
Woroni (Canberra, ACT : 1950 - 2007), Wednesday 28 June 1972, page 7

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article140092405

bi~

sexuality
Oftenin

discussions

at Gay Lib
meetings

the ideais thrownup
that

'bisexuality'

is one of the
aims of the liberationmove
ments. It seemspartof the

Revolution
that this will be

one of the
corollaries

of our

ceasingto pigeon-holepeople

by sex and
sexuality.Because

of
;dissatisfactiorwith

some

of this
thinking,

we dec
idedto dig rather more
deeply intoit, and invited

Women's Liberation

to
participate

in the
discussion

heldat BruceHallon Tuesday

20th June. What resulted was

a vigorousfree-for-all

and
sometimes, vergingon the
riotous.

I don't attemptto presentthe
conclusions

of the group ( we
didn't arrive at any),but to
givesomeof the ideaswhich

were tossedabout and something

of the flavourof the
meeting.

Whereto start?.

A first
approximation

to what
is meant by

bisexuality

in the
language of the

movements
is

'equal attraction
to the sexes.'

We accept thisas a
working

point,but as the meeting

point,but as the meeting

progresses

it seems less than
satisfactory.

'Mostof the talkon
bisexuality

in the liberation

movementsis basedon the

(few)commentsof Freud,who
stated thatat birth,we are
?paMymorphously perverse (!)

and are latershapedintosex
roles. I don'tthinkthat this
meansthat we are initially

or
naturally bisexual and that

thisis coachedout of us.

Rather,that we are capable

of organic response to anyone
(anything?)

with our whole

bodies, thatwe mightgo in
any direction. Upbringing

prodacesa localisation

of response and limitat

ion amongclassesof objects

metin theworld-
usually

the
opposite

or the samesex '?'
Sadly,noneof us presenthas the
technical knowledge to amplify

these comments and so we take

up the
question

of how the sex
rolesof laterlifearise.Mostof us

feel that
conditioning

from
birthupwardsis the (major?)

cause.-that sexual behaviour

is learnedand that the choice

of hetero-/homosexual

(ifthatis the
choice)

is
forced'byupbringingin the
[broadest sense...'Butwhat
about geneticfactors?'This
elicitsa Ipud responsefrom

all
corners.[Thecaseof

familieswhereMum, Dad

and the kidsare all camp
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doesn't provide evidence
either way and

deprives
us

of thelamejokeof-' I
inherited homosexuality

from my father.']

Our opinionsvarybut our version

of the hoaryheredityversus
environment-debateupholds
'environment',

carried on the
voices.

We talka little about

sexuality in tribal cultures

(especially
as studied by Margaret

Mead)fcut are unable to come

to
agreement

on the inter
pretation of these

studies....

Where are we being led by
the type of

conditioning

provided by the nuclear

family of our own
culture

?
This is

theiconcern
much of

the
philosophy

of W.L.
but one idea relevantto our
discussion tonightis that

the kids
upbringing

is now

in the handsof two
people.

Thesetwo people provide

prettywell the only example

for the
children

of peoplein
sexualrelations. The marriage

(including
its flaws)becomesth

norm,in the contextof which

thekidsgrowup ..... well, it's

the way of human relations

to be
imperfect.but

perhaps

even more important than
the risk that

thehangups

of the
parents willbe visit

ed uponthe
children

unto

the umpteenthgeneration, is
that

comparatively

few of the
manifestationsof sexual

relation will be brought before

the
children (evenby the most

imaginativehusband and wife).

This may cramp development

sinceit is
chiefly

in seeing

day-to-day
life that the genius

for living can be drawnout.

Also
familiarity

with human

life will
hopefully providea

climate suitableto thegrowth

of the rightliberalattitudes.

After havingaddedto the list

of crimesof the Nuclear Family,

we are brought backto consider

the meaning of
'bisexuality'

by
a sisterwhose comments are a
springboard

for the restof the
talk:';

'I'vebeen
listening

to the
discussion

and am startingto

wonderwhether bisexualityis
.not

essentiallyasexual.By that

|l meanthatit is
without

[predisposition

on the basis
iofthesexof theother person

....that the wholeof the human

race is availableand, whatever

the
individual

whom we light
-upon,sex will be the

expression

jof the love.'

We castabout for less
promiscuouswords.We agree
alsothatthereareas many
typesof sexas thereare
occasions;

one of the more
charming is the

impression
of

a
pleasantevening- sex with

strawberries
and cream !

Still,our
difficulty

in
findingsuitableterms
before, leads somehow to a
discussion

of jealousyand
(until we veeronto

something

else)we have managedto see
two typesof

jealousy;

the
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I 'd-l
ike-one-of -those-,

too
varietyand the

why-does-that

-bastard-have-all-the-luck

variety.
Thereseemsto be enough

materialin discussionof the

qualityof
relationships

to
keepus up all night;but
someone (male) dropsa
hintof a beliefthatmen are

superficial /promiscuous

thanwomen,at leastby
inclination.

He is howled

downin ribald styleby
practically every woman
present.

The timely discoverythat
the wineis all gone

necessitates

arrangements
for fresh supplies

of grogand
cigarettes

.

Someone saysthatshe has
a residual fear of too intimate

a relation with someone of the

samesex,but feelsthatthe
barrier is

dissolving.

Is thistrue
generally

? Doesnot the club

and pub culture glorify maleto
male

relations anyway? Is it just

womenwho are walledoff from

one another in our society, Women's

Liberation representingan assault

on thosewalls? Is the horror of
homosexual relationsthe only
barrierto full relationsbetween

menin this
country—

as if this

were not enough!

We mustbe
conscious

of the
corrosive effectof settingup
normsof behaviouror rather of

definingand glorifying'normality'

It is freedom for
development

whichwe desire, not a
conjugal

bed of
Procrustes

. Keeping

thisin mindwe ask whatcan be

donein the
direction

of bi

sexuality.

''At present the desire for

a
dichotomy

in
sexuality

is
very strong. Socialpressure

is broughtto bearon people

to forcethemto slipinto

either the heterosexualslot

or the homosexualslot. The

pressuresexertedby straight

society are obvious enough

but the same holdstrue of

camp society whereone
mighthope for better.'

So the
prospect

at presentis
bleak.What then?Do we need
bi-liberation

?

Evenin Gay Lib thereseems

to be a
tendency

to split into

groupsfor campmen and
lesbians separately. Some
find Women' Lib more

relevantthan Gay Lib.
' Is the more

important

difference sex rather than
sexuality?' Shouldwe have

a programin whichtheirare
mutually separate groups- a
sortof Men'sLib for thoseof

all
leanings-

in which issues

are sifted through,leading

laterto unitedgroupsafter

someinsight
is gained ? But

surely?
The meetingshattersinto

�. a riotof two. threeandfour

- person arguments

and for the
nexthourand a halfideas

are
exchanged.

This is perhaps

the most
rewarding

partbf the
evening

as we get downto the
gritof our own

experiences

and
try to brinasome mentalforceto
bear
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Mirror, Mirror
on thewall- Howdo I getridof my

Narcissus

complex?
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french contributionto environment...

abomb and concorde


