 A  rdical  feminist  poet,  a  women's  rock:
 band,  and  some  out-of-state  lesbians-started-
 a  rumble  one  recent  weekend  at  1950's-style
 Buckne11  University  in  north  central  Pennsyl-
 vania.

 Freshmen  clutched  their  girlfriends  tight-
 `  er,  the  religious  element  refuted  feminism  in

 the  school  paper  with  quotes  from  St.  Paul,  and
 hostile  boys  put  up  sexist  signs  on  the  bulle- tin  boards.  :

 The  seismic  weekend  was  triggered  by  the

 university's  refusal  for  the  umpteenth  time  to
 hire  seven  male  B.A.'s  for  regular  positions
 on  the  faculty,  and  three  women  Ph.D.'s  as
 lecturers.  It  was  too  much  for  some  of  the
 Ph.D.  faculty  wives,  who  follow  their  husbands
 from  campus  to  campus,  unable  themselyes  to

 find  employment.  So  they  set  "Women!"  as  the
 theme  for  Bucknel1's  annual  seminar  weekend, Colloquy  '72.

 Robin  Morgan,  editor  of  Sisterhood  Is
 .  Powerful  and  author  of  a.new  book  of  poems,

 Monster  ,  alienated  most  of  the  campus  right

 from  the  start  by  refusing  to  answer  questions
 from  men  after  her  keynote  address  (reportedly

 hensively  described  the  reformist,  regular,  and
 radical  branches  of  the  women's  movement.  The

 campus  paper  distorted  her  points,  and  her  points
 and  her-#antimale"  attitude  became  a  hot  con-
 troversy  for  the  rest  of  the  weekend,  with  wom-

 en  students  trying  to  appease  the  ire  of  boy-

 reading  and  from  some  of  the  workshops.
 More  attuned  to  the  majority  of  parti-

 cipants  were  the  elitist  faculty  and  admin-

 described  their  efforts  to  impose  federälly

 campuses.  This  alliterative  scheme  from  the

 requires  colleges  and  universities  to  hire
 women  at  «all  levels  within  specified  time
 periods.  These  proponenta,  justifiably  proud
 of  their  new  status  in  the  academic  profession,
 attested  to  thẹ  folly  of  an  apolitical  approach
 to  feminism.  Affirmative  Action  sucks  us  dir-
 ectly  into  the  Man's  work-death  machine.

 "A11  of  us  have  women  who  work  for  us,"

 agonized  Patti,  the  assistant  to  the  presid-
 ent  of  the  State  University  of  New  York  at

 turquoise  pantsuit.  :  :
 Attainment  of  academic  positions  was  seen

 as  an  end  in  itself,  not  as  a  means  to  organi-
 ze  women.

 A  statistician  from  New  York  City  spoke

 of  the  "gentleness  of  women--the  feminine

 qualities  we  have  grown  comfortable  with--
 things  we  want  to  give  to`the  larger  culture."
 But  in  expressing  only  our  gentleness  we  are
 kept  house  niggers,  coopted,  controllable.
 We  are  traditionally  nonviolent,  not  supposed

 to  be  angry.  E
 "We  all  have  a  right  to  our  rage--any

 oppressed  people  have,"  Robin  said  in  her
 keynote  speech.  "[If  we]  channel  hate  into
 energy,  [we  can]  consume  the  system.  It's
 important  to  learn  to  burn  this  fuel.  We
 also  must  learn  to  burn  love--it's  helped  us
 survive  thiš  long.

 "Don't  be  afraid  of  your  rage:  go  with

 it  and  trust  it.  That  doesn't  mean  you're
 crazy.  On  the  other  side  are  strength  and
 love,  which  do  not  vitiate  hate  but  trans- form  it."  :

 Vignettes  from  the  workshops:
 Day  care--anecdotes  about  five-year-

 olds  exploring  each  other's  bodies  drew
 peals  of  laughter  from  the  statistician;  "get
 them  [welfare  mothers]  day  care  and  they  still
 will  not  be  whole  people  because  there  aren't
 any  jobs  for  them."  Note  the  heavy  "we-they" orientation.

 Lesbianism--the  largest  attendance,  maybe
 200  people.  As  the  two  lesbian  women  from  Cor-

 nell  respond  to  questions,  a  Bucknell  boy  be-
 hind  me  exclaims  to  buddy,  "They're  reaching

 all  the  girls  in  this  room!"  The  women  say  z
 that  they  have  valued  platonic  relationships

 d|

 tation  is  with  women.  One  Bucknell  jock  to  an-
 other  on  the  way  out:  "Gee!  I  thought  they'd
 be  wearing  black  leather  jackets  and  tire  irons!"

 Sexuality--a  :platinum  blonde  biopsycholo-
 gist  from  Rutgers  dominates  small  discussion
 groups  all  clustered  in  one  dorm  living  room:
 "Xau're  college  kids,  you're  not  a  31-year-old
 woman  like  me.  You're  kids,  caught  up  in  this
 male-female  bind...I  like  to  have  bleached
 blonde  hair.  I  don't  feel  I've  sold  out  to
 the  male  establishment."  She  went  on  to  de-
 scribe  the  virtue  of  a  second  marriage.

 susan  pennington
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 ad:  feminist  teacher
 The  Women's  Studies  Program  at  California

 State  University,  San  Diego  (San  Diego  State
 College)  needs  women  for  Fall  1973  who  can
 teach:  Women  in  History,  Women  in  Education,

 Racism  and  Sexism,  Contemporary  Issues  in  the
 Women's  Movement,  Women  in  Comparative  Cul-

 tures,  Socialization  Process  of  Women,  Self-
 Actualization  of  Women,  Women  in  Literature,
 and  The  Status  of  Women  Under  Various  Econo-

 mic  and  Political  Systems.  s
 We  need  applications  in  by  March  15,  1973.

 Please  include  your  involvement  in  the  Women's
 Movement  and  what  you  see  as  the  purpose  of
 Women's  Studies.  As  we  have  limited  posi-
 tions,  4.0,  placement  will  most  likely  be  half-
 time.  Please  address  correspondence  to:
 Personnel  Committee,  Women's  Studies  Program

 .  California  State  University,  San  Diego
 San  Diego,  California  92115

 Above:  Scene  in'a  "sweaters"
 factory  in  New  York  City;

 left:  entitled  simply,
 "The  End."

 western  conference

 A  Western  Regional  Women's  Studies  Con-
 ference  is  being  planned  for  April  13  through
 15.  The  organizers,  members  of  the  Women's
 Studies  Board  at  the  California  State  Univer-
 sity  at  Sacramento,  are  seeking  feedback  from
 all  women  who  would  be  interested  in  attending:
 on  workshop  topics  and  arrangements,  on  the

 agenda  for  the  three  days,  on  the  possibility
 of  cultural  presentations  in  addition  to  aca-
 demic  discussion.

 Women  who  would  act  as  liaison  between
 their  campus  or  organization  and  the  planning

 ference  should  contact:  Karen  Kennèdy,  Women's
 Studies  Board,  C.S.U.  Sacramento,  TJJ-3,  6000
 J  Street,  Sacramento,  CA  95819.  (When  request-
 ing  further  info,  please  enclose  stamped,  self-
 addressed  envelope.  Every  penny  counts.)

 study  oob

 furnish  your  orders.

 page  24/0off  our  backs/february-march

 living  history

 There  are  women  alive  today  who  have  re-
 corded,  in  their  memories,  what  historians
 have  failed  to  record  in  their  compleat  tomes:
 the  history  of  women  struggling  in  this  coun-

 try  at  the  beginning  of  the  century  for  the
 vote,  decent  pay,  housing,  child  welfare,  and
 birth  control--and  the  recriminations  they  suf-
 fered  for  their  struggles.

 To.  recapture  for  posterity  the  buried  his-
 tory  of  American  women,  two  feminist  histor-

 created  the  Feminist  History  Research  Project.
 Presently  based  at  the  Los  Angeles  Women's

 Center  and  operating  in  affiliation  with  the
 Women's  History  Library  in  Berkeley  and  the
 L.A.  NOW  Center  for  Women's  Studies,  the  pro-

 ject  is  searching  out  women  who  were  active

 in  the  early  1900s.  A  104-year-old  suffra-
 gist,  a  90-year-old  professional  photographer,
 a  76-year-old  union  organizer,  and  others
 have  already  been  interviewed.

 There  are  hundreds  of  other  women  through-

 out  the  country  to  be  located  and  interviewed,
 and  the  project  has  estimated  a  $20,000  bud-
 get  for  the  year  1973  to  cover  the  costs  in-
 volved  in  recording  the  volumes  of  information to  be  gathered.  :

 The  two  researchers  plan  to  establish  also
 a  clearinghouse  for  women's  research  and  a  di-
 gest  of  the  material  accumulated,  eventually
 to  grow  into  a  regularly  published  journal.

 They  need  source  information  and  money.
 (Contributions  are  tax-deductible.)  If  you

 dramatic  reading

 Women's  Work  Is  Never  Done.  Skit  on  history

 of  working  women  in  America.  From  original
 sources.  14  pages.  25¢.  From  Ann  Froines,
 Feminist  Studies,  Cambridge-Goddard,  1878
 Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Mass.  02140,  Write
 for  bulk  rates.
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 facts?

 The  Liberated  Women's  Appointment  Calendar

 attributes  the  invention  of  the  cotton  gin  to
 Catherine  Littlefield  Greene  --  a  tantalizing
 attribution  since  every  fourth-grader  knows  it
 was  Eli  Whitney.  :

 To  find  out  about  Catherine  Littlefield
 Greene,  one  must  pore  through  books  written
 about  the  men  in  her  life--her  first  husband,
 revolutionary  general  Nathanael  Greene,  and  Eli
 Whitney,  not  to  mention  George  Washington,  La-

 fayette,  a  slew  of  pre-  and  post-revolutionary
 men  of  prominence  (with  whom  "Caty  of  the  Revo-
 lution"  was  romantically  linked  by  various  auth-
 ors)  and  her  second  -husband,  Phineas  Miller.

 The  ones  I  skimmed  were  Forgotten  Leaders
 of  the  Revolution  by  Swiggett,  Nathanael  Greene,
 Strategist  of  the  American  Revolution  by  Thayer,
 The  World  of  Eli  Whitney,  by  Mirsky  and  Nevins,
 Eli  Whitney  and  the  Birth  of  American  Technology

 by  Green,  Georgia:  A  Guide  to  its  Towns  and
 Countryside  by  Leckie,  and  Let  My  Name  Stand

 Fair  By  Seifert  (this  last  a  romantic  historical

 ment  to  puerile,  sexist,  racist  writing).
 What  one  discovers  from  these  various  his-

 married  at  age  18,  19,  or  21;  had  4,  5,  or  6

 children;  had  several  affairs  before  and  after
 her  first  husband's  death,  or  did  not;  was  an

 of  General  Greene,  or  wrote  long,  evocative
 letters  to  her  many  acquaintances,  who  fondly

 called  her  Caty,  or  was  it  Kitty?  ‘All  agree
 she  was  extravagant  with  money,  beautiful,
 flirtatious,  and  that  she  was  born  in  Rhode
 Island  and  died  in  1814,  probably  at  the  age
 of  61,  in  Georgia.

 Thus  is  her  character  and  role  in  history

 defined.  What  may  be  extrapolated  from  the  bits
 of  information  contained  in  these  works  devoted
 to  other  weightier  subjects  is  speculation.

 war  and  crinolines

 But  a  few  sure  surmises  filter  through:
 she  traveled  through  a  war-ravaged  country,  at
 times  pregnant.  to  join  her  husband  at  his  var-
 ious  campsites  throughout  the  revolution,  brav-
 ing  (and  apparently  once  outwitting)  British
 troops  and  smuggling  gun  powder  and  food  sup-

 plies  in  her  crinoline;  suffered  many  of  the
 privations  and  diseases  that  beseiged  the  sol-
 diers  at  various  northern  winter  quarters,
 including  Valley  Forge;  ministered  to  the  sick
 and,  with  her  buoyancy,  made  life  more  bearable
 for  the  officers  and  foot-soldiers  alike.

 Judging  from  the  letters  Nathanael  Greene

 wrote  her,  quoted  extensively  by  Thayer,  her
 involvement  in  the  Revolutionary  War  might
 have  been  more  than  morale  booster.  Greene
 wrote  rather  detailed  accounts  of  forays,  strat-
 egies,  possible  consequences.  -Not  once  does
 Thayer  proceed  to  quote  from  Catherine's  let-
 ters  to  her  husband  nor  do  any  of  the  authors
 hint  that  Catherine  may  haye  spoken  to  her  hus-

 band  on  any  matters  other  than  dinner  party
 preparations.  But  the  letters  of  Nathanael
 Greene  do  indicate  that  Catherine  had  a  head
 for  more  than  fancy  hats.

 debts  and  letters

 A  look  at  Catherine's  writing  style  is
 `  afforded  by  Swiggett  in  his  treatment  of  Jere-

 Catherine  Littlefield

 miah  Wadsworth,  one  of  Nathanael  Greene's  chief
 aides  during  the  war  and  one  of  Swiggett's

 "forgotten  leaders."  Catherine  enters  as  a
 love  interest  of  Wadsworth  in  the  few  years
 following  GeneralGreene's  death.  The  series
 of  letters  excerpted  reveal  her  feet  for
 language,  her  pride  and  her  wit.

 Mirsky  and  Nevins  quote  from  the  lighter

 portions  of  several  of  her  letters  to  demon-
 strate  the  charm  and  sophistication  of  the  wom-

 an  who  gave  the  unworldly  Eli  Whitney  a  home
 in  a  land  foreign  to  him  (the  South).  They
 allude  to  the  fact  that  these  letters  were
 mainly  concerned  with  financial  and  legal  cri-
 ses,  but  do  not  expound  upon  the  manner  in

 which  the  woman  handled  them.  :
 The  financial  and  legal  crises  were  in-

 curred  by  her  husbands,  but  their  burden  fell
 mainly.  to  Catherine.  Greene  had  been  left  pen-
 niless  by  the  war;  as  quartermaster  general  he
 had  been  responsible  for  provisioning  the  troops
 and  had  signed  personal  notès  of  credit  to  sec-
 ure  the  necessary  supplies.  The  U.S.  govern-

 was  used  to  pay  off  creditors.
 The  state  of  Georgia,  however,  in  appreci-

 ation  for  Greene's  having  routed  the  British
 from  the  South  and  thus  bringing  the  war  to

 an  end,  awarded  him  Mulberry  Grove,  the  planta-

 tion  of  the  former  lieutenant-governor,  a  loy-
 alist.  Catherine  and  he,  both  Northerners,
 had  to  relocate  themselves,  Mulberry  Grove  being
 the-  only:  property  left  them.  When  Greene  died,
 shortly  after  the  move,  Catherine  was  left  with
 still  unpaid  creditors  and  a  huge,  potentially
 rich,  plantation  that  had  lain  fallow  for  ten
 years.  Only  vague  references  are  made  to  her
 ensuing  fights  with  creditors  and  Congress,
 those  not  being  er  main  appeal.

 She  married  Phineas  Miller,  who  had  been

 procured  by  her  husband  to  tutor  the  children
 and  oversee  the  plantation,  in  1796.  For  years
 prior  to  that,  however,  she  had  allowed  the
 Greene  estate  of  which  she  was  executor,  to  be

 used  by  Miller  to  secure  credit  for  his  and
 Whitney's  joint  ginning  business.  Were  it
 not  for  her  estate  the  two  would  never  have

 been  able  to  command  credit.  In  1794  or  1795,
 when  Miller  was  involved  in  a  colossal  case  of
 land  speculation  and  fraud  in  Mississippi,
 Catherine  authorized  the  use  of  estate  funds
 as  collateral  to  save  Miller  and  Whitney  from
 bankruptcy.  The  financial  difficulties  of
 that  partnership  were  a  burden  to  Catherine
 for  the  rest  of  her  life.

 Notwithstanding  the  serious  matters  of
 correspondence  between  Eli  Whitney  and  Cather-

 es  as:  "Come  here  and  let  me  teach  you  by  my

 example  how  to  enjoy  the  few  fleeting  years

 which  any  can  calculate  upon..."  --  which  is
 delightful  enough  but  hardly  gives  Catherine
 her  full  dimension.

 the  lady  and  the  inventor

 Miller  had  secured  a  tutoring  job  in  the
 South  for  Whitney,  who  had  just  graduated  Yale
 and  was  without  any  job  prospects.  Miller,
 Whitney  and  Catherine  traveled  together  to  Mul-
 berry  Grove,  where  Whitney  was  to  rest  a  few

 days  before  continuing  his  journey.  This  was
 in  the  fall  of  1792.  He  stayed  at  Mulberry
 Grove,  however,  where  Catherine  gave  him  the

 basement  as  a  workshop,  and  in  the  spring  of
 1793  the  cotton  gin  ¿had  been  invented.

 Eli  Whitney

 Georgia  planters  were  in  desperate  need
 cf  a  means  to  separate  properly  and  rapidly
 the  cotton  from  the  seed  of  the  variety  of
 cotton  that  could  grow  in  Southern  soil.
 Noting  Whitney's  manual  dexterity  (after  hav-
 ing  known  him  for  about  a  week),  Catherine  in-
 troduced  him  to  the  nearby  plantation  owners

 and  reputedly  suggested  to  him  that  he  devise
 such  a  machine.  And  so,  apparently,  he  gave
 up  the  idea  of  tutoring  and  accepted  Catherine's
 basement  and  hospitality.

 Catherine's  role  in  the  development  of  the
 cotton  gin  is  rumored:  some  authors  allude  to
 it  facetiously;  others  don't  mention  the  pos-
 sibility.  How  many  times  she  entered  her
 basement  and  made  suggestions  to  Whitney  during
 the  months  he  was  building  his  model  is  unre-

 corded.  But  somehow  or  other,  word  did  get
 around  about  her  providing  the  idea  for  the  nec-

 essary  completion  of  the  partial  machine  Whit-
 ney  had  constructed.

 He  had  fashioned  a  rotating  tight-toothed
 contrivance  which  allowed  the  cotton  lint  but
 not  the  seeds  to  pass  through.  That  the  lint
 adhered  to  the  teeth  was  the  problem.  Accor-
 ding  to  one  source  (the  guide  to  Georgia),

 "Mrs.  Greene  intuitively  picked  up  a  brush  and,
 applying  it  to  the  teeth  of  the  machine,  caught
 the  lint  upon  it."  Ah,  a  woman's  intuition.
 And  so  the  cotton  gin  was  born  with  a  revolv-
 ing  brush  to  clear  the  teeth  as  the  seeds  were
 separated  from  the  lint.

 Concludes  the  above  quoted  passage:  "So
 delicately  balanced  are  the  destinies  of  men
 that  there  are  times  when  an  event  of  a  feath-

 er's  weight  can  definitely  change  the  course
 of  humar  existence."  The  feather  brain  of  a
 woman  had  possibly  provided  the  principle  which
 the  man  trained  in  the  use  of  tools  since  his

 ovRo9d  days  on  the  farm  could  implement  by and.
 fade-out

 Very  little  is  written  about  Catherine's
 activities  after  the  turn  of  the  century:  ob-
 viously,  no  other  notable  men  entered  her  life.
 She  was,  after  all,  approaching  50.  `

 Catherine  Littlefield,  whatever  her  buried
 potential  or  unacknowledged  accomplishments,  is
 not  to  be  glorified.  She  was  a  woman  of  social
 status  and  of  her  times,  apparently  (if  one
 can  believe  anything  written  about  her)  reason-
 ably  well  sheltered  and  norished  at  Valley
 Forge  when  the  foot-soldiers  there  were  starv-
 ing  and  the  mistress  later  -of  a  plantation-full
 of  slaves.

 She  is  still,  however,  one  of  thousands
 of  women  in  history  denied  the  development  of

 their  abilities  and  their  rights  to  voices  of
 their  own.  Having  married  nobly,  she  was  al-
 lowed  to  squeak  through  into.posterity.
 :  Of  the  other  women  alive  during  that  era,

 the  books  mention  only  the  wives  of  great  men.

 nothing  but  petty  jealousies  and  sewing.  circles are  observed.  f
 The  one  undistinguished  woman  pulled  by

 Catherine  into  the  history  books  is  Nancy  Lor-
 ing,  her  traveling  companion  and  friend  who

 faced  with  her  the  enemy  troops  and  the  hard-
 ships  of  living  in  the  battle.  The  historians
 don't  waste  any  time  on  her:  the  one  word  used
 to  characterize  Nancy  Loring  is  "spinster."

 by  fran  pollner
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 survival

 cruisers  and  choosers

 I  had  just  split  up  with  my  first  lover

 when  I  walked  into  one  of  Washington's  gay

 bars  for  my  first  experience  as  a  gay,  single
 .  woman.  I'd  been  out  with  some  friends  to  some

 straight,  dressy  party,  and  I  was  wearing  a
 long  skirt.  Mistake  number  one.

 I  had  hardly  ordered  my  first  drink  when
 a  figure  loomed  over  me,  and  a  woman's  voice

 laced  with  shades  of  Bogart  inquired,  "Slow
 dance?"  Sure.

 Stepping  up  to  the  dance  floor,  we  begin
 awkwardly  at  first,  as  women  often  do,  unsure

 of  who  is  to  lead.  At  least  I  am  unsure.  My
 partner  obviously  feels  no  doubt  as  she  wrest-
 les  me  into  a  firm  grip.  The  long  skirt  appar-
 ently  has  given  me  away.  I  am,  it  seems,  marked

 for  life  as  a  "femme".  I  tell  her  that  my
 lover  and  I  have  recently  broken  up  and  she
 Tooks  me  over  sympathetically  and  announces:
 "Don't  worry,  honey.  You'11  do  all  right--  if
 only  you  can  get  a  little  butcher."

 Back  again  the  next  weekend.  This  time  I

 wear  jeans.  I  may  as  well  have  had  a  sex

 change.  Women  who  had  asked  me  to  dance  the

 previous  week  now  smile  brotherly  smiles  and
 ignore  me.  The  long-  haired  qirīIs  in  skirts  ob-
 viously  expect  me  to  ask  them  to  dance.

 I  comply  and  find  I  am  also  expected  to

 lead  (not  one  of  my  greater  talents).  Finally,
 after  shuffling  some  poor  girl  around  the  floor
 for  a  few  minutes,  she  looks  at  me  as  if  I've
 committed  some  masterpiece  of  deception.  "You,"

 she  S1OMerS  accusingly,  "aren't  as  butch  as  you ook.
 Visions  of-  compromise  garb  flash  across

 my  mind.  How  to  avoid  the  type-casting?  A
 Tong  formal  topped  with  a  blue  jean  jacket?
 Sexy  patterned  stockings  with  heavy  men's
 Toafers?

 change  of  scenery

 The  point,  of  course,  is  that  there's  as
 much  sexual  stereotyping  in  women's  bars  as
 in  any  of  the"singles"  places  for  straight
 young  people.  If  you've  ever  experienced  Wayne
 Wayne's  Luv  or  Fran  0'Briani!s  on  a  Saturday
 night  (I  hopė  you  haven't)  you're  familiar
 with  the  superficial  conversations,  the  cruis-
 ing  and  the  emphasis  on  physical  appearance
 that  leads  some  women  to  spend  more  time  fix-

 ing  their  eyelashes  in  the  ladies'  room  than
 meeting  men  on  the  dance  floor.

 The  only  difference  is  that  in  women's
 bars  the  superficial  conversations  are  with
 other  women,  the  cruising  isı  6f  other  women,

 the  people  you're  trying  to  attract  are  other women.
 Still,  there's  something  to  be  said  in

 defense  of  gay  women's  bars.  Certainly  not  all
 of  their  customers  are  into  sexual  role-play-
 ing  and  stereotyping.  And  there's  nothing
 wrong  with  going  to  gay  bars  to  meet  people  or

 simply  to  "be  around  your  own  kind."  It's
 parochial  but  valid  in  a  society  which  makes
 it  hard  to  meet  other  women  anyway,  and  espec-
 ially  hard  to  meet  gay  women.

 slow  dance

 But  should  you  decide  to  go  for  the  first

 time,  there  are  a  few  culture  shocks  you  should
 be  prepared  for.  First  of  all,  expect  an  in-
 ordinate  emphasis  on  dancing  :in  Gayland.  I
 sometimes  wonder  if  we  homosexuals  really

 want  to  dance  as  much  as  our  culture  insists
 upon.  The  theory  may  be  that  if  we  didn't
 dance,  we'd  fordet  we  were  gay.

 leadership  syndrome
 Anyway,  youu  gotta  dance.  And,  no  doubt

 about  it,  to  some  people  Who  Leads  is  impor-
 tant.  I've  seen  whole  patterns  for  relation-
 ships  established  in  the  first  few  minutes  on
 the  dance  flocr.  My  advice  is,  tel11  your  part-
 ner  whether  you  want  to  lead.  If  you  can't,

 page  26/0off  our  backs/february-march.

 say  so  rather  than  dragging  her  leadenly  a-
 round  the  floor.  If  you  don't  care  who  leads,
 say  so  and  establish  yourself  as  a  woman  in
 search  of  a  less  rigidly  structured  relation-
 ship.

 If  you  want  to  meet  people,  just  do  it.
 You  all  have  something  (maybe  not  much,  but

 something)  in  common,  or  you  wouldn't  be

 there.  Women  have  been  told  for  so  long  just

 to  "sit  and  look  pretty  and  someone  will  ap-
 proach  you",  that  we  have  to  learn  to  take  our

 own  initiatives.  That's  one  of  the  good  les-
 sons  of  a  gay  bar.  Women  have  to  learn  to  ap-

 proach  each  other.  If  they  didn't,  in  a  segre-
 gated  society  like  a  women's  bar,  you'd  have
 a  whole  room  full  of  women  sitting  and  smilinġ

 and  looking  pretty  and  no  one  would  ever  meet

 anybody.  i
 It  doesn't  matter  how  you  open  a  conver-

 sation.  I've  heard  lines  in  women's  bars  that
 no  Superstud  in  a  singles  bar  would  dream  of

 using.  If  all  else  fails,  it's  OK  to  try:
 "We've  got  to  stop  meeting  like  this."  But  D0
 NOT  stoop  to  "What's  your  sign?"  She  may  be

 a  political  type  who'll  think  you're  referring
 to  thé  sign  she  carried  at  the  counter-inaug- ural.

 Be  prepared  for  some  sexual  steretyping
 based  on  dress  and  appearance.  Sad  but  true,
 most  gay  women  are  no  more  enlightened  than

 their  society  about  typing  people  according  to
 physical  superficialities.  That  first  night
 at  the  bar,  when  I  wore  my  long  skirt,  I  even
 had  my  "honor"  defended  in  the  ladies'  room.

 Two  girls  were  leaning  on  the  sinks,  laughing

 .

 I  was  listening  and  waiting  for  an  empty
 stall.  Suddenly  the  door  to  one  of  the  stalls
 flew  open  and  out  strode  a  large  woman.  She

 looked  me  over  and  glared  at  the  girls.
 "Girls,"  she  said  threateningly,"  watch  your
 language.  Can't  you  see  there's  a  lady  present?"
 I  looked  around  the  room  for  the  ady,  I  thought
 maybe  the  woman  had  brought  her  old  mother.

 It  took  me  several  minutes  to  figure  out  that
 I  was  the  "Tady."

 options

 There  are,  of  course,  places  other  than
 gay  bars  where  you  can  meet  other  gay  women--
 open  houses,  women's  movement  functions,  in-

 terest  groups.  But  perhaps  in  our  attempts  to
 raise  our  consciousness,  we  all  take  ourselves
 to  seriously.  Rigid  ideologies  aside,  there  is
 nothing  wrong  with  going  out  for  purely  so-i

 cial  reasons  like  dancing  and  meeting  people.
 Joan  Baez  once  told  a  vary  serious  audience
 at  a  peace  movement  concert:  "For  God's  sake,
 smile.  No  movement  can  survive  without  a  sense

 of  humor  and  some  frivolity."  And,  fod  knows,
 gay  bars  can't  be  survived  without  cultivating
 some  tongue-in-cheek  frivolity.

 by  anne  kidwe11
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 letters

 return  to  sender

 Dear  Sisters:

 Here  is  a  suggestion  -  something  women
 can  do  for  our  movement  who  because  of  their

 situations  can  not  be  as  active  as  they
 would  like.  Watch  the  mail  for  "male  orient-
 ed  pieces"  and  return  them  with  an  appro-
 priate  note.  For  instance  this  week  I  re-
 ceived  two  I  responded  to.  One  was  from
 Newsweek  Book  Division.  It  was  a  direct
 mail  piece  advertising  the  book,  "Wonders
 of  Man".  It  had  a  business  reply  envelope
 in  which  to  remit  my  acceptance  of  the
 book  (no  stamp  required).  I  took  a  sheet

 Of  paper  and  wrote  across  it  in  large  red
 letters,  "Sisterhood  is  Powerful"  just  to
 grab  their  attention  then  typed  in  a  mes-
 sage  about  their  title  and  told  them  how
 offensive  that  was.  The  other  piece  was
 from  Common  Cause,  also  with  a  free  reply
 mailer.  These  are  always  to  be  taken  advan-
 tage  of!  It  listed  their  programs  for  the
 year,  including,  congressional  reform,  envir-
 onment  and  spending,  not  a  word  about  Causes

 that  are  Common  to  52%  of  the  population.
 Again  with  red  pen  I  wrote  Sisterhood  is

 Powerful  and  then  typed  a  message  about
 the  causes  WE  were  interested  in,  as  women

 first.  We  Can  engage  in  an  active  mail
 campaign  which  -need  not  even  cost  a  stamp!
 Let's  flood  their  offices  with  reminders
 that  women  are  out  there  and  are  not  to  be

 taken  for  granted  when  they  get  out  these

 pieces  of  literature.  Let's  preface  all
 our  return  replies  with  our  fighting  slogan,
 "Sisterhood  is  Powerful."

 Clue  Dennis

 cell-mates

 Hi,

 What  a  gas  your  paper  is!  First  paper
 that  I've  really  dug.  Ana  [Lou  Coelho,  see
 oob  April  1972]  is  my  next-cel1  neighbor,  so
 to  say,  so  we  share  alot.  Your  paper  touched
 me  in  so  many  familiar  ways:  reading  all  there
 was,  wish  there  was  more.

 Right  now  inside,  of  "inside"  I  do  my

 trip  as  art  editor  of  the  prison  paper  here
 `  (The  Clarion).  Ours  is  censored  of  course,
 but  it  is  alot  better  than  the  kitchen  or
 the  yard.

 A11  I  can  say  for  now  is  keep  up  the

 "goodness"  that  you  produce.  I  feel  the
 warmth  of  womanhood,  that  more  people  should
 be  exposed  to.  For  Sure.

 Warm  Thoughts  &  Much  Love
 Kathie  Stewart
 Emmons  -  A  -  440

 C.I.W.  Frontera,  Ca.  91720

 gratis

 Dear  Sisters: i  Î  C  free
 It's  high  time  I  thanked  you  for  the

 subscription.  I  love  oob  and  look  forward  to
 getting  it  in  the  mail  every  month.

 In  sisterhood,

 Mary  McDermott

 I'm  enclosing  $5.00  for  a  year's  sub-
 scription  to  oob.  We  have  just  been  talking
 about  wanting  to  get  a  women's  paper  for  our
 collective  from  San  Francisco  or  the  West
 Coast  area  anyway--  to  be  a  little  closer
 to  home  here  in  Tucson.  If  you  could  suggest
 any  paper  from  the  West  Coast--  we  don't  know

 of  any  coming  out  ncw.

 Another  request--  we  have  read  about
 the  New  American  Movement's  Women's  Confer-

 ence  on  Socialist  Feminism  held  in  Durham,
 North  Carolina  over  Thanksgiving.  It
 seemed  from  the  N.Å.M.  write-up  to  have  been

 an  exciting  and  even  historically  important
 event  for  feminists  and  the  concrete  begin-
 ning  of  a  reconciliation  between  "radical/
 cultural  feminists"  and  "socialist  feminists".
 What  we  were  wondering  was--  did  you  cover

 the  conference  and  if  so,  have  you  written
 anything  about  it??  We  would  be  very  inter-
 ested  in  seeing  what  an  independent  women's
 paper  had  to  report.  Please  send  us  what-
 ever  you  have--  if  you  have  anything.

 To  give  you  a  little  news  from  Tucson--
 Up  until  the  summer  we  had  a  women's  center.

 Around  the  end  of  August,  beginning  of  Sept.
 we  decided  to  split  up  into  a  number  of  dif-

 ferent  groups--  a  political  education  group
 (now  reading  and  discussing  writings  con-
 nected  with  socialist  feminism);  a  health
 collective;  several  consciousness-raising
 groups;  a  group  doing  work,  education  and.

 counseling  around  rape;  and  for  a  short
 while,  a  theater  group.  At  least  3  of
 the  sub-committees  or  whatever  are  going  well
 after  some  lull  over  Christmas.  But  the
 women's  center  as  such  isn't  functioning
 anymore.  It  seems  that  women  have  begun  to
 define  themselves  more  clearly  in  terms  of
 special  interests  and  no  longer  experience
 the  need  for  a  general  women's  center.  The
 problem  comes  with  providing  information  for

 new  women  to  find  out  what  is  happening  and
 how  they  can  get  involved,  without  staffing
 a  center  to  provide  this  stuff.

 In  sisterhood--

 Ann  Yellott

 Dear  Ann:

 A  report  on  the  N.A.M.  conference  appears

 in  the  January  off  our  backs;  it  was  written
 by  one  of  the  participants.

 Some  West  Coast  women's  papers  are:  Pan-
 dora,  1408  NE  43  St.,  #203,  Seattíe,  WA  98105;

 oob

 manners  vs.  force

 Dear  Sisters,

 I  noticed  your  column  on  "manners"  and

 want  to  add  a  few  notes  on  handling  women

 who  are  non-sisters.  ;  :
 On  a  recent  TV  talk  show--  Kup's  Show

 on  NBC-TV  here  (Chicago)--  there  were  2  7
 segments.  One  segment  featured  Jack  War-

 ner  (of  Warner  Bros.)  and  Beau  Bridges.

 Beau  Bridges  began  to  announce  the  Peace
 March  planned  for  Saturday,  Jan.  20  here  in

 Chicago  (he  was  unable  to  be  here  personal-
 ly,  but  wished  to  inform  viewers.)

 Suddenly,  Mr.  Warner  interrupted  him
 and  began  spouting  the  most  incredible
 reactionary  rhetoric--  every  cliche  from
 Archie  Bunker  to  Agnew  was  thrown  at

 Bridges.  The  other  guests,  including  Kup
 and  Charlton  Heston  were  silent  during  this
 tyrade.  Finally,  Heston  murmured  some  11b-
 eral  garbage  about  "peaceful  demonstrations"
 which  didn't  begin  to  answer  Warner's  wild

 charges.

 The  second  segment  featured  Esther

 Vilar,  ("The  Manipulated  Male"),  Mary  Jean
 Collins  Robson  of  NOW,  Lily  Tomlin  (yea,
 a  sister!)  and  Edie  Adams  and  her  husband.

 Most  of  the  discussion  centered  around
 Ms.  Vilar's  book,  but  tle  way  the  discussion
 was  handled  was  entirely  different.  There
 was  controversey  and  debate,  but  non-hos-
 tile.  The  women  listened  to  Vilar  and
 listened  to  each  other.  Everyone  felt
 strongly  about  certain  statements  in  the
 book,  but  no  one  put  down  Vilar  personally

 but  answered  her  charges.  i
 The  consensus  among  the  three  women

 was  that  Ms.  Vilar's  book  was  sadly  out-
 of-date  (and  out  of  touch,  too)  with  con-
 ditions  in  Amerika  today.  (Vilar  got  off
 some  nasty,  anti-women  statements,  too.)
 Lily  Tomlin  thought  the  book-  was  a  "satire"
 but  there  was  good  discussion  on  each  of

 Vilar's  charges.  When  Kup  tried  to  change
 the  subject,  it  naturally  turned  back  to
 the  book.

 Although  the  discussion  in  this  segment
 was  lively  and  spirited,  it  was  remarkably
 free  of  hostility.  The  women--  I  am  sure--
 responded  emotionally  to  Vilar's  charges--
 but  were  able  to  deal  with  some  highly-

 charged  issues  in  a  rational  manner.
 Where  did  women  come  to  be  character-

 ized  as  "emotional"  and  not  rational?
 Looking  back  on  my  own  experiences,  it

 seems  that  men  are  the  ones  who  shout  you

 down  and  attempt  to  beat  you  down  with  words

 If  they  cannot  use  force  directly,  it  is
 always  threatened.  :

 I  don't  recall  any  arguments  with  wo-

 men--  even  wọmen  who  disagreed  strongly--
 who  used  this  hysterical  tactic.  Even
 when  highly  emotional,  women  do  listen.  A
 man  as  stupid  as  Jack  Warner  Tearns  to  be

 aggressive  and  on  the  offensive--  if  he
 had  to  respond  to  other  people,  they  would  =
 soon  become  aware  of  the  man's  intellectual
 limitations  (stupidity  if  ybu  will).

 Men  rule  only  through  use  of  Force.
 Take  away  armies,  cops,  courts,  prisons  and
 governments  could  only  rule  thru  voluntary

 consent  of  the  governed  (you  and  me,  sisters).
 Of  course,  Force  is  always  backed  up

 by  Fraud.  Artificial  concepts  of  wealth,
 truth,  religion,  etc.  Force  and  Fraud  are
 the  cornerstones  of  Male  Rule.

 I  think  learning  about  women's  ancient
 history  is  far  more  radical  than  anything
 Marx  or  Bakunin  ever  wrote.  Has  00b  gotb  any-

 thing  on  women's  ancient  history  yet?
 Take  care  sisters.  We  need  you  and  the

 first  rate  job  you  keep  doing  in  oob.  (How
 do  you  keep  together?)  Ms  magazine  is  good,  m
 but  there  are  times  I  get  glimmers  of  Glamour
 and  Mademoiselle  in  those  fancy  pages.  The
 feminist  movement  must  remember  that  there

 are  a  lot  of  us  working-class-  sisters  around,
 too.  I  don't  want  to  see  our  energies  go
 solely  toward  creating  more  privileges  for the  privileged.  :

 Arlene  Meyers
 for  SIREN
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 NEWSDEALERS  IN  THE

 SOUTH:

 FLORIDA

 Co-op  Bookshop,
 652  W.  Tenn  St.,
 Tallahassee

 LOUISIANA

 Atlantis  Dist.  C0.
 1030  Annunciation  St.
 New  Orleans

 MISSOURI

 Tai  Bookshop,  225  N.  Ninth Columbia  :
 The  New  Earth  Book  Store
 1106  E.  47th,  Kansas  City

 NORTH  CAROLINA

 Crazy  Horse  Books
 Charlotte

 Community  Book  Store
 403  W.  Franklin,  Chapel  Hill

 TEXAS

 Oat  Willie,  1801  Nueces  St.
 Austin

 Headventure,  1020  Colo.  St,
 Beaumont

 Prarie  Fire  Bookstore

 2921  Wentworth,  Houston
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